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imin* Its inercase lias been very con-
siderable during the past few yenrs. The
congregational nichîniery is tin an efii-
cient statu. lThe varions agencies eni-
ployed by modern congregations arc
adopt.ed and used systemnaticaliy. If
there was any ground of biaine or coin-
plaint in referezice to the doings of this

*Can1gregatian, it was in theic natter af
iiberality towards tc support of Gospel
-ordinances. Th.e incrense in the giving
isby no ineans in proportion to tfI e in-
crease of tue flimilies aud inembers wlîo
have-cannccted theniselves wvithin the
lat halfdazen years to this Congregatian.
Surely this is an anomaly. We wouid
reasonably expeet soinething different.
it îust. bc that thomo ivlio have iiteiy
joinied the cangregation contributed littie
or nothing out of the prosperity God
lias granted to them, for tho support and
advanccmen t of Dis cause, or that the
grace of* hberahity in the aider members
and mâdherents is not 8o vigorous and
fruitful as il once was. Without any
further reuiavks, conjectural or explana-
tory, ive would nierely say that a il con-
gregations, niembers nnd adherente,
should bear in mind that the grace of
liberality is as indispensable a sign of truc

relgio an pi~y as the grace cf faith.
In the case of Rloger's Hill and Cape

John cangregatians, the Presbytery was
not troubled wvith that thorn of arrear.i
of stiperid whici is so painful to minis-
tors and Preshyteries, and which is the
shanie and weaknesçs of congregations.
It was Most gratifying to the Presbytory
t0 hear, in the case of ail the congrega-
tians visited this wintor, with the excep-
tion af two, that the question,"I Are thiere
arrears of stipend due.,to the Minister ?"
was ansNwered by a-clear, maniy No. It
is ta be hoped that theene or two who
hiad ta answcr it.in aslivAtnd and bated
breatiî, by a ses, shal ;at the next Pres-
byterial visitation be in the hionest ani
nanourable position ta answer it by an
independent No.! Why moat? Is thero
atiy rcason why ail the congegatioR8
within the bounds -cf the Presbytery of
Pietou should net be free of this arrear-
age stigma ? la there any congregation
that promises to pay ut ctipend beyond
its ability ? Lot us :sc. The largest
amount -promised ýb]' any of aur congee-
gationsembracing .1.00 faînulies, is $600.
Thero -are somae ongregations with this

nuinbor. yea, more, who pay considcrably
bossq. But Jet us consider the case ai onv
paying $600. Thiq gives an average af
36 pe'r f.iiiily a year, or 50 cents per
nionth for thé religions anti moral beno-
fit of eachi fainily. This suin looked at
in any light ig ainall, but especially when
vierecl in the liglit of tic Scriptuîral
ruie ai giving, which enjoineth on Cliris-
tiins ta support the Gospel in proportion
ta the iniasurc af temporal prosperity
God lins granted thein. We May look
at tItis matter in atiother wi7j. Suppose
that cadi fitiily coniited ai 4 persans
-whicli nurnber is legs tiîan the average
coinonly allawved by statisticians. At
the raie, titen, ai 36 a f.%rnily, liow mueli
l'or each persan ? It amounts to amno-
thing, le." than three cents for ecdi a
iweu'! Who af aur farmers, tradesuien,
or inerchants would consider sucli a emin
ta be toa heavy a burden ?

Likc ail othor Christian graces, the
grace of congrec'ational and individual
liberaiity is sÎ'i'o'f groivth. WVe know
that ta mnake it vigorous, what is required
ismore self-sacrifice and seif-consecra-

tion ta Christ. Let the spirit of lini,
who Ilthotigh hoe was rich, yct for auir
eakesq bccamie poor," tako possession of a
mari, anid hie wili become rich in ail
divine graces. No tratter what second-
ary hcips lie may have, or hindrances
inay oppose, his character will bear in
richliabondance the hecavcnly fruit af
this spirit.

'l'le grace ai liberality, like theoaliter
graces ai the christian, is tender anid
delicate. The rude breath ai miserli-
ness is apt ta cause it ta droop and ta
stint its growth. And this breath is biow n
upon it too often by the seifisi and
grasping. In tao mnany congregations
are ta be found the smaii-souled man
who would hbc tiîrown into convulsions
almost if a-sked ta undo his purse strings
for a charitable or religiaus purpase.
Such an onie înay ho faunid by going firoîn
famiiy ta faïnily, from individital ta in-
dividuai, with wlîisperings anid looks of
feignod regret, setting forth congrega-
tional anid individual inability ta flulfil
plodges ani promtises. Bewarc of thiese
gruiblers and taîkers. Whatever b.
their motive, be it nicannesu or spite,
heed thein not. They are ini congre-
gaLions what the flics are in the apothe-
carye 's intmrent. Resuit thein byý, the


