THE CRITIC.

it

in resolute silence for some time. “ D'ye call yourself a man o' brains?
Why, a calf's head’s got more! Halha! hat"

“ You are indeed witty, Mr. Mactavish—as witly as courlcous ; but
permit me to observe that perhaps you are no judge of the article,” ]
answer, quivering with rage. Ch, if he were a smaller man!

“Halha! ha!”is the only response, as Mactavish lolls back in his
chair, watching me with amused eyes. * Ye're a fortunate littic man,
Jimmy Wilson. But the bigger the-——well you know the proverb, so I
won't offend your susceptibilities.”

This man has always been my friend ; I have, n fact, won more of bis
money at billiards than of any other of my acyuaintauce, and have oever
refused 1o make one of his dinner-parties, though a rude, uncultured set
they were, deplorably ignorant of all the refinements of the utter and the
intense ; men to whom the lly’s symbolism or the peacock’s feather's
mcaning were nothing in companson with their dinoers and brutal cxes-

*cises. I have endured their Buweotian dullness and noise partly from
friendship for this coarse Scotchman, partly frum a desire to unprove then
iotcllects, such as they are, and a luile, perhaps, because they all thought,

. most erroneously, they could play biliiards, and staked money on that -
pression  And this is my reward for such self-abnegauon!  Sull, 1 retlect
that till 1 am domiciled at Becchiands as i+ hairess’s husband  Maciavish's
acquaiotance may bz us:ful in various ways, so [ do net break with hun
Dut wait, my Scotch fiend—wait, and you shsli sce what a memory Jawmes
Wilson possessea !

CHAPTER 1V.

Amy and [ are riding along a flowery Devon lane whichk has 1nteraun-
able windings. She is on the trcachervus chestnut mare tu-day, and 1 am
on a philosopbical grey cob, who is fat, lazy, and nut avirse to takiug lung
pauses for rofreshment, which precisely ewits my views, My uucic vows
he's a slow, stupid brute, only fit for the plough, but I hase counczaled my
genuine reasons for liking the cob under the pretence that he 1s so quiet 1
can compose my literary work on his back, and my uncle and cuunin, who
are charminogly credulous, swallow the story implhicitly. Amy gall ps on
by herself when she wants a gallop, hike the w*'d Austrahan she 1s, the cub
and I usually remain stationary under some «abrageous tree tul she returas.

“ And so, my fairest,” I say, as we slowiy walk our hurses between the
Ledges, aglow as they are with blossoms, and kaee-deep in feras, ‘‘you aze
beginning 1o sce there are more delighiful things thin niding and tennis-
playing, that the lyre is for ever echoing in the heart that wiil listen 19 1ts
life-music, that the symbolism of beauty is intense all around us.”

1 murmur all this softly, and Amy looks much impressed.

¢ Yes, Jim,” she says frankly, ¢ [ must say 1 care fur mor for yjour
kind of pursuits than I did. And—shall 1 tell the truth 17 with a_chrm-
ing, smile—but her mouth is too large—and a blush.

“« Certainly, my darling,” pu'tiog my hand on hers caressingly, whch
that beast of a mare shies at, nearly capsising me. O: course Amy sits
like an Amazon, and soo:hcs her directly.

““ Well, then, Jim, when I first saw you I didn'c like you =t all, you
seemed so—so—woll, 100 much of 2 muff then, of I must sayit. Lar waen
1 found how clever you were, and how you write for the London papere,
and are so sppreciated by literary men "—1I fecl mixed sensations here iv
my mind as 1 smilingly listen—"and how you are su truc a student of ali
beautiful and poetical things, and don't ears as most men ds for money and
so on"—humph !—“I—I came to quite an opposite opinioa, and I suppose
that's how w¢ come to be——"

(To le continuad.)
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