
OURRENT EVENTS.

generation of nmen, that hurnan inigenuity lias nleyer yet devised
a panacea for huimanl ills. Carlyle used to thunder algainst the
delusion thiat such a panacea, was to be founld in the ballot-box.
The more enthusiastie advocates of education for the poor ex-
pected too mucli and have beeli disappomited. It is quite
naturai that men who dweli long and earnestiy upon one par-
ticular inisehief should corne to regard it as the source of ail evil,
and its remioval as the one thingr needful to regrenerate the world.
One mian wvi1l argune that the prime ev il is the use of intoxicants,
and thiere sems to be no flaw ini the reasoningr by which lie
traces back ail vice and miisery to this gigantie, source. Anotlier
wvili demonstrate, with equally unassailable logic, that the cause
of inteinper-ance and of ahl othier evils is the social injustice
which causes poverty and degradation; aniother points to
ignuorance; another to the decline of religious belief. Thiey are
ail in a ineasure righit. Drunkzenness causes Iiverty and inie y,
and rnisery drives nien to drink; a decline in religtious belief
saps the foundations of rnorality, and viciouis piractices injure
the ca,.pa-city for sound belief. ft is possible to trace iiniorality
and poverty back to ignorance. The fact is that these forces of
cvii act and rcact upoii one other, each -appearing nowv as cause,
iiow as an effect; and the lesson wvhich generation after agenera-
tion lias learned is that ail cannot, be, subdued, by strikingr at one.
The question under discussion is furthier comphicatcd by the
variety of notions as to whiat education is or should be. Onie
school of eclucationists maintain that tlue only thiing to be imnied
at is to enable thie student to earni his livinig; and others plead
for the culture and training of every faculty, physicai, mental
and spirituial. Every country whiere-, a systein of public educa-
tion prevails lias hiad to settie in sonie way the question of
secuilar as a,.ga'inst religious educa-tion. The view that educationi
should be religious iii the broad sense-that it, shouid malze for
courage, reverence, self-denial, duty-wouid probabiy find

eeri acceptance. Thiese things are more importanit than the
miuchr:Vannillted thiree 1>.'s ; but unifortunately the attcmnpt to
fraine a sehIeme, for that kzind of teachingr is rcndered difficult
by the jealousies and contentions of the advocates of varions
formis of doctrine.

Igurvtut Enent».
Professor Cox, of McGill University, lectured lately before the

Graduates' Society on the subýjeet of University Extension. Iii
ref erringr to the prospect in Canadat, lie said: « With regard to
atpplyingc this seeie to Canada., the chief difficuity arose from


