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THE RESOURCES OF BRITISIT COLUMBIA.

woss, partly swamp and tm«rlcd Vegetation, lL‘ll(lt'llll”‘
its examination very diflie ull, and the discovery nf
the rich spot= 2 matter requiring time and labor.  In
this respeet it differs altogether from the character of
ground that prospectors work in this State.

CANSLALL,

Mozt miners will remember the Cassiar exeitemmoent
of a few This i~ the most northern dis-
covery on the auriferons belt in British - Columbia,
being situated about north latitude 39 degrees, and
300 miles of rough

veurs sinee,

separate from Omineea by over
country, unhnown geographically. and searveely pros-
pected. Gold has long been known on the lower part
of the Sticheen river, by which Cassiar is approached
l»y the consts but it runs there in light, sealy parti-
cles. like these found in many places on the Fraser.

The deposits of Cassiar lic on the sonvees of the
river Dease, lake,
the latter being separated by only 2 few miles of low
country fram a part of the Stickeen. The Dease
t'mpmw into the Mackenzie and this passe~ into the
The gold field is about 300 square mllc.~.

and about Dease the upprr end of

Arefie se.
Dease and MeDame erecks, the most inportant. are
100 miles apart. Dircoveries have been pushed north-
ward and eastward on river svatems conneeted with
the Dense, to an estimated distanee of 330 miles ina
region which probably lies beyond the provines of B,
C.oin the Northwest Territory. The Cassie mines
are worked under great disadvantagees, Situated in
almost Arvetic climate. where the soil is permanently
frozen ata small depth below the surface on the shady
sides of the vallevs. and a short season during which
floods are liable to oceurs o conntry diffienlt of aceessg
high prices of provisionsg anly the highly auriferous
vh.u‘-uu-l of some parts of !hv region make it at all
attimetive. The existence of theses vich depusits are
important as showing the continuity of the auriferous
helt of the country.

It = = nu-l\' neeessary for us 1o refer at any
length 1o the Fraser river "‘u](! depesits, the first to
attraet wotiee. bat rich in only 2 sl portion of
their extent. Mast carly Californians will remember
the great Fruser viver excitement which took  thon-
sands from the mines of this State awd uearly depop-
ulated many of our towns, It was thonght 2 second
MO was at hand. The gold ocenrs all along the
course of the Frser, but the mining is now done
mainly by Chinnen and Judians,

In Vaneouver Island, Leeel River distriet,
20 wiles Tram Vietoria attracted attention at one time,
and yielded considerable gold from a small area. Gold
in small quantities has also been fownd in other parts
of Vaneouver Ialand, it the Torests are so thick.
little prospreting is done,

WHERE ol IS porNDn,
Gold bas seldom been Tound 70 =it in the sonth.

about

—— s S ——————————
ern pnmnn of British Columbia, but oecurs in remun.
erative quantities in placer dopu.slt.s in 1 nmunber of
places. These are generally fonnd to lie on, or in the
immediate vicinity of certain black, slaty rocks, from
quartz veins traversing which the alluvial gold ap-
pears to he derived.  In the search for gold placers,
the edtent and distribution of these slaty areas conse.
quently become important, and although only a paor.
tion of the streams flowing over these slaty regions
hold gold in payving quantity, a knowledge of their
position may serve to deter too great expenditure of
time in prospeeting places probably barren, and turn
These

attention to regions  which promise better,
slaty rocks are those which have frequently heen re.
ferred to by Dawson as included under the Anderson
river and Boston bar series of the preliminary classi.
fieation,

On the lower part of Fraser river, embraced
the distriet under discussion, no important gold-yicld.
ing bars or benelies ean now be mentioned, though
thix was the first region to attract the attention of the
gold miners to B Cland yielded largely in the carl-
ier davs of gold excitement.  tlere it would appear
as the result of mining that the richest bars, and
thoxe yielding the heaviest gold, were found precisely
in that part of the river which is occupied by the
slaty rocks previously mentioned. The rapid charae.
ter of the river has, however, fed to the distribution
of the finer particles of gold thronghount its entire
course.  No dv]msit of any great extent, as rich as
those at first worked on the Fraser, is agnin likely to
be found, as the vailey is gene ally quite mrrow, and
the upper benches, as well as the bars near the level
of the stream, have been well prospeeted. .\ consid-
crable quantity is. however, still obtained from the
Frazer. when the water is at alow stage, for the most
part by Chinamen and Indians, It iz also probable
that thc California hydrulic method may be applicd
to many of the hene lu~.~ with profit.

From the Thempson, near Nicommen, the firs
gold kuown to have been foumnd in B. C. was brougln
(in 1857). and this loeality las continned to yield
considerable quantity of gold at its lowest stagres of
water. The gold is in large particles, aud is obtain.
od by the Tudizus in ereviees among and beneath the
stones in the river. No rocks of the slaty series are
known near this place, or for some distanee above it
Mr. Alfred Go Lock. in his recently published, valua.
Ble work on ~Gold.” where these faets are sunnnarized.
thinks «it is not fmprobable that the gold way here
be derived Trom some of the igncous rocks of tertian
formation.  The eceurrenee of gold in racks of igne
ous formation in such quantities as to preduce p:l\'iu-f
placer dvpmus has lately been dhhuvﬂ\ proved in
several eases in other parts of the world, and should
On the Nicola river gold in thin

he borne in mind.™”




