1tHE COMMERCIAL.

749

——

have raised them into the ranks of million-
arres, and unlike that country and Britain
we havo ns yet very few who have risen
to such a position by business pursuits.
Canndian trudo afluirs have not developed
to that point, which will admit of a long
hst of money kings, and it may Le as
sumed, that it would not tako the fingers
of both hands on whick to count the men
who have amassed a million of dollars in
such pursuits.  Still we have our score or
so of Canudian millionaires, and we have
prulmbly twice that number at present
budding into that state of wealth, and
the wajority of them have risen from
comjarative poverty within the post ten
or twelve years, If we have to search
for them we will not find them with their
head-quarters and source of wealth in the
comwercial centres of the Dowinion.
We must go to Ottawa for them. It is
safe to say that two-thirds of the Canadians
who have reached this position of wealth,
and quite as large a proportion of those
who are fast making their way to it, have
found their main source of wealth came
from whatwas in the power of our rulers to
giveawny ot distribute. If we commence
with our lumber kings, we find, that with
scarcely an exception, their wealth from
rich timber lands granted by politcians to
their truculent followers on terms which
iano way enriched the country, or relieved
the regular taxpayer. In like manner
every great undertaking of the country,
{the corstructiou of the Canadian Pacific
Railway in particular) has opened the
gateway for a few to make great wealth
at the expense of the masses of the tax-
payers.  There is every reason to believe
that the Canadian Pacific Railway Lefore
completed, and supplemented by suflicient
[ eding hronches to make it of real prac-
@ tical value for the devloping of the un
touched resources of the Domiuion, will
make over a score of millionaires, not one
in five of whom would ever reach such
wealth in open trade competifion. In
this respect it isno exception to other
Canadian undertakings, but being the
B greatest, naturally is most prolific in its
B results.  There is scarcely a contract of
B the Government of $5,000 magnitude, but
f lus its parasites watching to tep it and
draw their sustenance therefrom, before

g toc country gets value for value, and the
principle extends upwards, until we are
forcgd to the adwission, that we have
few if auy unllionatres, who have not been
raised to thut positiou divectly or indirect’y
from the public purse.

We may conclude, that t:ero will
always be suh sacrifices made by any
Government like our own and the resouces
as o country can well stamd the strain,
That ours caunot staud it however, is
painfally appurentto usat present. While
our natural resources are being brought
rapidly into use, and passing from the
grasp of var Government to that of indi-
viduals, we e1e not as a Doninion grow ing
wealthier,  On the other hand our debit
ie steadily 0.4 the wcrease and promise:
soon to Le burdeusvme to the country, if
it is not really so at prescut.  The vast
resources of the United States wers com-
paratively unworhed uatil after the out-
break of civil war, and necessity demanded
their development. But with the work of
development, that of paying off a huge
war debt was undertaken, and both have
progressed  with equal  rapidity,  The
work of developing Cavadinn resources
ouly cummenced with the opening up of
the vast Northwest, but as these resources
are Leing used up or squandered the debt
of the Dominion is piling up. It suay be
that the pussession of a score or two
more .uilliouaires is in the opiuion of some
people a sufficient returtn for the burden
of a heary aud increasing debt. But we
believe that Canada is yet & young coun
try, starting out as it were on a new busi-
ness enterprise with nothing but pits own
resources tu fall back upon, aad like a
youny business man starting out in a new
and wide field for his labors. the fewerand
lighter the loads started with the better
the chances of ultimate success.

ThE EXEMPTION LAW.

While the first cry of indignation over
the new Mauiton excmption law is sub-
sidin 3. the wurk of trying to free the
province from the libel cast upon its
people is steadly going on, and already
thousands of siznatures have beer attached
to the petition calling for its disallowance
by the Governcr-General in council.  As
the petitious came in signed fron different
outlying towns of the proviace, an ex-
amination of them discloses the fact, that
a very large share of the signersure farm-
ers, and parties who have taken charge of
these petitions stat +, that among no class
is thero more indigaation against the ex.
cmption law, than the agriculturists.
This is rather a staggering statement for
the politieians, who have argued the nec-
cessity of & broad aud liberal examption
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farmers, atad b o adds o the tonan and city
exetmption sputeds fron adesin: not tomake
fish of une «lass and th sh of another. True
there ia *uuch ~troner argument in favor
of exempting the homestead of the
farmer thaw any property of the ciy or
town resident. The farmer’s homestead
is the gift of the Guvernaeut ou cowdi-
tions of suttlement and cultivation, aud o
Government professing ansicty for rapid
settiviment, could not be accused of incon-
siscency for «aempting or wmaking sume
special protection for what was purely its
But ¢ven this
cousiderntion has ot brought over our
farmers it favor of the roblery bil, pas-
sed at last <o -sion of vur Legislature under
the guise of cacwption.  Farmers are
sbout as ready to discern dishonest legis-
lation as any uther Jdass, and have seen
clearly through the rvascality of the Jaw
now souzht to be enforved. Nor have
they any necessity in their avoeations for
dishonesty wmore thaw any other dlass.
Indeed thein field fur its exetcise is much
more limited, thar it is with Lusiness amd
professional wmn.  Seeing and kuowing
all this, thyy natwrally foel caasperatal
at their alicgad  neeessitivs Leing made a
Lasis, upon which to frame and enact a
law, the provisions of which are so framed
as to enable the dishonest to plunder the
honest, and the loafer to live in opulence
at the expenscof the irdustrious, A law
which prodanns unoty per cent. of the
delts due in this prosvince, beyond the
possibility of collection by any process of
law, is Loo heavy a load of rascality to be
hung upon the delicate peg of the farmer’s
necessity for cexemption, ard none are
abler to see the absurdity of the pretext
than the farviers themselves; and the
fact, that not one in twenty of them, who
have been asked to sign the petition for
the disallowance of the act have refused,
shows how titmly they reseut their being
made the stock arguinent of bankrupt and
dead Dbeat politiciuns, who passed an act
to legalize their own dishonesty, and
swindle their honest crediters,

From time immemorial we have been
accustomed to hear the politician address
the agricutunist as the honest lamer,
and have come to look upon the tcrm as
a standard one. There is no doubt but
the farmer feels move or less pride in the
application of the texm to lum, for we
suppose he: is as susceptable to flattery as
other people. But in stating that the
robbery act of last session was passed
specially for his benefit, he loses his hon-
esty, and is made the foundation for legis-
lative vascality, We cannot wonder there-
fore, that he Kicks with determination and
persistency agaiust be'ng placed in fuch a
position.
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