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LETTER FROM HONAN.

Chie Wiang, Honan, January 12, x897-b

Dear Mr. Mclntosh:
I Jiave flot written to, the " Journal" this year partly

because mny timie lias been wvho1lr cccupied withi the work of
the mission hiere, and partly because 'Mr. MacKenzie is at home,
and will give you a fine. account of the affairsi of the mission
verbally, which wvîl1 be nîuch more interesting.

Judged by the crowds that have thronged this compound

durin g the past year, our work iii Ronan hias certainly entered
upon a more hopeful stage. The inmber of treatments ior
the past year, according to Dr. Mý-cClure's report is in the neigh-

borhood of thirty thousand. Ail of these heard more or less
preaching, and the niajority of themn a good deal. WTe have

a waiting roomi next to the dispeinsary, being, in fact our only'
chapel, and there the people N'ait until the doctor is rcady to
treat themn. i\IeaiwNvhile wve ply them withi the doctrine, follow-

ing, as a rule, the Socratic method. Almiost every day a fev
become interested enoughi to ask and answer. questions. Our
teaching and questions usually cover the samne range of ideas
iroxîî day to day. The rudinientary doctrines of Christianitv
including, by contrast, their owN-n ideas of gods and worship,
inust in one formi or another forni the staple of our teaching

and preaching. The tendency a1lvays is to take it for granted
that they understand whien they don't, and that they know more

than they do. A specimen of questions and answers sucli as
wve daily liave7 may give you an idea of what goes on in our
chapel on w'eek days. Supposing I am anxious to get the
attention of the crowd, a favorite -way is to, begin questioningy
somne one in the auidience. If lie; is a good subject, ready to

answer questions and ask more, the attention of the crowvd is

for the time secured. "Whiat is your honorable namie?" I ask

a ven.erable man in front of mie. "M contemiptible name is

Wanig," lie replies. "Whiere is your honorable village?" He


