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%vith thcm, to pray for them, is thc Most that sYmpatllctic
and affectionate friends can do in the hour of the aloofness
of grief.

F-riends and relatives do not:aIways se this necessity of
letting the grief stricken remaini in the sanctuaty. %VitIî
well.meant, but clumsy, endeavors tliey force food on those
who irc not lîungry and drink on those wvhý arc flot
athirst. They speak of recreation to those who can tbink
of nothing beyond the dcsert place in whicli they niust
abide ti.l th(- tender Shepherd Himself find themi and lead
them into the liglit. It would be better in niost cases to
forbear attempts %Yhich do little good, and to wait withi
patience for the healing touch of time and the rcturn of
licalthy life and vgSor. These corne when God lias donc
whlat the sorrow was sent for, and from -lie sorrow's hour
of darkness the sufferer arises, stronger to comnfort others,
with a new experience of the Divine love, and sometimes
with a revelation, never forgotten, of the nearness of
Heavcn to carth.

Rejecting the Gospel.
IJY itsv. ADDIBOI; I. FOSTER, fi.D.

As the end of Christ's ministry drew near the opposition
of His cnemies became more pronounced. In consequence
and by necessity Ris teaching passed over f rom tliemes of
grace to themes of judg-ment. He spolie with greater
distinctness and severity of pro .**Xaig evils and their resuits.
On one orcasion the Pharisecs challenged His right to teach
in the temple. With a masterly stroke He silenced them
by showing thein that as on tùeîr own confession they were
unable to decide concerning the position o! johin the
I3aptist, neither weretheycomj., lent nor had tbey the right
to question His authority. He followed up His advantage
by gwîong three parables, JIl o! them illustrating the difrerent
ivays in which nmen sin against Christ by rejecting His
message. The parable of the Two Sons shows there is.

A REJEcTION 01? CURIST, IN SPITIL 0F PROFESSIONS.
God's kingdom is cotnqpared to a vineyard in which

grapes are to be gathered and ini which work is to be done.
In this kingdom God graciously desires the assistance of
inen. They may be of service in His work. But some are
like the Pharisees, ready in promise, abundant in professions,
but utterly failing in performance. It is almost as easy to
deceive oneseIf as otherb in such matters. The outiward
observance of foms and the reiterated declaration of a
.right purpose olten leads one to suppose hie is doing al)
hie ought, when these are merely the shell within wvhich the
meat has withercd away. Let no mani be satisfied with weil
sounding wvords, or with church.membership, or Nvith
ordinances. We shall bejudged for our deeds. Even the
deflant refusai to do right, such as comnes from flagrant wrong-
doers, if followed by repentance and right doing, is las better
than the empty professions of Pharisaism.

REJECTION OF CHRIST %VITH VIOLENC2,

is another form o! this great sin, which Christ sets forth in
the parable of the Wicked Husbandman. The history of
the Jews is a dreary illustration of the truth o! this parable.
God's prophets who came to receive the fruits o! Mis
Kingdom werc successively nialtreated and killcd, and last
of ail, the Son of God, who had corne on the urne errand,
was slain on Calvary. Nor is this form of-rejecting Christ
a Jewish peculiarity. The ten persecutions under the
Roman emperors, the horrible record of cruelties in
medizeval times against aIl who sought to worship Christ in
simplicity, show the saine disposition. And to-day the
bitterness oftcn manitestcdl towards those who raise their
voice against popular sins evinces the sanie spirit.
Il Propliccy unto us smooth things," was the demand of
ancient Israel. WVe l'car the saine demand to-day. It is
flot.so long since lie who lifted up bis voice against
slavery was mobbed, and in recent years the Salvation
Army lias suffered mnany things for Christ's sake. There is
no question as to the penalty for this defiant and rcbellious
rejection o! Uhe truth. 1t rneans destruction. The jewish
nation for their rejection were scattered and their bigh
privilege as the conservators o! religion given to others.
To-day ail opposers of the truth are ocrushed by the
Divine progress of the Gospel. The stone cut froni the
inountain without hands shall grind thern Io powder. In
the nature of things it must be so. Ini the progress o!

*An EzposiUion baued en <Matt Xxi. 23-xxli. 14);- la the fliblo
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civilization niew truthsi corne to liglit, great inventione are
miade, a better way of living is devised, improvements in
rnanufacturing and building are cortintinlly made. 'flie
resuit is that business that does flot accept the truth thus
brought to light fails, that a nation that does flot receive
such ncw trutli grows îveak and fallu bchind, that indi-
viduals that remain stolid and stationary lose aIl influence.
This universal law holds gond in religion. Christianity
brouglit in a îîew and mighty truth. He who fails to
receive it is brolzen to pieces and scattered to dust.

The parable o! tic Marriage rFeast teaches that theme
miay be
A RBSJECTION Oit CHRIST WIT*I IERSISTENCE AND CONTBhIT.

God loves us so that He invites us repeatedày and even
with entreaty. God condescends to set forth thc attractions
of His feast. IlMy oxen and fatlings are kilicd." It is a
great occasion, the marriage of the King's son. Comne, for
this is an honor due your Kir,;. It is amazing that an
invitation from God urged on grounds like these should bc
rejected at ahl, but in fact a great number refuse the
invitation rcpeatedly, and even with scorn. The honor due
to God and the privileges He offers mien are r ~t felt. Not
only are tbe blessings rejected but indign-s.-s are shown
those who are sent to offer them.

There can le but one result frorn alI thîs, a most evil
one to tliose who persîstently refuse. Such grow rapidly
calIous and unworthy, and having deprived thernselves of
the blessings essential to happiness, have only misery at last.

The incident o! the WVedding Garment with which the
parable o! the Mlarriage Feast ends shows tlîafthelre may bc
A REJECTION 0F CHRIST BV UNWORTHINESS OF CHARACTER.

It is not enough to accept Christ fotmally. l'lie
cliaracter nust correspond. He is :!ot pleasing to God
who heeds the caîl o! Christ, acknowledges Salvation as
orly throu&g'i im, and yet lîves an impure life. TIhere
must 'be a robe o! righteousness and Christ only can
furnish it, while no one really accepts Christ who rejects it.
Consistency of conduct is absolutely required to prove one
a Christian. There nmust be harmony among the guests at
the wedding feast. Any lack in purity of thouglit and life
would destroy the pleasure o! ail. He who found himself
there in the presence o! those o! Christly character while
his own heart wvas black, would be unhappy and dizlike bis
surroundings. No wonder that the penalty is written
Il Bind him band and foot, and cast him out into the
outer darkness." Mis lack of sympathy with the saved and
the pure niakes this inevitable.

Our Conversation-What is it?
13V MlISS M. V. WILC0X.

A noted lecturer once said, "1To-day conversation is
one of the lost arts." \Vas he right ? Look at the
facts. R.ýend for yourself the records o! society. Gather
up the fragments you hear in the street, the store, the
office, the school and the home circle. piece them to-
gether, then add the polite language of society and tell
me what have you. Only babbie, do you rcply, for
surely the language of business, home and social circle
were neyer nieant to formi models of beauty and elo-
quel .ce ?

I grant you this is true, but wvhere I ask you to look
for the training, if the work.shop of language is not to
be found in daily life at home and abroad?

lVhat are your every day words but the languaga of
expression the utterances o! thought. Ponder wvcll the
message thcy bear, before you decide whether conver-
sation is one of the Illost arts." What so difficuit: o!
cultivation as the speech ? What blunders the unedu-
cated are constantly making! Wbat restiveness under
curb and bit do ignorant persons constantly manifest
while seeking a higher education. When, do you ask,
wilI language reflect perfectly the varying slade o!
thought and feeling? When, do I repeat, will the
human soul o! another vîbrate to your slightest touch,
respond to your faintest wish ? Never, urîtil the heart
of conversation has been restored to its rightful place,
as the audible utterance of character, the visible expres-
sion of sou!.

liave 1 dimly outlined the meaning of conversation ?
Would you learn the full lesson that experience would
leach you ? Study Wéýt the marks of violence on your
sout made by thoughtless, bitter, unkind, angry words,


