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- Rotes of the Wleek.

A. Mmovement Is being started which

bas for s object the holding of a Chris-
;l;“ Congress in Jerusalem in the year
0

b 0. A public meeting will be held in
hiladelphia July 4th.

. “In my opinion,” remarks Lord Rob-

“Orts, « the good health of the DBritish

™My iy Ingia is due to the sobriety of

the men.  Out of the 69,000 soldiers

arly one-third are members of the Army
Mperance Association.”

‘American missionaries in China have
Warned that the Geary exclusion act
&y‘canse trouble for Americans living in
18t country., Lmergency funds have been
t the various missionaries there. It
1 be well if our Canadian missionar-
are not also injuriously affected.
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A committee of the English Presbyter-
mn Church is considering the feasibility
in‘“‘gurating a system of change of
mh‘isterial spheres by which ministers may
Tansferred from one church to another
Qlthcam where such change is desirable,
"4 1r for the sake of the ministers or
7 Congregations, or both.

The Southern Presbyterian General As-
bly met at Macon, Ga., last week,
elected Judge J. W. Lapsley, of Ala-
&, Moderator. This Is sald to be the
time in the history of the Presby-
' B Church in the United States that
U¥yman has been elected to the office
Oderator of o General Assembly.
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It 4 reported from Rome that D>ope
Leo intends soon to issue an encyclical
::?",‘mending a more general study of
Bibje among Catholics; and another

%t"mmending the nations of Europe to
Stezle their digputes by arbritration in-

ar of war, and to disband their great
9 ®8; and still another on the school
®stion in America.

»

ch‘;l;he statistics of the Presbyterian

th, ®h, in England, presented recently,

ot 200“ membership of 66,971, an incrgase

- Mgy - The number of congregations re-

k'ﬂe}, the same, 290. In the Sabbaths

" Bgo Ol there are 7,334 teachers and 78,-
g, Xholars. Nearly one-fourth of the
tiay Tship are engaged in active Chris-
Vigy, 'k In the Sabbath-school as district
oM, ete,

f

Ng;:h his < vital Statisties” Dr. Arthur
Clop °lme informs us that of every 1000

Men petween the ages of 45 and
Log Y 15.93 dje annually. But of every
85, 2 doctors petween the ages of 45 and
Roy.. © lewer than 28.03 die every year.
g h‘but Statisticians of class mertality at-
‘ a'none the high rate of mortality
; gy &5t medical men to the harassing

ol their duties.

’,ls.:na Scotlana the Episcopal Chureh is
ER Wractjve as a profession than the
f%"n Ytertan Churches. In these incomes
gy *ly £1,000 a year are fairly com-
" The meomes of the best known min-
¥ &t-u:,l;lm Dot always the largest. In the
% By, 8hed Chureh, Dr. Macgregor, of
WPy, &L, receives £923; while his col-
Agog . TeCelve £829: A. K. H. B. receives
© iy Dr. Doanld MecLeod, Glasgow, (the
Chyp,, ' 3900 Words}, £1,000. In the Free
h"gh * Dr. Alexander Whyte, of Edin-
By, TO%0IVes £1,163, which Is the lar-
¢ 'lg tol’end pald in Scotland. The largest
(Mt- 80y Presbyterian ministér is at
8 .. ‘M £1,200 to Dr. Monro, Gibson,
7% John'y Wood, London, ,

- and

Harper’s Magazine gives this con-
densed description of the Chinese quarter
in San Francisco : “These 3,000 gouls,
huddled together in spaces well-nigh un-
b-~arable, uninhabitable, jostling each oth-
er along dark and erowded thoroughfares,
sllently and imperturbably pursuing their
mysterfous ways, s0 supremely indifferent
to all that hems them in, men they seem
not, but shades ‘all too palpably’ from
the deep-Tartrus of time.”

Rev. James Stalker, the well-known

Free Church minister, of Glasgow, Secot-
land, in a recent lecture, ventured on a
moderate criticism of the late poet-lau-
reate’s work. He asserted that when one
read his poetry long at a time there was
a senso of being cloyed with sweetness,
and one wished that simple things were
described more simply. There was an arti-
ficiality which they did not feel in Burns,
for instance. The cure for this would be
found In avoiding a surfelt of Tennyson
by using Burns and Tennyson alternately.

The Rev. Dr. Robert W. McAll, the foun+
der of ‘the McAll Mission, dled in Paris on
Thursday, May 11. His constant and ar-
duous labours om behalf of the mission
bearing his name and so dear to his
heart, undermined his health. About a
year ago he became ill and went to Eng-
land hoping ‘to regain his strength. He
grew, 'however, rapidly worse, and re-
turned tc Paris about two months ago.
His last official act was to preside, on
April 25th, at a mesting of the Board
of Directors of the McAll Mission In Paris.

Of the population of the Russian Em-
pire but 25 per cent. of the inen and 2 per
cent. of the women can read and write.
And yet the national government ap-
propriates scarcely £5,000.070 annually
for education in an empire of more than
106,000,000. It has been officially de-
clared that 3,250 new schools be founded
each year, it would take 260 years hefore
everyone of the present population could
read and write. With the exception of
the Baltic and Polish provinces, the local
authorities are indifferent to the prevail-
ing ignorance.

At the meeting in Queen’s University
Friday evening, Prof. Williamson related
an interesting  personal experience in
founding a review which has since attain-
ed a world-wide reputation. Those who
‘heard him were surpriséd io learn that
he was one of the twenty young men who,
having recently graduated from Edin-
burgh University, subscribed twenty
pounds sterling each, and started *“The
Presbyterian Quarterly” which they wrote
for and edited themselve: without salary.
Afterwards as the Quarterly prospered
increased its scope, it became “The
North British Review,” and later still,
“The British Quarterly Review,” under
whicli name it still wields a powerful in-
fluence in the world of letters.

In Sweden and Norwoy the sale of in-
toxicating liquors is under strict govern-
ment control, according to the so-called
Gothenburg system. That system origin-
ated in 1866 and has becn in general prac-
tical operation during ‘the past 20 years.
In this period the population has Increas-
el 14 1-2 per cent., and the consumption
of liquor has decrensed 45 per cent. The
number of criminals has decreased 16 per
cent., likewlse paupers 15 per cent.
Increase of depositors in Savings Banks,
145 per ecent; imcrease of deposits,
100 per cent. The number of temperance

socleties has increased from 30 to 800, .

and their membership from 3,000 to 100,-
000. The number of persons paying an
income tax to the government, and there-
by securing polktical rights, has nearly
doubled during the past 20 years. -

PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM.

Preshyterian Banuer . Christian charac-
ter 1s not an act, but a process; not a
sudden creation, but a Jevelopment. It
grows and bears fruit like a tree, and
like a tree requires patient care and un-
wearied cultivation.

Bible Reader: You will not pray until
you get under a cloud, and you will stop
praying the moment the sun comes out.
You wonder why God delays his answer.
Now be honest; does such praying, under
such circumstances, deserve an answer?

¥. W. Robertson: Eternity is ecrying
out to you louder and louder as you near
its brink. Rise, be going! Count your
resources ; learn what you are not fit for
and give up wishing for it; learn what
you can do and do it with the energy of
a man,

The Interior: It is very hard to be-
lleve that a thing is rightly done, when
it is not done our way. It is human na-
ture to forbid men when they do not fol-
low us; only that divine wisdom which
comes from on high is able to receive as
for itself whatever is not against it.

Ruskin: How often it Is difficult to be
wisely  charitable -to do good without
multiplying the sources of evil. To give
alms is nothing unless you give thought
aiso. It {8 written, not “blessed is he
that feedeth the poor,” but “blessed is he
that considereth the poor.” A little
thought and a little kindness are often
werth more than a great deal of money.

Spurgeon : See ‘the spider casting out
her film to the gale—she feels persuaded
that somewhere or other it will adhere
and form the commencement of her web.
She commits the slender filament to the
air, believing that there is a place pro-
vided for it to fix itself. In this fashion
should we cast forth our endeavours in

this life, confident that God will find a

place for us.

Presbyterian Witness: We desire the
reformation of the Church of Rome; and
for this purpose we should like her intelli-
gent people to study the story of the
Churel: before the Reformation. Tt s un-
utterably dark! distressing, hateful. We
do not hold any men of the present genera-
tien responsible for the past, except when
they make it their own by endorsing and
defending it. There is many a dark and
dreadful episode in the history of the re-
formed Churches; hut these survivals,
these evils, these crimes, are condemned
by Protestants--condemned and deeply re-
gretted. Let a similar condemmnation
Coine from the other side, and it will be
at least a wholesome sign of the times.

The Independent : It is one of the curi-
oslties o! sanitation, that it remained for
the regiments of British soldiers in India
to demonstrate that it is healthful sur-
roundings ‘which make hedlthy people.
When dry camping grounds were made
imperative and the use of proper hyglenic
fopd commanded and protective clothing
insiete¢ upon, soldiers became daily. In-
spected to prevent evasion of sickness, and
perfect cleanliness of person, clothing, bed-
ding and cammp, was enforced and made
to take the place of the fatalistic notion
that “of course the India service is ter-
ribly destructive, but what can Tommy
Atkins do,” It was found that the death
rate could be brought down lower than
in rural England and gave a new: Impulse
t0_ sanjtary effort In the. home ‘country.
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. meant us to Dbe.

Philadelphia Presbyterian: Money has
a  vast purchasable power, but there are
inany things which it eannot buy. <« A
good name” is not secured through riches,
but through noble principle and Wworthy
deed. A clean character is of the highest
worth, yet the gold of the millionaice can-
not purchase it, while it may belong to
the poorest of the land. Sympathy and
love are not the product of gain, but of a
genercus nature, and a renewed heart.
Content is better than rubles, but is the
fruit of divine grace. Holiness of heart
and purity of life, though of priceless
value, come by the way of the cross, and
as the result of the Holy Spirit’s traus-
forming and sanctifying influence. IHeav-
en is the grandest of all prizes, yet it is
bought without money and without price,
and is the inheritance of the grace of God.
He is the wise man who bends his great-
est exertions to the acquisition of the gifts
which money cannot obtain. ’

Dr. Joseph Parker: God has pr'omised
that a period shall be put to the reign
of sorrow : “God shall wipe away tears
from off all faces” (Isa. xxv. 8). Can we
now wipe away our own tears? Never.
If any man dries his own tears he shall
weep again; but if God dries our tears,
our eyes shall never lose the light. Tt all
comes, therefore, to a econsideration of
this solemn question, What shall put an
end to this sorrow ? Shall we by Irivol-
ity drown our sorrow ? shall we banish
our grief by pre-engaging our memory
with things that die in their using ? or
shall we say : Thou living God of all joy,
thou only canst put anend to human woe;
make my heart glad, and then my face
will shine: take the guilt -away from
my conscience and my nature, and then
my tears will cease to flow ? This is in-
terior work; this is a spiritual miraecle;
this belongs to the reign of God and the
ministry of grace. We resign ourselves,
not passively and murmuringly, but ae-
tively and thankfully, to God, that He
may make us glad with His own joy. The ;
Lord awaits our consent to the drying of
our tears.

Rev. Prof. John McNaughton, M.A.:
When once the ravage of the sing that
war against the life has robbed a human
sou! of these things, the jewels of its
crown, its royal birthright, tears are of
no avail. Theyare gone ; no repentance,
though we bathe in floods of it, can bring
them back. Well for many of us here
that we can still cleave to the hope of
liie and immortality, brought to light by
Jesus Christ, and look towards that land
beyond, where under more genial suns and
in a larger air the soul so dwarfed, and
stunted, and deformed by the waste of &in
and time. may grow at last to the falr
proportions of God’s plan, and flower in- -
to the bloom which has been nipped and
mildewed here. The past is gone for-
ever, but the future is our own. Never,
perkaps, in this world, can some of us
attain our full birthright, never become
what we might have ‘been, what God
The spring-time of our
mortal life may be past and many powers
of heart and will that once might have
been ours will qui¢ken no more op earth.
But we are encouraged to helieve that
there is still time for us if we gelze upon .
it, to lay bold of the inexhaustible pos-
sibilities of growth that lie for us in-the
boundless seed field of eternity. If we 'seek

_God as the repentant Esau sought his

earthly father with the exceeding Ditter
ery : “Bless me, even me also, O my father’
we shall find that our Heavenly Father
Is rich In reserves of blessing, and that He
still has one to bestow even oir the most
unworthy. ‘ '




