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Very solemin thoughts come to wise men as they
near the end of their earthly milgrimage. houghts
that are replete with wnstruction for ug, because they
sum up the experiences of a hfe ume  Thoughts to
which we do well to give heed  Standing conscionsly
on the margin of tune, frunting the wnnmite reaches ot
eternity, and looking back over all the brnef past~ for
the longest hife when 1t 1% dune 15 but a span, a hand-
breadth—their thoughis are profoundiy senous, mds-
cious and 1n accordance with truth  Everythmg s
seen maclearhight  The shadows that bunyg so hea-
vily about things have fallen away, and tiey stand
forth unveiled.  All the dedeptive influences of eanb-
ly relationship, that unduly magmtied this, or m.u-
mized that, 0 as to make them more or less regard-
ed, and conscquently tore or less authontative than
they ought to have been, are now powetless to de-
lude. Everything s looked upon in the hght of eter.
nity, and thercfore ts seen without exaggeration, Itas
a great advantage to us to lonok upon it through other
eyes than our own, that thereby false estimates may
be corrected ; low conceptions hifted up ; slow and
dead thoughts quickened: and the whole nature
stimulated. We need every aid thatis avalable to
gird up the lomns of our nund, and to arouse us to
the most diligent ettort,

In the life of Dr. Macdonald of I enintosh we read
of McPhail of Resohs benyg exceedingly restless on
his death-bed, and when asked of it were bodily
pain or the darkening of any spirstual cloud, he an-
swered that he felt as much assured of being forever
with lus Saviour as he was of lying on his bed,
“but,” he continued, *1 know not how | can look
Him 1n the face when | think how httle ! have done
for HIm." He had not been an wdle or careless min-
1ster ; but the most dihigent ana painstaking hie 1s
very, very poor in the presence of Christs great love
and self-sacrifice 5o long as we measure ourselves
by ourselves, and compare ourselves among ourselves,
we may present a very good appearance, but when
we adopt Christ’s unspeakable love as our standard,
a'l that is ours dwindles intoinsigmficance. Oh, how
poor, miserably poor, i1t secins then *

As Jobn Brown of Haddington approached Jus
end he often uttered this exhortation, ** Uh, lahour,
labour to win souls to Chnist. I wali say this for your
encouragement, that when the Lord led me 10 be
most earnest 1n this way, He poured in most comfort
nto my own heart. 5o that He gave me my reward in
my bosom ; and when 1 have tnied to help vacancies
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He hath repaid me well with glimpses of His glory. |

Were the Lord to make me young agan, 1 think !
would study to devise other means for gaming
sotlls than these which 1 have used, and prosecute
them with more activity than ever 1 dud ©

What a retrospective ghinpse s here ' le had
laid Scotland and the world under obhigauon ta him
by his Commentary and other Liblical works, and by
his professorial labours also he had been a very busy

-man, yet, looking back, he thought more means for

gaining souis might have been devised by him. Think
of that | Oh how slack we are in devising means for
the good of souls ! And when we do strike out 1n any
new path how careful we become of our reputation

Ah me, it s pitiful that we should be so much the
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ful time he felt inthe recollection of his " Moral Philo-
sophy.” He was happy to believe that.his * Natural
Theology * and * Evidences of Christianity " were
sound and useful works ; but the book on which his
mind dwelt with the greatest pleasure was his © Hore
fauline.”

Had not the * Moral Plalosophy ™ been immensely
popular?  Had it not been abundantly praised 2 Had

" he not had a genuine satisfaction in it in his lifetime ?

[hese facts cannot be doubted ; but now 1n the burn.

“ gy light of eternity, as cverything is seen  again,

+ things lughly esteem:d now change values?

what is popularity > What s applause® What isa
temporary satisfaction?  Nothing! nothing*  Only
that stands the test, which can bear the light of cter-
nty upon it As John \Vesley wiscly observes,
* the true valuc of anything 1s the value it will bear
w etermty * DBut looked at in that light, how many
fsow
many are decked cut 1n jewels that are only cut crys.
taf, and 1n gold that 1s only plated brass, and arc all

. the while wnagimny them to be real? They are

. last  days,

sport of these winds that blow over the surface of |

society ; that we should contern ourselves more
about the opinions of those who are not worth asmygle
consideration than about the rescuing of immortal
souls from everlasting destrucion®  Let us look

through John Browns eyes, and see the unspeakable .

value of the immortal spirit, and not be slow to de-
vise means to gain men to God No means that
will attain this end are to be despised. Anythung-
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that will lead a s0ul to Jesus Cicist aiay L done
Here, the end wall always ,ustdy the me.as.

In the life of Dr.,Chalmers we have this statement ;
When not far fromn his end, Wilham Paley, 1D.D,,
1n conversing with some of his famly or fuends, took
a calm review of his several works. He expressed
the deep regret and dissatisfaction which at that aw-
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bhinded by the god of this world, and the fictitious
seems the real,  Ab, let them be weighed in the bal.
ances of eternity, and they are nothing and much less
than nothing.

Nuncan Matheson, the celebrated evangehist, whose
hie was one of intense devotion to the salvation of
souls, said to Mr. Sandeman of Springland, in his
“Its all love--1t's all well, Reality
15 the great thing—1 have always sought reality. .

I have served the Lord for two-and-twenty
years ; 1 have sought to win souls—it has been my
passion—and now I have the fruit of t. One of my
spirtual cluldren went the other day as a mission.
ary to China, and many others of them are preaching
the Gospel. Well, at least you can say you have
seen the vanquished the conqueror.”

What a cheenng stran 1s this.  He 1s entering
into his labours. The past devotion, in its whole.
heartedness and joy, is just now comung to its har
vest  The rich and glorious reward of faithful lJabour
15 being possessed.  And what joy 1s like that? His
Iife was full of the noblest self-sacrifice, and now he
1s tea, ng as he sowed. He looks back without any
regret  He has honestly done hrs best.  Christ has
been the centre and source of all lus activity, and
from that as a firm standing-ground he does not
move. He need not move, for He 13 the Rock of
Ages the unchanging and unchangeable One. \Who
can express the sweet satisfaction that comes toa
snan who, looking back upon the past, finds lus life
tke a garden full of beautiful flowers and rich
plants?> And who can tell out the bitterness of heart
that must be his who, 1n reviewing his bygone years,
sees them lie behind him like an arid desert? The
louk back 1n some measure anticipates the verdict of
the judgment.  In 1t conscience utters itself with un
mistakable clearness. It may hlve been smothered
and stifled through years of engrossing care and
pressing business, but now 1t comes out in a -oice,
nnging ltke a bell, trembling with agony Like the
pendulum of the clock 1t may sway to the night and
to the left, but at length 1t must rest in the centre.
The voice of the conscience never errs, and at lengrth,
frced from every deadening force, it speaks out its
judgment it a way not to be misunderstcod.  All past
yesterdays make up to-day  All the hight of the fore-
gone days 1s focussed in the present. No man can rid
timself of his record.

How grandly do Paul’s words spring out of his con-
dition, * 1 am now ready to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good
fight, 1 have fimshed my course, 1 have kept the
fath " His eye sweeps the field of his life since

Chnst apprehended him, since he was born again—_

all therestis void He 15 conscious of a sterling integ-
rity,of a faithfulness to Jesusthat cannot be questioned,
and so he utters his thoughts as he does. And the
words that {ollow, while they point forward, they also
have a retrospective aspect . * Henceforward there is
laid up for me a crowa of righteousness which the
Lord, the nghteous Judge, shall give me at that day ;
and not to me only, but to all them also that Iove His
appearng.” What comfort Paul had in looking back !
Such as enabled him to look forward with confidence
and perfect contentment. He had no darkness rest-

ing on him, all was bright, sweet, gladdening and
hght.

The Rev. Richard Cecil had a principle on which
he acted, which is worthy of universal adoption. It
is expizssed in this way: “Let meask every day what

{FraruaAry 8ih, 1888,
reference it has to the day of judgment, and culti.
vate a dispositicn to be reminded of that day.”

When we live in the light of the judgment seat
of Chtist, everything we do is ennobled and putified,
We act as to the Lord, and not as to wman. And
there coines to u not only a large liberty, but aiso a
generous independsnce of spirit, which will brook
no carth-born consideration. We are free. We
live to the Lord. His thought guides us and His
will governs us.  No master can be superior to Him,
and no wisdom can be compared to His. A life
passed under His cye is one that will bear looking
back upon : one, too, that will bring the richest satis.
faction and the sweetest comforts to the soul—a
hife without any shade or regret or any touch of last.
ing sorrow. ‘

ALONE WITH TUER.

Into my closet, flecing as the dove
Doth homeward flce,

I haste away to ponder u'er Thy love,
Alone with Thee,

In the dim woods, by human car unheard,
)oyous and fice,

Lord, I adote Thee, feasting on Thy Word,
Alune with Thee.

Amid the husy city, thronged and gay,
But One I sce;

Tasting sweet peace as unoBecrved 1 pray,
Alone with Thee.

O, sweetest lile—life hid with Christ in God.
$So making me,
At home, and by the wayside and abroad,
Alone with Thee ! —=Alizabeth Prentiss,

THE GRACE OF GIVING,

A mimster says: * There are many who could as
casily write a cheque for £100 for God as they could
cat their breakfast ; but they have so many critical
considerations about it that they never do it. In not
many points do the Churches need a revival of Chris
tian life more than in this of giving. A good deacon
called on a man for a donation, but he did not get it,
because he lost so much on his Brighton shares. The
man died ; and 1n spite of the depreciation in Bright.
ons, he left nearly a million of money behind him."
In striking contrast to this unfaithful steward, read
the facts a Chinese misstonary writes: “One of the
women who gives so liberally is one of the former
pupils of our boarding school. She gives from three
to four thousand ‘cash ' a year, and this she makes
by doing odd jobs ‘or her neighbours.  Awnother poor
woman gives in the same proportion. Apparently,
she has not.enough to sustain her; yet she manages
to give more to the Lord than many who have enough.
One of the elders of our Ningpo Church is also a
cheerful giver. Hesaid: ‘In former years 1 gave
according to the amount of money I had gaized
duning the year. (Hesa carpenter.) Sometimes 1
had a larger and sometimes a smaller sum to give to
the Lord's work. But as I came to know more of
the Lord’s goodness, I began to give a certan sum
Last year I had no assurance of work ; indezd, |
knew there would be no large jobs, so I began tolor &
where [ could cut down my expenses. But when |
came to my annual offering to thc Lord's work, 1
could not deny myself the pleasure of giving the
usual sum ; and, do you know, in one way or another,
I have bad work. The Lord prospered me in ways
unexpected.’ ’— Z/ie Message.

YOUR DUTY.

Let us measure your duty in giving. What shall !

be the measuring rod ?

1. Your capacity.
could.”

2. Your upportunity.
good unto all men.”

3. Your convictions. * That servant which knew
his Lord's will and prepared not himself, neither did
according to His will, shall be beaten with many
stripes.”

4. The nccessities of others. “If a brother or
sister be naked or destitute of daily food,” etc.

s. Thy providence. * Let every man lay by him
store as God hath prospered him.”

6. Symmetry ot character. * Abound in this g.ace
also.”

“She hath done what she

* As ye have opportunity do

7. Your own happiness. “It is more blessed 104
give thao to receive.”
8. God's glory. “Honour God with your sub

tance.”




