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TIMES ARE ITARD FOR FLOUR IS.

HIGIL
Strangers are much pazzled with 2
remark which we have fregurently heard
in Nova Seotin of Jate yewr<e that - the
tines ave havd for the farmers, for floar
is high”  Now, the furmer is regarded in

England as a constitutions] grambler—

there is always xomething ov somebordy at
fault, too much drought for the tavnips,
teo much rain for the ceai, biichting
cold winds for the Lops, or else nusty

muggy werther that brings potato disease,

Is the Nova Scotian fiirmer aconstitutional
grumbler likewise, it has been asked. that
he even complains beenuse the produce
markets are good ?
one that strangers reecive almost with
ineredibility : Our furmers are buyers, not

sellers, of bread-stufls.  Now this is one ’

of the most lamentable facts connected

with our agriculture. and it cannot be oo |

prominently kept before our peaple, and
before the people likewise of the Atlautic
States, who are in a like position with
oursches in this, that the grain produce
of their fields is not. more than suflicient
to give them bread for two or three

months in the year. Tt is a fact which

The true answer is |

T derives inereased importance. il we reflect
upon the mode in which American agri-
culture has beea, and is Jikely for some
time to be, pursued. The great wave of
- Iuropean civilization has swept away
the primeval forests from the Aot
sea hoard westwid, and Ias letd behind
a broad expanse of unproductive jand.
Crop afler ¢rop has heen tahen, and the
pioncer farmer moves westward. Westera
ficlds beecome havren also through a simi-
L process, The fertile wheat Jands of
the praivies are alveady here and there
receding from the favmer like the mirage
hills and dales on the greai pampas, for it
is oaly the very richest Jands that can
, continne year after year to yield theiv

anmal erop of wheat like the everlasting
hay fields of the Minas mushes. In
Western C-mada move caveful cultivation
i is Jessening the evil to some extent, bat
, even there it is widely fele.

B

do not yield wheat as they used to.” The
y yearly increase in the prices of grain
may be, and has been, referred to adozen
causes less general in their operation,
Lt is unmistakeably due in the main to
the increased wants of an incrcasing
: population, and the diminished power of
Ya rapidly deteriovating soil. We have
often enough brought before us the sub-
sidiary questions of regulating by fiscal

> Dur tams |

arrangeinents the worenents of grain and
the laes of fransit, whether it is better
for grain to come to us this way or that
way, and so on : but it would he weli for
themselves and fur the country, if our
farnaers would take ny seviously the mose
general question, whether we cannot in
this comntry do more than has yet been
done in contributing to meet the grain-
wants of the people.  Agricola, in his
fumons lettees, pressed this subject home
to our farners, and with exeellent results.
Let those of our readers who possess his
wark turn to the Sth letter, and read it
earefully in the Light of the present state
of things

In a recent article in the Edinburgh
Jowrnal of Agrieafture. it is observed
that. ©considering the precariousness of
the foreign supply. and the danger of its
heing intevrupted cither by war or o de-
sl g havrvest it is to the interest of the
Dritish frmer to grow s much wheat as
passible.” The vapid increase by emigra-
tion of the populzation of the Thnited
Staies, has been moe than met by the
praduction of cereal foud, but the increase
has taken place only in the new Western
States, the produce of the older States
having largely deereased. According to

Me. Wells, ~the same law of deteriora-
tion is observable in the richer regions of



