il At

M

THE RURAL CANADIAN.

157

HOME CIRCLE,
THE MYSTERIES OF SHOES AND STOCKINGS.

Throwing the shoe aflter the wedded pairwasalso, nodoutt
in'ended as an sugury of long life to the bride. In Yorkshire
the ceremony of shaoe throwing is termed ** thiashung,” and
the older the shoe the greater the luck ; and in some parts
of Kent the mode of proceduie is somewhat pecuhiar.
After the departure of the bride and bridegruom the single
ladies are drawn up in one row, and the bachelors in
another. When thus arranped, an old shoe is thrown as
far back as powible, which th- fair sex run for : the winner
being considered to have the best charce of marriage. She
then throwe the shoe at the gentlemen, when the first who
gets it isbelieved to have the same chance of matrimony. A
somewhat similar custom prevails In Germany, where the
bride’s shoe is thrown among the guests at the wedding, the
person who succeeds in catching 1t being supposed 10 hzve
cvery protpect of a speedy masniage,

Many augurics are still gathered from the shoe. Thus
young yirls on going to bed at night place their shoes at
right angles to one another, in the furm of the letter T,
repeatiog the rhyme :

¢ Hoping this night my true love to see,
I place my shoe in the form of a T.”

As in the case of the stocking, great importance is attached
by many supersiitious persons as to which shoe they put on
fust, 10 allusion to which Butler, in his ** Hudibras,” says:

“ Augistus, baving b” oversight

Put on his left shoe fore his right,

Had like to have been slain that day
. By soldicrs mautin’ing for pay.”
An old wiiter, speaking of Jewish custome, tells us that
** some of them observe, in dressing them-elves in the mom-
ing, to put on the right stocking and right ahoe first, with-
out tying it. Then aftcrwards to put on the left shoe, and
50 7eturn to the right ; that so they may begin and end with
the right one, which they account to be the most fortunate.”
A Suffolk doggerel respecting the ¢ wear of shoes” teaches
us the following :

o ‘|}> at the toe: live to woe 3
Wear at the side: live to be a bride ;
Wezr at the ball : live to spead all ;

Wear at the heel : live to save a deal.” -

Amorg some of the many charms in which the shoe has
been lound cfficacious, may be mentioned one practised in
the north of England, where the peasantry, to cure cramp,
are in the habit of laying their shoes ac.oss to avert it.—
Domestic Folk-Lore.

HUMOUR AT HOME.

A good thing to have in the bouse is & sease of humour,
or the capzcity to seealittle fun lurking uader the humdrum
cates and work of life. We all know how it brightens up
things generally to have a lively, witty companion, who sees
the ridiculons points of things and who can turn an annoy-
ance inio ag ¢ccasion for laughter. It is 2 great deal better
to laugh over some dymestic mishaps than to cry or sonld
over them. Many homes are dull because they ate allowed
to become too deeply impressed with the cares and respon.
»ibilitics of life 1o recognizz ity bright side and espscially its
micthfcl side. Into such a household, good bat dull, the
advent of a witiy, bumotous fnend is like sunshine on a
cloady day. While it is 2lways eippre-sive to hear persans
constantly trying to say witty and tfunny thinge, it is com-
fortable 10 sce what a brightener a little fun 15—t0 make an
effort 10 Lave some at home, It is well 20 turn off an impa.
1icnt question sometiics, and 10 regard it 'rom 2 hamoroas
point of view, iostead of becom-ng irritated ab .t it.
** Wife, what is the 1eason I can never find a clean shirt 3
cxzlaimed a good hut rather impatient hustand, after ram-
magiog all through the wrong drawers.  His wifelooked at
him steadily for 2 moment, hall inclined to be provoked,
then wi h 2 comical look she gaid, ** I never could cues.
conuadrurms; 1 wive it up.” Thea he laoghed, and they
both lau;rhed, and she went and pot hix shirt, and he felt
ashamed of himself and kissed her, and then they bath felt
harpy ; so what might have bezn an ooca ion for hard words
ard unkind f-clings became just the conrrary, all thioogh
the httle vein of humonr that had cropped out to the sur ace.
Some children have 2 peculiar facclte for 2 humorous tarn
to thinge when they are reproved. It does just as well 1o
laogh thinps « § as 10 scold them off.  Lawchter is belter
than tears. Lt us have 2 little mare of it at home,

THE PATHOS OF LIFE.

“The pathos of life lics bat iittle below the surface; the
loving heart fecls it 2lk

Whiile I was ia college 1 was imprested very deeply byan
incident illustrating the pathos of thete facts, which needs
unly to be known to be felt. I had observed 2 larpe New.
foundland dog aborct the deormitories for nearly a week.
Oae cl cdy aficrnoon an old man came weatily in‘othe yard
and erquited for the dog.  The wild ones saw a chance for
2 Jittle diversion, and so the dog was allowed to luok
benignly dawn from the altic windows opon his maser.
The old maa trudged up the long flighis of stepe, bur when
bie reached the Toom ke saw the dog playiog leap-frog with
theboyson the campos.  Again he parieatly descended, and
1he chase waskept up uatil the old man «aw it was of no ©se.
Tt afforded great spon for the thoaghiless, bat there were
some among the scores lovking on whose hearts and tongaes
protested.

* Boys." said the old man, **1his looks like spost 10 you,
hat if you only uaderstond the circumiances, ya'd feel
wmore like crying than like lacghing. My wifcasd Thad =z
linle granddauphier & week ago, but we haven't now, She
died last Satorday, The dog was a great favaunte with her.
He stayed in her room aH throvgh her sickness, and she

would stioke him with great tenderness when she was almost
too tecble to raise her hand. While she was dying. she
«wid : * Grandmas, you'll keep Rover to remember me by—
won’t you, grandma ?
wmeet in heaven s’ and now grandma is very lonesome with-
out her little gitl, anJd she wants the dog,  He ran away as
soon as the little gir! died, and I have bren searching for
him ever since,  Please, bays, let me take him home, for
we have nobody to tare for but the dog **  His voice chuked,
while tears stasted in many eyes. Quickly the dog was
given up : a hat wai passed, and sub-tantial tokens of the
boys’ repentance were Jm:scntcd the old man ; and while he
truoged away foll wed closely by his dog, the sun broke
throu h the clouds, for it was abuut to set, and flung 2 flood
of golden ra{s upon the college campus and its buildings,
lighted up the old man'’s face as he made an adieu, and
seemed to be the benediction of heaven on the scene. 1 shall
never forget —Rev G. L. White.

TENNYSON'S NEW SONG, FOR THE QUEEN'S
BIRTHDAY.
First pledge our Qucen, this solemn night,
Then drink to Eugland, every guest ;
That man’s the best cosmopolite,
Who loves his native country best ;
Maz Freedom's oak forever live,
With lasger life from day to day ;
That man's the true conservative
Who lop~ the mouldered branch away.
Hands all rvund ! God the traitor’s hope confound !
To the great cause of Freedom dnnk, my friends,
Aand the great name of England round and round.

To all the loyal heasts who long
To keep vur English Empire whole §
To all our noble sons—the strong
New England of the Southern Pole !
To England under Indian skie$,
To thuse datk millions of her sealm !
To Canada, whom we love and prize,
Whatever statesman hold the helm,
Hands all roand ! God the traitor's hope confound !
To the great name of England driok, my iriends,
And all her plorivus colonies round and round.

To all our statesmen, so they be
True leaders of the land’s desire !
To both our Houses, may they see
Beyond the borough and the shire}
We sailed wherever ship could sail,
We founded many 2 mighty State,
Pray Gol our greatness may not fail
Through craven fears of being great.
Jiands all round ¢ Ged 1he traitor's hope confonnd !
To the grent cause of Freedom drink, my friends,
And the great name of England round and round.

LAW OF BRANCHES OCVERHANGING
NEIGHBOURS.

Two persons own land separated by a line fence, which
is commoun propeity betwren the two parties.  One has an
apple tice on his side of 1the fence, whose limbs oveshang
the fepce on the side of the other. Apples fall on cither
side. The question often asked is, Do the apples that fali
on ane’s Iand belong to one or the other. or to both? This
subjec: bas heen several times discas<ed, with some contra.
dictory drcisions and jadgments, bat the roles are now
pretty well esiablished.  If the stem or trunk of the tree
grows so clo~c 10 the Jine that parts of its acical body ex-
tend 1nt0 each, reither owner can cut it dowa without the
oonsent of the other, and the fuit is to be equitably divided.
1f the stem of the tree stands wholly within the boundary
lice of one owner, he owns the whole tree with its products,
althonghtherootsand branchesextendintothe propenyof the
other.  There was an old rule of law that the latter might
c'atm from the yield of 1th- teee a¢ much a5 woul t be an «f-
set fur the nouriskment it derived ftom his estate, but thic
is now o'solcle. The law gves the lardowner un whose
soil 1thz tree stands the right tu cot it down at his pleasure,
and to pla k all she fimt fram it whi'e it stanls,

In N:w Yozl State the counts have decided ihat trespass
for 2:5a0)’ would lic by the wwner of the tree againat the
owner of the land over wh ¢ch itx branches extended if he
prevented the oaner oof 1he iree, 1y prrsonsl violence, from
reaching over and picking the froit growing up-n thee
hraaches while standing «n the fenc- dividing the lands.
The land of the owner over which tre branchesextend may
lop the branches cla-c 1o his iine.  He may alsn dig down
ard cat the ronts square with his linc, if he 50 ciects.  1n
plaia terms, if Do portion of sh- trank 1s within his line be
may Tetuse all trespase of the tree on his premises, either
ahove the ground or below it.  Bat if he gives the teee
license either to extend i's soots under his «01l or to hangits
branches over hiz premises he does not tberety gain any
night to its freit. e cannot pick it for him-elf nor inter-
fete with the picking by 1he owner, 23 lnng an tne lattes 1c.
mains 10 the tree or on the fence whichdwndes the propenty.
Thissightiothe froird-wesnot. hoxever, permit theotherown-r
to come upoa the sail oa the other side of the lincto pather
the fruit, an ] all the f:git which fails withuai Folence tothe
groend on thatside may thas become the propeny of s
owncr.—Lhiledepkia Ledger.

AORNING BRAIN WORK:

It seems strange that the habit of Iying in bed houns
after the sun is up should ever have obtained a held
on the muliiiede of brain-wutkers, as undvabledly it
had in times past.  Hour for hoor, the intellec'ual work
done in the carly morning, when the atmosphere is ae yet
unpoisoned by the breath of myriads of actively moving
cToatares, st be, and, 33 2 matter of experience, isincoms

Be guod to Rover, and we'll all '

patably bettes than that done =t night. The habit of writ.
g and reading late into the day and far into the night,
* for the sake of quict,’ 15 one of the most mi chievous 1o
whicn a man of mind can addict bimself, When the body
is jaded the spirit may scem to be yt rest, and nat so casly
distracted by the surroundings which we think less obtrusive
than in the day ; bur this sceming 13 a snare. When the
budy is weary, the brain, which is an integral part of the
bouy, and the mind, which i< simply brain function, are
weary too.  If we persist in working one part of the system
because some other part is too tired to trouble us, that can-
not be wise management of self. The feeling of tranquiliity
which comes vver the busy and active man about 10.30 or
11 o'clock ought out to be regarded as an incentive to work.
It s, infact, the effect of a loweriag of vitality consequent
on the exhaustion of the physical sense.  Nature wants and
calls for physiological rest.  Instead of complying with her
reasonable demand, the night-worker hails the “feeling” of
mental quiescence, mistakes 1t for cleargess and acuteness,
and whips the jaded organism with the will until it goes on
working. What is the result? Immediately, the accom-

lishment of a task fairly well, but not balf so well as if it
ﬁad been performed with the vigour of a refteshed brain
working in health from proper sleep. Remotely, or later
on, comes the penalty to be paid for unoatural exertion—
that is, energy wrung from exhausted or weary nerve centres
under pressure. This penalty takes the form of **nervous-
ness,* perhaps sleeplessness, almost tertainly some loss or
depreciation of function in one or more of the great organs
concerned in nutrition. Totelieve these maladies—spnog-
ing from this uasuspected cause—the brain worker very
likely har recourse to the use of stimulants, possibly alco-
holic, or it may be simply tea or coffee. The sequel nced
not be followed. Nightwork duting student life and in after
yeats is the {ruitful cause of much unexplained, though by
no means inexplicable suffering, for which it is difGoult, if
not impossible, to find a remedy. Surely moraing is fAe
time for work, when the whole body is rested, the brain re.
lieved from itstension, and mind-power at its best.—Zondosn
Larncet.

THe Herzegovinian insurgents have been successful in
some recent skirmishes with the Austrians.

VEssELS that arrived last week from Nova Scotia report
having passed through miles of dead fish. Prof. Baird. of
the Smithsonian Institute, pronounces them the tile fish, a
new species found =zt great depths, which he thinks were
killed by the recent storm.

Tue Empress of Russia has gone to the summer palace
of Iljiosk, near Moscow, on account of her ill-health. Itis
said to be a magnificent zesidence, that can be rendered un-
approachable, being entirely surroonded by mountains, at
the foot of which Jows the Moskwa,

ATTEMPTS t0 blow up houses occupied by persons objec-
tionable to the Land League, an affray between soldiers 2nd
people, and the barbarous mutilation of 2 man who can-
vassad for an unimportant office in o;}posilion tothe Lind
League candidate, are reported from Ireland.

A SECOND attempt was made to destroy the Andié monu-
ment, near Tappan, N.Y., on the 31st ult. Aa explosion
shook the village near midnight, and, upon investigation, it
was shown that a nitro-glycerine carntridge had been placed on
the 1nonument acd discharged. The pedestal of the monu-.
ment was corapletely destroyed. .

CANADIAN FARMING:

AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICULTURE BY
PRACTICAL FARMERS.

Full Cloth Binding. 436 pp. Nearly Three Hundred Illus-
trations. Only $t.s0. Worth Double the Moacy.

Theundertigned annouuces the poblication of Vol.I. of the ** Oatario
A -nenltural Commisdo. Report,™ which s a condensatiop s the facts
asgives at full enpthint e five g vol Ia this vol .
complete inatself, wmill be frund the resalts reached by the Comamise
sioners. in fact inits pages is gives, ia accessible form and conve.
ni ntiy arranged for ready ref 1ence the creazm of what is contzin-d ia
nearly three thous nd pages. .

A glance 2+ the table of contents ¥ili at on ¢ shew that this hook
orvers a wide range of ta o3 —all of exceediag nterest to the farmer.
dairynuan, live s1ock dealer, fruit grower, bee kevper_gardener, ctc.

The followiag suljects are treated 10 detail wizs: - Frust cultare; for-
q:?'aud agrculture; inscCis, ::fuuo(u aand beneSaal: insectivorous
birds: bee kesping: po-lry and eger i genenad famming : dairyirg:
horse breeding : waltin ¢ with agriccltore 1artincial manares,
spraial »rope—~incloding £ax. to'acts beansand sorphum: 2gnculiunal
edocation and farm acceunts: metesdology: the Muskeka districa s
disea-cs ofstock : srock lawe and mingies of the several meetings ofthe
Commission. The whole forming a woek

Indispensable 10 every Farmes, and which only re.
quizes to be seen 10 Le appreciated.

The Londoa ** Advertiser,"1n nocicing the book, says :—**So specisie
are cany of the details eaiered into thar each chapter may almost de
cons dered a text-book or hand.bonk on the panti subject concera-
ing whichittrzeats. « . . Iereofocty flkanmated, the eagraw
ings wllno douM beusefn? 1a gurding many readers 20 a clearer Co:
preheation of the text than they would otherwise obtain™

MAILTD FXXE TO ANY ADDXESS ON R&CTiry oF S1so.

How to get this Book fcr a Nominal Price.

Cuzar Croesixc Coxsiwation.

Seboibers to the Ruzat Cavaniax paysag S1.30 to 33 ageal, of
remittiag 1be rame direcy to this oléce, m"n be c»:i:)?& te the pager for
o0¢ yearand a copy of CaXadiax Faxuisgas dexribed alove, The
gaper alene is worth $1.00 per year. Tae paperand book are cludhed
athis low rate 3o that our sa Us for the Ruxar Ca¥adiax
may ia a fgw weeks be increased 10 20,000 names,

AGENTS WANTED cverywhere, 1o mak fmaaediaz
iberalinducemesis odercd. Apply to € a3 tm ¢ caann

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Publishes.

s Joxoax StxzzT, ToxoxTo.



