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peets. A cold May and June made it

mpossible  that we should have a2 goud
Wheat crop; aml, fiom the clay soils espe-

cially of onr chief’ wheat-growing districts, |
During o few |

the reports were very sloomy.
hot weeks in July the appeaance of the
anin crops generally, lowever, very greatly
mproved, bat the cold and rain which have
since betidlen us, have done harm.  In hardly
any year have we had o many second returns
sent in correction of the fust veport, which
had been more favourable than sulseqguent
examination conld altow. Oa the whole it
will be seen that nearly halt om Wheat ve-
turns state the crop to he below an average
—less than half the retuens report an average
—and only onec-tenth of our correspondents
are able to state that the crop in their neirh-
borhood is over average. ‘The Wheat crop,
then, we can hardly doubt, must be consid-
erably below its nsnal productivencss,

Of the returns of' the Oat crop, S0 put it
as below the average, 72 declwed it to be
average, and 22 put it at beyond an average
crop.  Aud Barley, too, thowgh our reports
of it ave not so untavourable as those ot the
ather graing, can hardly be pronounced an
average crop.  Seventy of our correspond-
ents, intteed, do =0 pronounce it but of 91
others only 31 put it as being over average,
and 60 deelare it to be under average, It at
one time promised to be a great Bean and
Pea yeary and probably these erops arve bet-
ter than we genevally have them; but they
have both become covered with aphis dwing
the past few days, and neither of them will
yicld so well as was at one time expeeted.

The following is the tabular account of the

reports with which our corvespondents have |

favored ux; and we place it alongside the
corresponding figures for 1868, that the great
contrast, especially in the Wheat crop, may
be seen :—
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As regards all suceulent growth, we believe
the country may he congratulated. Thereisa
capital plant of both Mangel Warzel and
Swedes, and recent rains have saved much
that scemed ready to die.  There hius heen a
great hay crop, and though pastures are some-
what bare just now, there is na such complaint
as there was last vear. ‘Yhe Potato crop
promises to he good and healthy.— Gardener's
Chronicle.

HINTS FOR AUGUST AND SEP-
TEMBER.

FLOWER GARDEN AND PLEASURE
GROUND.

Annually as the seasons roll round are
we impressed with the great fact which
we have been for years urging on the
American public, that the European
styles of gardening so commonly adopten
in America, in our best places, are alto-

!gclher wrong  Trae art was made to I Mimosa, the Melin Zederack, Magn)

winister to man's wants, not that man
" should bhe made to serve it; yet our best
specimens of Landseape gardening make
"t a divinity, and human natuve a sacrifice
+offered up to it.  Reeently we visited
; tract whereon onuy had been lavished
i with an unsparing hand to make it beau-
j titul.  The walks are measured by miles;
and we walked with the proprietor some
hours through the grounds.  Except that
the curves of' the road and the surlace
contour, or the size of the trees and
shrubs were not exactly the sanie, we are
not conscious that we iibibed one new
fact, or had one new iden ingpired by that
weary walk that we Jdid not receive
during the first few moments there. We
are quite sure that we should have de-
rived more pleasure from o lew hours
stroll throngh some wild wood than we
could ever get from such weary wonder-
ings under a suluy sun, no matter how
magnificent such “art” might be deemed.
We have before said iu these pages
that for a month or two in spring, when
is gushing forth joyously into

all nature i
life, we are contant to look an and enjoy
the wonderous sights ; and when, in fall,
the whole universe sparkles in autumual
tints, we gaze on the splendid pageaht
passing away without a eelfish thought;
but broiling, sweltering, roasting under
our August sung, we feel that our garden
art must do something more for us than
show us beautiful sights like these.

Wo have learned to protect ourselves
from cold wintry winds, but the art of
making a place cool in summer is yet in
its infancy. ‘There is nothing accom-
plishes this better than pleaty of grass,
and the neat deciduons tree folinge. The
muking of flowerbeds with box edgings
and gravel walks suits Dutch and French
gardening, but it is too hot for us.

The beds should begut in grass.  The
walks round about a place should also be
in grass as much as possible; ouly those
likely to be frequently used should be
gravel walks, Iven these, where tan
can be obtained, are mueh cooler when
this material can be used, than when
gravelled. In the plamiug of roads, art,
as we read it iu the books, pluits only in
corners, and makes its most striking
cffects to Le seen from the drives; but
American art as it should be, plants all
the chief drives with decidupus shade
trees, and yet allows ‘you to look through
beneath them to the heauties beyond.

The best kind of deciduous trees for
this purpose are the Silver, Sugar, Syca-
more and Norway Maples; American,
and where the borer is not troublesome,
the Xnglish Linden; and American and
European Ash, Horse Chesuut, and Oaks
of allkinds. For farm roads the Cherry,
Black English and White Walnuts, Chest-
nuts, and even the Pear may be employed.
Besides these in the South there are the

-chief difliculty is that the soil is usuall

grandiflora, which though an evergre
has the lightness of a decidous tre
besides Live Oaks, &e.

But besides the sclection of tices f
drives, weeping trees should be liberal
introduced, some of which like weep
ushies, make cool and shady avbors pr
ferable to any the carpenter's hand cox;
make.  Of these are the large vavieti
of Weeping Willow, Weeping Sophe:
Weeping  Birch, Lindens, Elms, &
though none equal the Ash for arl
purposes.

Then again very much way be do
by plantirg two or three trees togeth
so that as they grow up, they will for
untural seat Lacks. For this purp
there is nothing like the Oak tribe.

Sometimes we cannot get the cove
shade Dbecause we have planted sl
growing trees—generally the prettie
and best worth waiting for,—this may
cffected by plauting libevally of Alder
Poplars aud similar ephemeral trees,
be cut away as they gradually interfe
with the permanent. kinds,

The planting season will soon co
round, and now is the time to look abo
and seleet the durable kinds, and to d
cide on the proper places to set them,

‘The latter end of August is one of {
best seasons of the year to transpla
evergreens, ‘The young growth of ¢
past season has got pretty well harden
50 as to permit of but very little evapo
tion,—and the earth being warm, ne
roots push with great rapidity, and th
tree becomes established in the grow
before cool antumn winds begin. Th

very dry, which prevents much speet
with the operation: and the weathe
being very warn. the trees have to by
set again in the ground almost as fast
they ave taken up; so that it is not saf
to bring them from a distance. It isa
well, thevefore, to make all veady wmar
ticipation of a rain, when no time may Ir
lost in having the work pushed through
Should a spell of dry weather ensue—|
which in September and October is ver
likely,—~one good watcring should b
given, suflicient to sonk well through th
soil and well about the roots. A bash
should be made to keep the water fron
running away from the spot, and to assis
its sonking in.  After being well waterd
the loose soil, should bie drawn in lightly
over the watered soil, which will thee
ail in preventing the water from diying
out soon again

As soon in the fall as bulbs can be
obtained, they should be plauted—though
this will not generally be the case til
October,—but it is us well to bearin
mind that the carlier they are planted,
the finer they will flower.

Towards the end of the month, and in
September, evergreen hedges should re



