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THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF ONTARIO,

Drz% are glad to learn that Chief Justice
‘ 0:;9” bas at length been induced to take a
Tepose from the severe and unremitting
20U incident to his bigh position.
nm‘?‘ ‘f‘%&}‘ly tweuty-one years, his pre-emi-
h_lbl-htles have been devoted to the service
. APOsitlis country, in a judicial capacity. His
aver on has been no sinecure; and if any man
“"O“G;ned & holiday, that man is he whom
Chiag the profession are proud to call thejr
Hisrequest for six months’ leave of absence,
. @ at the urgent solicitation of his many
:&(’Wef.s, was acceded to with the alaerity of a
S ernment that had the good sense to appre-
u-"“he services of such an able and faithfyl
0t; and though his absence even for a
Jhort ‘lm? will be a severe loss, it will be
Wﬂ;' Patiently in the knowledge that he is
, ﬁ:‘!‘ #nd beefiting by his haliday, and
#onfident. hepe that wa shall soon sgain

éim akse bia place in renewed health sud

RECENT MUNICIPAL DECISIONS.

o ¥al intereating questions have lately

ppﬁ?;,wiﬂ“ before the Judges of the

Beful ghor * Tarenta, which it way bo |

y t‘0:‘ :
o 5B debated question as to the pay-
.:““‘-Df #3308 by candidates apd vo,téu’.)bﬂ»
length been sottled, though ip what man-

ner is not of much importance, ag the law of
1866 as to this point is nat likely to trouble
us again, at least in the unmanageable shape
in which it, was originally passed. The deci-
sions carry out the intention of the act des-
pite all difficulties experienced in working it;
and non payment of taxes, either by ean-
didates or voters is held to be an abse-
lute disqualification. Candidates must have
paid their taxes before the nomination day,
(which it has also been established is the firgt
day of the election,) and voters must bave
paid them before the 16th December.

Uuriously enough however, in the many
cases brought before the judges on the ground
of non-payment of taxes, it has never been
expressly decided whether when taxes have
been due in different wards or municipalities
they must have been paid in each, or only for
that ward or municipality in which the party
resided. Off hand opinions have been e3-
pressed both ways, byt it is not worth while
to discuss it further pow, :

The position of & person who has been
elected to municipal honours by aeclamation
is still as impregnable as it was under the
decisions on the former act. The wording of
the act being such as to justify the opinion
that if electors themseives take so:little inte-
rest in munieipal matters that an unqualified
person is elected without any opposition on
the part of those who ought to be most inte-
rested, they must make the best of him, and
wait for another year to put another in his
place.

This brings us to another decision which it
will be useful for future candidates to take &
note of, and it is this: if two candidates are
nominated, one qualified and the other not, the
former may as well at once make hia chotce
cither to stand upon his rights ss the only’
candidate who can legally be selected, and
refuse to contest the seat by going to the
polls, and notify the electors to that offect at
the nomination and on the polling days, and
clsim to be seated in lieu of his opponent who
goes to the polls; or, he may try the fortane
of an election and ‘then, if defeated, claim &
new_elactjon, for it js held that by going to
the polls he weives all right he may have bad
to the sest withoutan election.
 Anqther desisionas lately been given whigh
fhough we dp Bet. st present contend $0 haye

certainly left a candidae jo

the same awkward position in which cireew-




