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Nova Scotia to the fishermen this yoar—allowing it iu quantity to equal that
of Inat year —figured at presont pricos will barely excoed four millions of
dollars, whilo last yoar it yiolded over eight millions of dollars. I'his four
millions of dollara which *~ expocted will probably bo-realized on this year's
fishory catch, if divided betweon owners and orows, as s the custom of
settling up fishing trips iti tho I'ruvinces ~half of tho value of the steck to
the ownors for vessels, boats, and outfits, and the remaindor {o the crows—
the fishermou of Nova Scotia and of the Jsland of Capo Breton numbering
thicty thousand (30,000) on tho sea would have ot tho ond of tho soseon
Jess than eighty (80) dollars to each.

From nﬂ these circunistances it can bo 1uadily un-derstoud, and it cannot
but beadmitted that our hanly toilers of the sua—the fishormen - aresufluring
under groat disadvantages, and show tho necessity in the public interest that
somothing should Yo done by the Governmont as soon_as possible to amel-
jorato thoir condition, and in assisting them in bridging their great losses
which aro now being made on account of tho bargiers and restrictions which
aro placed on tho products of their industry onturing the United states.

In this connection, and with a viow of assisting tho Government in de
vising a schome for the remuneration of the tishing classua, I most respectfully
offer for your considoeration rome ideas that have presented thomeolves to my
mind of tho sourco from which o romuncsation fund can be obtained, and
its equitablo distribution among tho fishermon, which wero as follows .—

Tho Dominion Governmont recoived from tho United States, through the
hands of the Imparial Government sotme years ago, the sum of $1,500,000,
which was our share of the amount awarded by tho * Halifax Fishing Comw-
mission " for componsation in allowing American fishormen the privilego
(under the #Washington Troaty”) of prosccuting the sea-const fisherics of the
British Provinces in comimon with our fishermen. This large sum the Gov-

ernmont had in their possession for four years provious lo thair granting amd

distributing the fishing bounty, ond if intercst was figured upon it for that
period of time, it would have increased nearly one million of dollars, com-
pound interest, making 4 total fund of £5,500,000.

= It cannot hut bo cordially admitted that that sum with intorest as a fund
belongs to the fishermon, and to na other cliss in Carada.  That poiot neede
nd discussion, The Governmoent and the Parliamont of the couutry, the
highest authority in the land adwitted, determined and declared that owner-

ship on the floors of the * Houso of Commons " during the scssion of 1881+

and 1882 whon thoy voted without dissent 150,000 a year, a portion of the
interost, as a bounty for annual distribution among the fishermen, 1 would
say thereforo that the Cabinet would be eminently justified, and it would
only be in accord with the verdict previously given in Parliament, iu, thei
now appropriating say about £800,000, or such sum as would boe considered
commensurating Cani.disn fishermen.

An appropriation of such a sum judiciously distributed to the fishermen
proportionato to their soveral losses would help them considerably. I am
sure such a distribution, with the object in view of recouping those interested
in prosecuting our fisheries, would have the approval of Parliamentand the
country. It could not woll be otherwise, more particularly as it could not
be said that it was made at the expomse or taken from the pockets of the
tax-payurs,

In respect to tho amount of the duties which are being collected, sinco 1st
July last, from off our fishing products entering the United States, I beliovo
if an official application is made for refunding it, Congress when it next
-meots, will return evory dollar ro collected. For the American Government
to do otherwise, in view of ovr hdving continued to them for this scason
the tso of our valuable fisher'es, would be to say the least, unreasonable and
unjust, and a reflection on tho honor of the peoplo of a zrest nation. Tho
sum of the dulies g0 collected, when refunded by the United States, will
Lolp in somo measure to recoup the fund of the * Fishing Award” for tho
amount of tho appropriation mado for distribution to the fishermen.

Shoutd the Governinent consider making such an approprivtion for dis-
tribution to the fishermen, I would proposo that it should he expended on the
plan which is, I may say, the invariable and universal custom of settling up

fishing trips and voyages in the Provinces, i e., half of the value of the|

stock. to ownors for providing vessels, boats and cutfits, and the remainder
to the crews ; and the proportion to which each vessel, boat and individual
members of their crews will be entitled, can be determined from this year
(1885) bounty applicatious, which will bo in possession of the fishery branch
of your department later on in the season. These.applications will show the
quantities and specialties of seafish taken durmng the season in the
Provinces for cach vessel and boat respectivoly, besides giving the names of
the owners, and thoso of their crews. It will not therefore be a difficult
task in arriving at and dotermining the valuo of their several claims. Tho
papers of application for bounty will assist the department in that particu-
lar very considerably, showing a3 they do, the catches for vessels and boats
respectively. Tho total value of the catch so shown will serve as a base for
calculation, from which can be figured the rolative proportion due to each.
The following will speak for itsolf :—

If the value of the whole catch amouunting to a certain sum, earn n
cortain sum (the appropriation) what sharo should the value of tho stock of
tll,:ortain vossel or boat recoive? and ¢o on for the remaining vessels and

ats,

In the connection of settling up fishing trips betweon owners and their
crews, I omitted montioning that those of the fisherinon who aro on wages,
are not extitied to a share  The share which they would have drawn if
otherwiseshipped, the owner or owners eceive it in licu of their having paid
wages. 1 would say thereforo that in the form for bounty application,
which is possiblo, will soon be issued, I would suggest in having thom
printed, that the departmont dlirect that an oxtra columu be added, under the
hoad of “ Whkether on Shares or Waqes™ T for no other purpose, it would
serve in giving additional statistical information,

In concludion I may say, incidently, that the . fishing vessol owners, and
tho fishormon gonerally, aro of opinion that tlio Govornmont are to hlauue,
and aro wholly responsible for the noti-ronewal of tho troaty~n-stalo of
affaira—which causes them to loso on this year's catoh of fish, hundreds of
thousands of dollars. And from the meagre 1nformation vouchsafed so far
to tho public on the subject, it 18 difticult to have thom think otherwiso,

Great Britain a1 d Canada woro officially notsfied by the American Gov-
ernmont in 1883 . offect that tho ** Washington - Treaty ' wou'd terminate
on the 1st Jul-, 1885, ‘This surcly was a timely and sufficient notico, and
il cannot br .aid therofore that wo wero takon by surprise. 1'wo yeats notico
to an orthina:y Lusiness man would cortainly bo considored amplo and sufli-
ciont to have allowed lim to negotiate a renowal of tho troaty, or in its
abaonce, ono infinitely botter, giving Lroader commoreinl rolations Lotwoon
both countries,

I havo been informod from a reliable sourco that the Washington nuthcr-
ities whon issuing the notico had no intention whatever of uhrogating the
treaty obligations subsisting, with a viow ot ombarrassing tha fish trade of
Canadn, Their principal reason for doing so was their dissatisfaction with
the ralingof the “Halfax Fishing Comnussion,” which compolled thom to pay
to tho Imperial Governmont livo and ono-half mlhion doliars for the privilege
of their peoplo participating in the sea coast fisherins of the British Provincos.
That sum, for tho privilege of fishing in our wators, in addition te admitting
our fishery products to their markets frco of duty, they considered to be
unrenzonably excessive, and 8o as to be relieved from having any furthor to
continuo tha monoey obligatiou, and to allow of negotiations being opened up
for au ontiroly now treaty was tho reason which prompted thom to give
tho notico.

Trusting that this subject of giving romuneration to tho fishermen will
have tho,earliest and most scrious consideration of yourself and colleagiles in
the Govornment.

I havo the honor to be Sir, .
Your obodiont sorvant,
. . Joux A. MackaSEY.
- &

THE CANADIAN CLUB AT NEW YORK.

It is now six months sinco William I.. Ellison undortook to bring toge-
ther Canadians in and about New York, and toencourage a groeater degree of
intimacy among thom. The onterprise met with immediate approbation at
tho hands of such Canadians as Mr. Ellison was able to reach, and stops
wero at onco taken, which resulted in the organization of tho Canadian Club.
Mr. Erastus Wiman, who ropresents tho apex monument of Canadian suc-
coss in Now York, becamo gieatly intorested in the matter, and gave it his
hearty assistanco, which ditl much tending to insure the success tha Club has
attained. Mr Wiman was the unanimous choico for the presidency of tho
Club, which position ho accepted and now occupies. The other officers ave
as follows :—Vice-Presidonts, Sir Roderick W, Cameron and Hon. L. S,
Huntington ; Treasurer, William B. Ellison; Secrotary, William Allairo
Shottt ; Executive Committeo, Erastus Wiman, Hoa. L. § Huutington, Wil-
liam B. Ellison, William Allaire Shortt, Thomas W. Griffith, Dr. G. C.
Brown, Dr. 8. R. Ellison, and Hugh M. Morrow ; and the Memborship
Commiittes, Dr. R. B. Cummings, Ontario G. M. Fairchild, Quobec ; Henry
R. Smith, New DBrupswick; Arnold J. Gates, Nova Scotia, and M. W.
Meagher, Manitoba. The constitution of the Club provides for two classes
of mombers, viz: Resident and -~ . 0 resident. The fees are vory low, and
no ono is restrained from the priviseges of tho Club on the questiori of -the
cost, the entrance fee for both classes being $5.00, and the annual dues ror
Rosident memhers 310.00, and Non-resident members €5 00. The Club has
licen fortunate in securing very ploasant quatters, at No. 3 North Washing-
ton Square, facing the Park, having large rooms admirably suited to the
putrposo, in an excollent neighborhood aud a contral. position, within casy
reich of the elovated and surfaco milroads. The rooms have been well fur-
nished, and supply a long folt want in Nofv York, namely, a plico whero
the many Canadians in and about the city can meo’ oach other and ba sur-
rounded with associations, to some degreo at least Canadian. The Club now
offers among its attractions a good rostaurant, billiard room, reading room,
card room and a very handsomo large reception 100om. Many of the
Canadian newspapoers are on file, and moro are wauted, in consequence of
which, tho Club offers to publishors the privilages of Nou-residont mombor-
ship in exchango for their publications. Facilitios aro offered for correspon-
dence, and menbers may havo their mail sont {o the rooms where it will be
looked after until eslled for “Thero is in attondance a compotent man who
will give all information rolative to Canadians in Now York, railroad rates
and times, theatros, places of interest, hotels, cabs, cte. Two hundred -
members have already been elacted, and many applications aro pending ;
among the Non.resident members are noticoable Sir Jno. A. Macdonald;
Hon. Edward Blake, Sir Aloxander Campbell, Hou. Joseph A. Chapleau,
Sir Adolph P. Caron, Hon. Donald A. Smith Hon. A. S. Hardy, Hon. Geo.

| W. Ross. Louis Sencecal, Goldwin Smith, Sir William P. ITowland, James
Deaty, M. P., J. Herbert Mason, J. S. Brierloy, Tohn Wilkinson, Frank E.

Hodgins, T. G. Mason, C. . Taylor, James V. Wright, J. W, Gragory,
William Caroy, H. P. Xoore, R. A. Porteous, John R. Shaw, Wm. II. Pit-
tard, David B. Dewar, W. H. Howland, Col. C. 8, Gzowski, J. Ross
Robertson, John Martin, R. M. Jaffroy, James W. Digby, James P. Murray,
Geo. Watt, Hugh Scott, Thomas W. Dyas, Andrew Pattullo, Geo. R.
Pattullo, James Hay, [r., Edgar C. Baker, W H. ITendor and C. F. Fraser.
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Thore will be a great rage in Loadon this winter for buttons for ladies-
costumes.. Big before, they will now bo immense. Some of them will b
very costly. Ladies will also patronizo walking sticks again—also costly of
courso. Doth buttons and walking sticke will hail from Japan.
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