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to from first to Iast. ‘The umptres take note
of the moment when any tresh informntion
is obtained, or any fresh onders issued, and
tha time theso require to reach their desti
nation ; nd no movements can tike place
in !conscquonco tll this time has been elap-
seq.

As the two partics approach each other,
the umpire roduces the number of moves al-
lowed at a timo—perhaps fivenronow given.
Tho players begin to get their picces into
such formation nnd position as troops wounld
take up in baltle. ‘Uhe artillery are brought
more forward by men.s of the longer moves
alloved them. The regimeunts hitherto
marchingin n long column nlong the road
are formed in more compact hodies, or Lro-
ken up into companies and detached (o oc
cupy woods and fuvournble points. I'he
umpire exchanges the pirces for the pliver.
giving bim eight small picces reproacnlinﬁ
companies, and removing a battulion; an
thus by degrees the players find themselves
drawn up opposite ono another in what ex-
actly represents tho fighting formation thoy
would adopt in the field. Only one move at
a time is now allowed. Euch side sees a
great deal of his aaversary's dispositions ;
but piecesrepresenting reserves and other
troops that would slill be kept out of sight
are concealed either,by parily covering ihe
map or by temporarily removing them.

So far the Kriegspiel has been entirely one
of moves, and the position of the combat-
ants and their prospects are just as clearly
intelligible to any one who un.erstands tac:
tics a3 a game «of chess would be to a good
player. One player may find himself in o
position whete, in real war, defeat would
evidently be certain, or discover when too
Iate that he has entitely misjudged the in-
tention of his adversary, who perhaps is
moving round and threatening his communi
cations, And this is the most instructive
par of the game. The players have had the
same data to guide them that they would
havo on real service—surmises as to the
enemy’s intentions, based on the partial in
formation brought in by patiols:and others ;
and thie accuracy of Lheir judgment, and
sounduess of the arrangements sdopted to
meet the various possible contingencies, are
tested in a manner patent to the players
themselves and to every looker on. Some-
times the game is stopped at this point. If
it is carried further—that is to say actual
fighting is to berepresented—the clement of
chunce 18introduced. In real war chance
bears a very important part. Three men
ought always to beat two, but we kuow
they do not always. Mnny accidents may
afiect the result ; the same men are brave
oneday, and cowards the next; an attack
may fail on account of the death of the lea-
der, or be effected by accidents of ground,
too small to be shown on any map, 1o re-
presen this uncertainty in the playing, dice
are used, and * tables of chances?’ framed
according to which the resuits of the attack
are determined. ‘The relative number of
troops, their condition, and the losses they
are supposed to have suffered already, their
position, and other circumstances affecting
them are all calculated by the umpire, each
circumstance receiving ils due weight ac
cording to carefully compiled rules ; and
when the chunces have thus been determin
ed thedice are thrown, and the result do-
cided accordingly, Thus, if ono player pro-
poses with three battalions to attuck two
ohters posted in & wood, the numerical su.
perionity will give certain chances in favor
of the assailant ; but the udvantage of the
position of the dofenders would more than
counterbalanco this, Oa the other hana,

tho nssnilants may have shelled the wood
with their arlillery for somo time before-
hand, and mny bo ablo to attack in flank as
well as in front, Loth of swhich wonld in
creneo the proballilies on thoir side, Sup
posing that, after giving weight to theso va*
rious circumstances, the chances are culcu-
lated at two to one in favor of the assiilant,
the dieis then thiown, and if one, two,three
or four turns up tho assailunt wins, but if
tivo or six turns up tho defender wius. and
the attack is repulsed. Another set of

" tubles is used with the dico to estimate

losses inf sted by artillery and musketry
fire. ITere also there are a number of ele-
ments of uncertainty, the stoadiness of the
men firing, the direction of the wind, the
smoke and condition of the atmosphero, the
lndness and soltness of the ground, all of
which in veality materially aftect the resulls
of fire, but which cannot be allowed for in
the gnme, Elaborate Lables have thereforo
been prepaved, showing the probable maxi-
mum and minimum elfect of the soveral
kinds of lire at different ranges,and between
these extremes the resuit is determined by
the throw of the dice. Thus, if & player
having brought up a battery of artillery
wishes to open fire, he gives notico to the
umpire of hs intention, and of tho object—
the adversary also being informed of tne
fuct. ‘T'he umpire decides whether tho effeot
is generally good or bad, being guided in
this by relative position and amount of cover.
After each move the dia is thrown, and re-
ference mado to the table to determine the
losses inflicted ; and when these amount to
tho loss of u company, a squadron, &e., a
piece representing that forco is removed
from the board by tho umpire. There are
numerous and minute rules for determining
the 1esults of cavalry actions, of attack on
villages, &e, but though some of these con-
tain very sound tactical p.anciples, they are
difficult to master, even for the professionnl
studevt and would only bewilder the un-
professional re..der. Moreover, they do not
affect the general principles of the game.
The play itself being purely instructional, is
only played out so far as the umpire thinks
desirable with that point in view, and not to
a definite conclusion.

To many it will appear thal the whole
taing partakes too much of the character of
n toy to engago seriously the attention of
grownmen and of soldiers who have seen
the realities of war- Butit is quite other-
wise. Officers who have won a high name
in tho field aze among its most eager stu
dents, and aro the most ready to acknow-
ledge how much they can learn from1t, Al.
most every move raises some questions
which have not occurred to them beforo ;
and the whole is invaluable as an incentive
to study and thought. Itis difficult for any
man, the most zeslous, to set himself puzzles
and work them out—to play, as it were right
hand against left, But when the problem is
set him by one who respects as & ranster in
his art, when he tinds himself pitted aginst
others, and konows that his every move will
be watehed and criticised by an intelligent
audience, his interest becomes keenly arous-
ed, and no one who has seen tho Kriegspiel
can realize how much it brings out the ac-
tual character of the players—ono man ah-
sorbed in details and trying to accomplish
bis purpose by a multiplicity of intricato
manouvres ; another nervous and_ vacillat.
ing, changing his plans everytimo he secs a
fresh pieco of his adversary ; while anothop
adheres boldly and consistently to a Yina of
action determined on from the beginning,
To supposo that a man can roally learn war
by any game is, of course absurd ; but as-

suredly ho can increasoe his knowlodge of
many details of his profession,aceustom him.
self to solve rapidly important problems,
learn at any rato his own deficioncies, and
acquire & most valuabloinsight into the cha-
racter of thoso about him by joining ocea.
sionally in the  War Game.”

»

Tho Borsen Zeitung,of Berlin, publishes an
account of tho military forces of tho great
powers of Burope, from which is drawn tho
conclusion that ‘*soveral of the powers which
have hitherto been ranked as of the first
clags, will, in consequonco of their military

development not having kept paco with
other great powers, ho incapable of going
to war in future unless they have allics,
This is especinlly the csso with Austrin, Eng:
land, and also with Italy.” ‘Tho strongest
military power says the writer is Russia. 1.0
Russian army, which hitherto consisted of
778 battalions (equal to 771 German ones)
is now ruised to 228 regiments of infantry
with 684 battalions, 228 rifle battalione, 260
reserve battalions under the new army or
ganization, 72 regiments-of the Guard and
of the line, 50 regimente of Don Cossacks
(for service in Burope) with 500 squadrors
and 308 batteries of eight guns each, OF
this force 96 battalions, 20 squadrons, and 16
buttories belong to the Caucasian or Asiatic
army, so that there remains a force of 815
battalions on active service, and 250 reserve
battalions for disposal in Europe. Next
comes Germany. This power reckoning
only the tmops which are ready for the field
Lias 148 regiments of the Guard and infantry
of the line, (equal to 444 battulivns) 24 rifle
battalions, 302 battalions of the Lindwehr,
120 cavalry regiments with 556 squadrons,
and 382 batterries including 72 reserves of
six guaos ench. ‘The French army will,under
the new organization, consist ol 148 infantry
regiments (including four Turcos regiments)
and 30 rifle battalions, making in all 513
battalions on active service, and 288 reservo
battalions. To these must-bo added 64 ca-
valry regiments with 384 squadrons and 360
batteries of six guns each. ~Austris has only
infuntry regiments (240 hattalions) 40 rifle
battalions, 41.cavalty rogiments, and 176
batteries of six guns each. Her 160 reserve
and 140 Landwehr battalions are s yet raw
troops, which it would take some time to
train for active sorvice. ‘lhe Italian army is
similar in strength to that ot Austria, It
consists of 80 infantry-regiments, 10 of Ber:
shagheri, 20 of cavalry, and 10 ol artiliery—~
270 battalions 1n_all—and 160 batteries of
six guns each. Tho last of the European
states as a military poswer concludes the Bor-
sen Zeitung, is England,which can only mus.
ter for servicy in Burope 107 battalions, 42
squadrons, and 84 batteries of six and eight
guns each, We take this from the Pall Mall
Gazelle, and wo wonder our contemporary
did not remind the German that we can
snap our fingers at the greatest military

“power as longas we have our flect.

Canadian interest is concentrated on the
admission of Prince Edward Island to the
Confederation, the latest intelligence is a3
follows :—The Prince Edward Island delega-
tion had a long interview with tho Ministers
yesterday, Every effort is being mado to
complete arrangements immediately for the
admission of the Island into the confedera-
tion, and this may be accomplished beloro
tho closo of the session. The island will
have six representatives in the Dominion
Parliament.



