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73E SPJItING HILL COLL:TERlES.

IN I11E N0ETII BLOPE.

The North, or No. 3 alope, of the Spring Hill1 collieries miy or may net
ho the most extenkive of the thrce pila in active operation, yet the writer ja
of opinion i& is the pot pit, end deiltined to play, in the future, au important
prit in the history of Spring Hill. The youngster iwho required the groat.
eet sharo cf coddling, or who vas the cause of the biggest bother to hie
guardiane, msy bo thse ont cf a crcwd moat thought cf. The moto attention
devoted lo a child, the greater the attraction toward hlm; and it seeme to
ho this %çay with No. 3 siope. Diing the plat Bine montha it bas boon a
eaute cf uneasinces and expense Io tht management. A Ilcreep' hall te ho
foughit-i hand t I hsud fight-Rtnd an acceora cf wvater contended wvitht-in
bath raies the tend boing satisfactory.

The requeet te vieil the collieries w88 unexpected. At Bornt cf the col-
lieries th re may-be a hesitation, on the part cf the membera of lodges, as ta
the proprïcly or the Secret2ry cf the Association vieiling a put accompanied,
excluEively by a bo2s or blses. lIn this instance tht requtat ta 'ual.t the
mine came throngb the convonor cf manegiog committe cf 'Pioneer, in
cptn lodge, aDd the memberascaemed pieased than otherçwige that tht writer
should go, nothirig fearing that ho nsight bB weantd away front loyalty to
thîni and tht Association by blandiabinenta lavisbod by wily managers.

Sborîly lifter the morning whistle blew-1 a. m.,-we ci)!ed for inittruc-
lions at the manager's office. Firat tht pipe cf pence wae amoked, and then,
-as no prep3ratiotss had been moade for tht i 2urney-a pair of ancient nether
gainlents was given mue. Tho original attisr of them, if oxcoeding tht one
who lied hecommS temporary leseez by ai-- degrees of longitude, csmme vary fer
shlort in degrae cf latitude, which resulted je an txtromely dadish fit, ne-
ccssitalibg duo care cf bodily geature, le£t tht real owner muight rais action
for liespats and damages.

Maniager 31elunis willed it that thz North siope ahould ho visited-and iri
this instance there tras ne demurrer. Sentcd in tht bottaom cf tht hirid box
of a rake of fivoe mptiea-fivo boxes constitutiug, a 'xrake'-we wexit alowly
£nd pleaeanîly te the boîtoru. Tht safoly lamps which ive carry are the
%fMarzaunt, tht hest eafai.y Iamp, il, is asserted, in use in Aruerici. Thougis
the light frozo Iho most approved sasfety lamp in feebit et the beat, yet heving

oredown elowly wo got; aur eyesight bef.,# reachintf tht bottoin. Tht
N&ipe ip, whero needed, wel tirabered; but long lengtha cf il ave ne sup-

'.prîing timbera ai. al, owiDg Io tht remetkably stroug Touf. aV rst made
o r way te tht extreme Ier.gth of -.-o West ]aval. Thoere in much unwr3ught
coul he;e. Only ont balance is wtroking st this lime, thora boing, however,
Iwo elbois roady for cperatiott:. .1 e. 1 balance in 900 folet front the slope,
srhich leavea a pillar of sufficient dimensiona ta ensuit perfect solidity, lits-
biliîy of tht alope. No. 2 balance is 700 feet froin No. 1, and Ne. 3 400
feet frein No. 2. This givra a length cf 1100 feet of unwrought coa ; and
as the distance froin tht lift or level abave la 600 foot, thora romains te be
mined, in this section. 1100Ox 600 x 10 or Il fent high cf cail cf excellent
qualily. How many thousand feot futthei the levels may bo driven in good

fol1 is a malter which lime a:one can deterinn. As wo retrace our stops,
te vieil. tbo test level, tht good aider in which overythiug is kopt in notice-
able. The lcels are cean, and the air, for a mine, la swoet, and plenty cf
il. Th~e sai. levol bas been drivon sortie 1400 ftet. lu most; pila the coil
on Lt aida is botter, or damier, tham ou tht othe-r, and thora is no exception
litre. Though, frcmn the top ta tho baltm or the ci, the b,-i:bt maybtoas
gîTai as on tht WVest aide, thero la; net se, much c.) l gat aut, and thora la a
heavy stone band in ceutre -o serin. There a-e ne b-ilarcea on this; aide,
but, instead, chutes. Ont chute is ln optration the other ready for a stat
at anyiimre. 0Over thetavels te the pit boittoi the ceA ii haulod by incIta.
The mules art an invention cf tht enorgetit genoral manager, Mr. J. R.
Cowane. L~ut ln this muatter ho bas net boe se tininantiy successful a.s in
Biher maltera ta which he bas devotod attent ion. Tbough a rnujerity cf the
mnuies, are as tractabie as borses, an accasional ont is inclined te ho mulisb,
2s wesfound onthismornio3g. One foibow poitivoly refused to movecithet
hiruseif cr thse boxes, for a long tinta. Ife %vas coaxed, and he vas c--,
ah, thet tvas when tho manager viasrnt thero-the 1mw cf kinduess-in
lihomeopathic doscq, I fcar,-and the latv cf seveiy-in allopathie, ailow-
ance-was administered ; but thora ho staod-mute and muiish-uotil cf
bis own sweet wili ho ivouded biswiay. It wae suggealed byaur late brother
Ferguson thai tht driver try !ornt soft words. Iiist'epiy cime- IlSoft words t
Yen dont knov mules." Tht isnpcachmett was rrcakly admitoed, thouph
ac.f lu &,ce a soi .vc had in our day knotrii msny mine bostes. In justice
let ift ho seid ibat krowiedgo waani't scquircd wholly in Spîing Hill. Aud.
yet there vtas reason in Ibis mule. Ho bcd been et work ini the oariy part
cf the provienus night, and lied not, as he ctcnsidered, been allowed suficient
ovestirre. Tîne, ho got an extta fted cf o-ite, but thst ia ecarceiy an equivit-
lent fe~r xl.ree bouts extra ]abat. At last, tht mule woent sud fellowing bis
examplo we went toc-to the bottom-to geta liftLIe thet'life abvo, cr 1300

jfeet levrd. Tht 130~0 fcet level lus the bu'.-y section cf tht pit, though thons
te net mucb activiîv noticeibite, a.q tht leveis are travelled. Tho empty
bohcxe.-, ilt icone, lefi tht road an comng dc>wri tht Aopé, :the rcsult bting a

f-gcr.mral snash, wthich ,a~r< coe-sftin cf iseisting and h3uling for a cou-
'i iderable Itngth cf timt Fearful lest thc rian;êger might lcok upon his

mrpanion as a Jonali, tho question vtas asked a b7ight boy who iras enjoy-
ilgthe eiack spel riear tht haittoin. I Have the rakes met on previeus

o* tcations ? His answer was " Oh yos." Tht answer w3a conforting.
of (To bc-c*»îlinutd.)


