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girls feel more pi-ide and ambition in their tichool iwork if' we
showed thatt wc folt an interest ini it ?

Thi8 same wnt of interest iii tho sehool training of the boys
and girls is farther inanif'est by the apparent indifférence, to the
surroundings of out- country school-houses. Go where you wvill,
iii any neighborhiood, and can you find another halif acre of'
grlouind that lookýs so God for-saken, anîd mnan tborsaken, as, the one
upon whichi the district school-houso stands ? Can you imagine
how they could bo made to look more desolate and iiuîinviting,
not to say repulsive-and do wve not in maost cases flnd the inside
a counterpart to the outside t3urr-oundling8 ? Some one lias said
titat our relig-ion, our civilization and refinement are like the
rings and layers of an onion, peel them awvay and you have at the
core an unregenerate savage. Sbould ive wonder that the boy
shows traits of bis origin when placed without the pale of civi-
lized surroundings ? Add to this that there are often 25 to 30
sclholars-ý shutt in a rooin tha.t bias healiliful heating capacity for
niot miore than 8 or 10, and then place in the center of the room
a stove with burning Capacity to consume ail the oxygen in a
couple of' liouirs, wvitli no provis3ion for ventilation, so that the
vital for-ce of tho scholar and the teacher becomoes stupified, and
thon wve wvonder that the seholars make sucli slow progress iii
their studies. But iii spite of this indifference on the part of
patrons, and these unfivorable surrotindings, owing cither to the
tidelity and sikill of the teachiers, or the natural aptnesfi of* the
-cholars, orbti sîae that we find anyone who lias spent

any consi(lerable timie in the district sehool but lias Iearned to read
and write, and to know something of arithinetie, and bas so faur
learned the conjugation of verbs as to, say somnetimne.iii Iiis- life 1
love, Thou lovest, We love. We beautitýr oui' homies and their
surronndings; wve do so because we think anid say they have a
civilizing aînd refining influienee, and we eay, IlWell, they do."
Viould flot the saine hold good if applied. to the sehool-house and
its surroundings ?

But aside from the knowledge acquired in our common sehools
the s;cholar ib trained to the habit of* syf3ternatie ilitellectual labor.
\Ve bardly realize how this habit of systematie mental ý,applica-
tion miakes even dificult things easy. And then the seholars heing
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