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average crop of twenty-ont; bushola te the
acre. This would miako tho cost per acre
about $16. Taking the lowest estimate
it would thereforo appear that the fail
wheat cron cf Ontario hbu netted an
average loss te the farmers, of the pro-
vinue of 83.20 per-ore, or ,a total lou cf
83,24 7,988 :ln the 902?,219 acres of wheat
sown. At the lowest estimate of 76
cenis per bushel as the coat cf g.owiiig
wheat in an average season, the fariner
would require te receive 81.00 per buahel
for lis product te cover the coat cf pro-
duction thia year. If this estiulate ie
anywhjere near the actual average cost,
the farinera cf Onîtarie auet. have sunk a

.good many million dollars in their*agri-
cultural operations for -the past sealson,
for other creps were net any better in
proportion than fail whcat. Spring wheat,
which is net Ipargely grown, was ouly
about a two-thirds crop ; cats only yield-
ed 30 bushels per acre, or iieven bushelsF short of an average crop ; whilst potatoes
and roots, it is weIl known, are a very
pcor crop. Even at a fuîll average crop
present prices would only givethe fariner
a few cents profit per acre on hie fafl
wheat, alIowitij the lowest estinliate te be
correct, wbièb would practically put On-
tarie out cf the competitien for the
'world)R wiîeat importing r.arkets.

B101IIG 11118.
The itemn uf biuding twine is oue cf ne

sinail importance in Manitoba, and any
means cf reducing the cost on this account
will ùe cf great value te the farmers.
This season, with the very hizavy crops, a
large quautity cf twine has been required.
ln sorte cases over six pounds per acre
have been used. But placing the average
at four poirnds te the acre, we find that
it bas taken 1,728,536 pounds cf twiiie
te bind the 432,134 acres of wheat grown
iu Manitoba this year. At an average
ceet te the fariner cf fifteen cents per
pounid, the out lay for twine would aniount
te 1259 '280.40. This is for the wheat:
crop aloe, and net taking hite consider-
ation other crops, such as barley and cats
for which twine is aisei used. Thougb
the-averagè ceet is plated at 15 cents per
pouud,' as a matter cf fact this was the
minimum cost te the fariner, whilst ow-
ing te teeè scarcity twine seld in soino
instanfflsat ever 20- cents per pound.
The suffl mentioned represents abeut $2.60
for every mani, woman and child in the
province; ç%, tllowing one adaît iii every
tivo of the j.putio, ,d hlfli te a<Itilt

population as fariners, the average ceet
for twi:îe per fardlier would bo about $26.
The coet cf twine te tho fariners of Mani-
teba fer whcat alone would pay tho inter-
edt cn over half the cost of constructing
the Hudscn'a .Bay Raiiway. Iu three
years it Would about pay for the railway
te the boundary, without ailowing for
any increase in the coneumption cf twine
each year. Ceunting in the twine used
for cats and b&rley, based on the acreage
as reportcd by the Agriculturai Depart-
meut, and we would have a total ceet for
twiîîe this year cf about $377,552, and
thiB in the yeb comparatively undeveloped
province of Manitoba. Iu a very few
yeairs, at the present rate of progress, thie
amout will ha doubled. At preseut thie
expenditure -oes entireiy wîthout the
province, though the country offers excel-
lent advantages for the manufacture of
the twine at home. Flax grows te. per-
fection hero, sud although it is net geu-
erally known, it is nevertheless.true, that
there are several varieties cf wild fiax,
indigenous te the Northwest. WVith
theso facts in view, it would surely seeni
that the manufacture ôf binding twiue
should prove a profitable induRtry in
Manitoba.

A better schenie for the farinera, how-
ever, wouid bo the invention cf a machine
which would utilize the straw for binding
the sheavezi. [n this great age cf inven-
tion, such a biudiug machine should not
prove a practical inmpossibility. Far
more wonderful thi'îgs have been accomi-
riishea end are being acconàrdished con-
-tinually. Now, where is the mechanical
genius whe will invent a self-straw
binder l' May a Maîitoban have the
1'onor of providing *such a machine, and
hoe rill bo entitlod te the everlastiug
respect cf the formnera cf the civilized
worid. _________

,THE SITUATIOI.
Anotherweek bas Passed away, and so

far as is kuewn at the titue cf writing,
the situation regardingthe construction
cf the Red River 'Valley Raiiway re-
mains practically tho saine. Mfr. Nor-
quay bas left New Yerk, aud was in
Moutreal on WVednesclay, aud a day ]ater
in Torontô. S1t is said that he wili arrive
iii Wiunipe te.day (Monday). ThiE
meve would either indicate that ho bas
succeeded in bis negoteions at New
York, or that hie bas abandoned, for thE
'presnt axiy furtber effoârts in that dirc-
Gion te raiss- ilîte fusids for titc! coiiplletigti

cf the road. Mr. INorquay bas been very
roticent ail along as te the nature cf his
negotiations, but in an interview at
Moutreat hoe admitted that, lie bail net
been succesaful in Now York in raising
the funds. Ho would not, however, ad-
mit a conîpiete faiture, and intioeated
that hie "ldid not in the ieabt despair ef
raisin-, the meney." Thore were parties
who were eudcavoriug te raisoj the funde,
but as usual, the partieulars could not be
given. He further stated that Ilthe
people uiay rest assured that even if we
do nlot succeed in raîsing umoney, we he-
lievo wo have enougli reseurces with the
province at our hack, te complote the
road in spite cf all opposition." It
appears that there bas been ne atternpt te
fleat the bonds provîded for under the
disallowed Red River Valkcy Railway
Act, but simply thre bonds cf the province
under au Act asseted te, relating tethe
provincial treasury. Tha Toronte Mail
ie authority for the statexuent that a sale
cf the bonds had beau as good P-q eifected
in New 'York, but at the luat moment
negotiations fell through, ewing te tbe
activity cf C.P.R. agents who bad been
despatched te New York with the object
of defeating Mr. Norquay in bis efforts te
raise the money. If this is the case,
kt would Show te what Straits
tbe O.P.R. people are going te maintain
their monopoly in Manitoba. On Mr.
Norquay'e arrivai here a more complete
statement cf the case may be expected.
In the Browning injunction, the first te
corne up, the argument has beau cen-
cluded, but tho Chief Justice bas re-
served decîsion. The other injunctions
will ge on tlîis week, iucl udingthose asked
for on behaîf of the Dominion Gevera-
meut The rails wîhl be on Ëaùid te ceom-
mence work te-day (Monday), and with
Mr. Norquay back at bis post, it may ho
considered that there is seuîething wrong
if the work cf irening the road does not
go on at once.

The idea cf endeavoring te float thre
bonds here, in case cf failure elsewhere,
bas been mooted. lt je urged by sense
that the bonds wouid bt, bought up by
Cltizens, if placed on the mark-et bore, in
.sufficieut; que.ntîties te successfully finance
à-le rqad. The proposai that the City
should tend financial. aid to.'tlie Goveru-
Ment is aIse again being serîeusly dis:
cussed. In the ineantime, thre wordy

*warfare- lu the press gees on, aud a great
deaàl je being said, on both aides -with thre
object cf inaking politîcal capital out of

*the imbroglio, wbich ean only injure the
*causeof.tlîe 1.,Ovî,îv't.


