
THE ONTAIRIO FARMER.

VICK'S ILLUSTRÂTED CATÀLOU. eND FLORAL
GUIDE, Feu. 1869.-The completest and choiceBt
ihing of its kiîid we kuow of, published by that
notedt seedsman and florist, James 'V.ick, of
Rochester, N. Y., and sent by him te ail appli-
cauts for 10 cents. It is worîh four tîmes that
amount as a picture-book of choice flowers, and
as much more for the practical directions it gives
for cultivating flowers and vegetables. hi is aise
WO-rth twice its price as a guide where te fiud
rare and choice seeds. We have thus macle its
value ene dolai; and if it couldn't le got for
les, it vou1d ho 'cheap at ihat price. Send aud
get it every body.

SUNSEINE .A-D SHÂDOW IN NEW YQR.-By

MCtliew Hale Srnitli, (Burleigi>, 8vo., p.p. 718.
We aie iudebted, te Mr. Chauncey Loomnis,
agent, for a specimen COpy of ibis werk, 'which
appears te give a very full and fair acceunt of
" Life in New Yorlk." It cousisis of a series of
grapie sketches ; coutains a number of peu-
pictures of represeutative nien; is beautifully
il.lustrated ; and ia on île whole, a inost read-
able, lnteresiing, ueeful book.

THE MONTE 0F MÂDRCH.

Mardi is paor exoellence the uncertain menth
of tle year. Earobed in a -white aud staiely
inanile, or expesed. iu ail the sombre nakedueas
ef sluisberingy nature, ibis mnth, is noiv ils-
irative ef île heary majesty ef Wixiter, and
anon puts on a miaiden's ceyness. The fresty
sparkliug day is follewed by the cold cutting
*wind, and aý(gain stealiug a march upon its suc-
cesser she seunds the fiat notes of bright aud
jeyeus spring. The irrepressible -weather pro-
phet wiil, during this mioulu, besi show lis
wisdem Ey silence. let him foretell a briglisun
te-merrow and it rains all day, arrange a slelgh-
ing party te lis neighbeitrs and perehance he
fiuds hiinself as îlie vulgar have it, " up to bis
eyes iu mutd."1

Thecfitful changes of ihis mentli are the heralds
of approaching spring, aud the premonitory
syzuptoins of the dissolution of v.iuter's empire.
The faInner who is iwise will do well te take
tixuely warning and prepare with energy te meet

the eiigencies of the coxning seasons. The care-
fui hiouseholder in town or couxntry wiil ne
longer neglec-u to lay in a supply of ice. .As long
as our blood feels chlled by wintry blasts ive
have not a just appreciation of the value of
natures' cooler, and are toe often tardy iu pro-
curing iliat cheap and useful luxiu-y. We -will
suppose that the £armner has taken advantage of
the slack turne in wiuter to eut ]iis year's supply
of firewood, and of the good sleighing to draw% it
to some spot cenvenient te the homestead. Ile
has not, hoivever, doue his duty by the "'women
folk " until the fuel be cut, split and piled iu
the 'woodshed, and iu sufficient quantity te
supply the kitchen through the bùsy seasens.
We kuow of no greater nuisance (and we must
confess to the experience of lt) than when every-
thing is prepared upon a-beautifiid day in hafrest,
tle mren iu tle field) t]ie horses hitehed, and -ie
are about to take tle riblions, on tle reaper to
be irnplored to "1please send a hand to oui soine
woodl nith 'whieh to eook dinner,» or C 'if yeu
don't giveexs some wood. you'll have to go with-
out your meals. " There is nothing that more
quickly sours the temper or makes Lie miserable
than such petty vexations as these--vexatiens
to the fariner, to his men aud to his family.

The loss of some, louis at a busy' turne When
yeu are paying, perhaps, two dollars per; day te
your harvest hauds is surely a peor recompense
for tle privilege of having tairen your ease in
Mfardi instead of pr3villng for the, future wants
of the house. Negleot te forearni for îhe
Ccrainy day" suad you WlI enceunter miauy;
but the carefuil purveyor will not feel the
Craiuy day"' wleuever -it may supervene. The

fariner says, perhaps, 1'there are plenty of wet
days during -which -wecau do.3uch odd choies.»
Our expeirience has net been such. NVe hlave
aiways found plenty of -%vork ou sudh days te le
doue about the bains, repairing rakes, griuding
machine kuives, scythes, &o., visits l'o the black-
sili sud the towu, and various jobs of the
season. Now is île turne te, get the teels in
eirder aud arranged se that at a mlnute's notice
you may lay your hauds upon thein. Oveihaul
youriuiplements. Yourplough irons Will require
sharpening and straightenlng. If you put off
yewr visit te the blacksînitT. unîl spriug f*lly
opens you may lose a day's ploughiug in loung-
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