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“ \What s the difference ?** said 1.

“Oh! will,” said he, ** that's altogether iflesent, 1 sup-
pose it is fictitious § but then it’s altogether different.  It's
8 allcgory."

* Now I don"t n})prch " continued Mr, Hardcap, without
explaining  himself any further, “of our modern Sunday
school libranes. 1 have complained a good deal, but it's no
use. ‘Tom brings home a story book every Sundnf'. I can't
very well say he sha'n't take an?' bouks out of the library and
1 don’t want to take him out of Sunday school.  But 1 don't
like these Sunday school storicd,  They are nothing but little
novels anyhow.  And they're all lies. [ don’t helieve in
telling stories to teach children. If I had my way, there
wouldn’t be but one book in thelibrary. That would be the
Bible.

** You could hardly leave in all the Bible,” sad L.
" Y?u would have tu cruss out the parable of the prodigal
son.”

4 The parable of the prodigal son !™ exclammed Mr. Hard-
cap, in astonishment,

“Yes,” sd I: *thatis if you did not allow any fiction
in your Sunday reading.”

¢Oh 1" said he, **that’s very different.  That's not fic-
uon; that’s a parable, That's entircly different,  Besides,”
continued he, ** I don't know what right you have to assume
that it isastory atall. 1 have no doubt thatitis true.
Christ says distinctly that a wman had two sons, and one
came and asked him for his portion.  He tells it all fer a
fact, and I think it very dishonouning to Jiun tu assume
thatitisnot. I have no doubt that fle knew just such a

”

** And the samie thing is true of the parable of the lost
sheep and the lost piece of money and the svwer and the
merchantman and the pearl and the unfaithful steward 2" 1
asked.

4 Ves,” said he, **1 have no doulst of it."”

“WVell,” said 1, ** that s at least 2 new view of Scapture
teaching.”

“* have nu doubt it is thecorrect une,” said he, **1don’t
believe there is any fiction in the Bible at all."

¢ Well,"” said 1, ** when you get home you read Jotham's
story of the trees, n the Book of Judges; I thin. it's about
the ninth chapter.”

T will,” said he; ““but if it’s in the Bible I have no
doubt it is truc, no doubt whatever,”

But in spite of Mr. Hardcap the Wheathedge library
flourished ; and next week our new quarters are to be dedi-
cated to the cause of literature and temperance by a public
meeting.  And I am assured by those that know that Tom
Poolc’s business was never so poo= as it has been since we
statted our apposition to his free reading-room.

Miss Moore asked Maurice Mapleson iast week to suggest
a subject for an illuninated motto to hang on the wall of the
seading-room over the librarian’s desk.

¢ Overcome evil with good,” said he.

( To be continuea.)

WILL THE CANADA PACIFIC RAILWAY PAY?

Principal George M. Grant contributes an interesting paper
on the * Canada Pacfic Raluay ™ to the Cenfury for
October.  From 1t we quote the fullowing . ** But what will
a railway get to doin this grext sea of mountains? For
along those five hundred miles of road on the mainland, con
structed at so ehurmvus a cust, the pupulativn, nut counting
Indians and Clunamen, is less than ten thousand. The
Botsh Culaminans damm that a portion of the Asiatic trade
will come their way, especially as the company that is build
ing the ruad hasannounced ils intentivn of putting un steam
ers to connect the Pacific terminus with the ports of Japan
and China . and they alsu puint to theiz fish, their mines of
silver and gold and their furests, as the complensent of the
prairies of the North West.  All their hopes and dreams
cluster around the railway, and those whom it does not en-
rich wiil feel that they havea right to be disappointed. They
ignore the fact that the people of the North-West or an{
other country can afford to pay anly a cerntain price for fis
or flesh, galena, gold, or anything clse, and that if it cannot
besupplied at said price it must be for them all 12 same as
if it were non-cxistent. They fancy that the difficulty thé
Province has to contend with is not the comparatively small
amount of arablc land or the necessity for irrigation in dis
tricts otherwise gowd, ot the htervening mouvntains, or the
canyuns that prevent raver navigatiun, ut the cust of transport
auor, or the greau distances, but simply the presence of
some thousands of ndustiives Chinamen.  If Chinamen
could only be hept out white people would come in and
wages would go up and keep up.  Good prices would then
be obtained for cverything, and every onc could live com
fortably.”

MIRACULOUS HOLY WEII.

There arc many features about the well that would give
it an extraordinary notoriety. and that would emphasize the
teverence that clings to its associations. Indeed, long be-
fore the pl cc was called Holywell it was named Treffynnon,
or Village of the \Well. It is a truly marvellous well, throw
ang up, as it docs, thirty tons a_minute of singularly bright
and sparkhing water.  The liquid, too, has medicinal quali-
ues fully as cfficacivus as the waters of Harrogate, Leaming
ton, Buxtun and Bath. The species of scented moss found
within the well is said by Linnxug 10 be a specific in cascs
of ulcers, and in the present day it has been prescribed by
physicians who ate not bel’ . .crsin the supernatural.  Pos
sessing these qualities, 1t is not extraordinary that many
persoas have been benefited by dipping in the water, and by
using the moss. It may be conceded, too, that many per-
sous honcestly think they bhave been so cuted, for the most
eminent physicians have told us that the mental effort to be
well, on the part of thuse who have faithin certain remedies,
often brings about a cute. Then follows the penalty of
notoriely, viz., cxagreration. I myself believed in the
ceadly effcets of the upas tree until I found T had been
sheltering under onc for a couple of hours.  The man who |}

was said to have vowited **three black crows™ had only
parted withesomething ** black as a crow,” and the recent
dynamite explosions have shown what rumour, with its
many tungues, will say. The accounts of oudinary cutes,
then, would soon be exaggerated into miracles, and, asitis
as easy tv believe one miracle as another, all the other fan-
tastic distortions of teuth would he accepted, nemine con-
tradicente, even to the rhapsodical legend, dreamed (perhaps
honestly envugh) by a fervid and fantastic ascetic. — Good
1Vords,

CALLING THE ANGELS IN.

Wemeanto doit.  Some day, some day,
We mean to slacken this fevered rush
That 1s wearing vur ver, souls away ;
And grant to vur lvaded hearts a hush
That is only enough to let them hear
The footsteps of angels drawing near,

We mean to da it.  Oh, never doubt,
\When the burden of daytime broil is o'er,
We'll sit and muse while the stars come out,
As the patriarchs sat at the open door
Ol their tents, with a heavenward gazing cye,
To watch {or the angels passing by.

We've seen them afar at ugh noon-tide,
When tiercely the world's hot flashing beat ;
Y et never have bidden them turn aside,
And tarry a while in converse sweet 5
Not prayed them to hallow thie cheer we spread,
Todsionk of vur wine and Lreak vur bLread.

We promise our hearts that when the stress
Of the life-work reaches the longed-for close.
When the weight that we groan with, hinders less,
We'll loosen our thoughts to such repose
ns banishes Care's disturling din,
And then—we'll call the angels in.

The day that we dricamed of comes at length,
When, tired of every mocking quest,

And broken in spirit and shora of strength,
We drop. indeed, at the door of rest,

Aund wait and watch as the day wanes on—

But the angels we meant to call are gone!

HOW LINCULN SIVPFED CRITICISALS.

General Porter contribates an interesting paper on ** Lin-
colnand Gram ™ to the Century for Octoler, from which
we quote the following characteristic ancedote: *¢ Grant’s
successes Lrought with them the usual number of jealousies
and rivaltics. Politicol generals had their advocates in
Washington to plead thelr cause, while Grant stood without
friends at court.  His detractors gatheted at times a great
deal of strength in their efforts to supplant him with agen.
cral of their uwn chousing, and Lincoln was beset by many
a delegation who insisted that nothing would harmonize
matiers i the West but Grants removal. This naggng
continued cven after his great triumph at \icksburg,

** Linculn always enjuyed telling the General, after the
two had become persvnally intimate, how the cross-roads
wiseactes had cnucised lis campaigns.  Cne day, after
dwelling tor sume e ud thus sulyedt, he sad w0 Grant.
¢ After Vichsburg I thoughit i was about tme to shut duwn
on this surt ol thing.  Suunc day, when a delegauun camie
to sce me and had spent half-an-hout trying to shuw me the
fatal austahe you bad made u parvling Femberion's army,
and snsisting that the rebels would violaie their patdles aud
in less than a munth cenftonl you sgam in the sanhs, and
have to be whapped all vvar agam, T thuught I shivulld get
nid of them best by tcdlae them a story  abuut Syhes’s dog.
‘“Have you cver heard abowt Sykes’s yellow dog?™ said
I to the spuhesman of the delegativn.  He said he hadnt,
“Well, I must tell you about him,” said I. “Sykes had
a yellow dog be set great sture by, but there werc a lot of
small buys arvund the village, and that’s always a bad thing
for dogs, you hnuw. These buys didn't share Sykes’s views,
and they were not dispused to let the dog have a fair show,
Even Sykes haa to admit thai the dog was getting unpopu-
lar; 10 fact it was soun seen hat a prejudice was growing
up aganst that dug that thicatened o wieck all iy future
prospects in luc. The inys, atict medauaung huw they could
et the best of kim, tinaliy tined up a carindge with a long
tuse, put the cantndge 1o a pizee of meat, drupped the meat
in the road 1n frunt of Syaes’s door, and then perched them.-
selves on a fence a guwld disiance off with the end of the
fuse 1n thor hatads,  Then they whistled fur the Jog. When
he came out he scented the hait, and bolted the meat, cant
ridge and all.  The buys touched off the fuse with a cigar,
and in abuut a2 sccund a repurt wame from that dog that
sounded like a small clap of thunder.  Sykes came bouncing
out of the house, and yelled :

e \Vhar's up ! Anything busted 2’

*¢ ¢ “ There was no reply except a snicker from the small
boys roosting on the fence, but as Sykes looked up he saw
the whole air filled with picces of yellow dog. He picked
up the iggest prece he could find, a portion of the back
with 2 part of the tail stll hanging to 1, and after turmng 1t
around and lvolhing it all over he said. *Well, T guess
he'll never be mach account again--as a dug.”  And Tgucss
Pembentun's torces will nevar Le much accwuat agaim  as
anarmmy.””’ )

*¢* The «elegation began luohing around for their hats
before 1 had quite got to the end of the story, and I was
never bothered any more after that about superseding the
commander of the Army of the Tennessee.'”

Tur Government of Queensland have intioduced a bill
into Parhament which provides that the sale of intoxicaung
liquor 1pay be aholished altogether; that the number of
licensed houses may Le reduced ; and that no new licenses
may be granted.

*th’itf_Sl) s_gt_\tz Forveign.

KirgwaLL Cathedral has been repairéd and slightly
altered.

An Indian prince, the Maharajah of Cashimere, has sent
5,000 rupees to Lady Luflerin's fund lur the medical educa-
tion of women.

Dr. Tarr, of Trinsty Lmscopal Caurch, Pay, bein gon a
visit to his relatives at Milrig House, preached in the parish
church at Galston lately.

HetpeLrera, which is one of the oldest of the German
Universitie’s, is making preparations 1o celebrate fts fifth
centenary in August, 1856.

Tue Epscopal Synud of New South Wales has appointed
a cummitce tu cobsnler wWhether ot is possible and desirable
to deal with cases of ministerial incapacity.

Tue Rev. Dr. Buins, the vencrable and honoured Free
Church minister of Kirkliston, is full of vigour stll and is
able to discharge all las pulpit and pastoral duties.

Tue Rev. Dr. Hugh Macnullan, of Greenock, the popu.

+ lar preacher and gifted wanter, has been appointed Thomson

lecturer at Aberdeen Davimty Hali duning the coming session,

Tue Rev. Dr. Stevenson, of Dalry, is to be entertained by
Trwin Established Preshytery this monta to a public banquet
in hunour of his cotupletivn of the tifticth year of his ministry.

Tae Consenvauses objected tu the placing of the names of
Mz, Spurgeon and his brother on the Newington list of
~oters ;3 but their objections were overruled by the revising
barrister.

Dunatp Maccals, second mate of the Clyde dale, has
been awarded a testmonial by the Royal Humane Socicty
for his gallantry in rescuing the late Dr. Mackay, of Hull, at
Portree.

Tue Rev. James Fleaung, of Troun, now in his ninetieth
year, oficated fately in Newington Church, Ediaburgh, at
the marnage of his grandsun, Reve W. M. Taylor, of
Aberfoyle,

DR. GeorGE McDoxnaLy, the novelist, preached lately in
Maxwell Church, Glasgow.  Iis teat was‘{olm vii. 16, 17,
from v:hich he detivered a characteristic and singularly help-
{ul discourse.

Tie ¢ Congregational Year-bock * for 1853-86, latelyissued,
show= that there are in Scotland 101 churches and ninety-
one pastors, and that the membership in December, 1884,
was 10,869, and the amount raised for all purposes, $115,135.

Tue Rev. James Machie, of the Sceottish National Churceh,
Manchester, has again assaulted an clder and again figured
1 the police-court. He was let off this time with anapology
to the elder and 2 promise not to interfere with the church
officials.

Tue Rev. Dr. Horatius Bonar preached the funeral ser-
mon of Mr. Dodds to a crowded congregation in Dunbar
Church, and spoke lovingly of the Llameless life, simple
manncrs and theological attainments of the deceased
minister.

Tue Rev. Dr. Chrystal, the vencrable minister of Auchin-
leck, alung with Dr. Eastop, of Darvel and Mr. Copeland,
of Ayr, delivered addresses at the unveiling of an obelisk
crected in hunour of the five Covenanting martyrs at
Mauchline.

Ma. Josein IHenky SHORTHOUSE, author of *‘ John
Taglesant,” 1> 4 Burnuogham man and engaged in the chemi-
cal trade. He carnes un the Lusiness established by his
sreat grandfadicr, mute than a century ago, as a manug-
acturer of chemical acids.

Tue hev, luncan Macgicgur, ot Chicago, president of
the Scotish Land League of Amenica, who has been accom-
panying M. Mactatiane,, M.T., un his clectivnecring tour
in Argylishire, preached i Lie Fleids pulyit, Paisley, and
un Monday evening delinered a lecture 1a Storie Street
Church.

Mr. WiLLIAM (00K, for some ime the beloved and ef-
ficient nussionary of Manners’ Church, Leith, has died in
Napicr, New Zealand, whither he went 1n search of health.
He was singularly suceessful in misston work ; his winning
manner drew people to tis services, and s heant-stirring
words pointed them to the cross.

Reva. £, REEVEs PALMER, M.A,, agent of the British
and Foraga Dible Sudiety, and John Jamieson, missionary
of the United Prestyictian Church in Madrid, appeal for aid
fur Spaniatds biuphit to the verge of starvation by the
<hulera cpademic.  The picture they draw of the suffering
caused by the scourge is very harrowing.

Tur Rev. Dr. Tanomson, of Grantown, who was for
‘Twenty-nve years pastor of the Fourth Presbytenan Church,
New York, and for a shoit time pastor of Knox Church,
Galt, 1s to attend the centenary celebrations of his old con.
gregation 0 New York at ther request.  They have seat
him a handsome sum of money to defray his expenses.

A MEMOIR of Rev. Dr. David King will soon be pub-
lished. Dy King’s work in Greyfriars United Presbyterian
Church, Glasgow, will long be remembered in that city 3
and he was practically the founder of the Evangelizal
Alliance.  The memoir has been cdited by Dr. King's wife
and daughter, and somc of his sermons have been added.

Reve RuBer1 Brach, of Dundall, died su-ldcnly of
heart discase. The deceased was born in 1818, and ordained
by the Prestytery of Belfast in 28,7 to Ballycopeland
Church. For the past twenty-five years Mr., Black was
located at Dundalk, and in addition to his ordinary minis-
tenal work he acted as chaplain to the garrison, the Jaol and
the workhousce.

ParIs has & monthly manuscript paper called Ze Bors
Giade, which is the organ of professional beggars. It may
be consulted daily in return for a subsenption of cight sous.
What 1t says is short but o the point, as: **To-morrow at
noon, funcral of 2 rich man st the Madeleine;™ ** wanted,
a blind man who plays the flute; * and “acripple-for a
watering-place.” -



