THE (UEBEC DIOCESAN GAZETTE.

After the Conquest a stream of British
immigration poured into Canada, mostly
into Upper Canada and the Cities on the
St. Lawrence (Montreal and Quebee).
TLe Eastern Townships also began to be
settled after the American War of Inde-
pendence, the fivst immigrants into that
part of the Country, then an untrodden
forest, coming from New England, most-

ly of Puritan stock. Notwithstanding

this influx a marked distinction arose be-
tween French Canada and Upper Canada, |

settled mainly by English people ; and
this distinction has been ever since main-
tained, Upper Canada being classed di-
rectly as Euglish Canada, and Lower
Canada as the French Province. Each
had and has a mixture of other national-
ities differing from the main body in .cli-
gion and language.

Coming now to the question of Iduca-
tion, it will be found that during the
carly period grants were made by sv ces-
sive Governments, from a desire no doubt
to stimulate Edueation generally, not to
aid schools of a majority or minority, but
rather to aid schoals estai lished in difter-
ent localitics, notably in the Cities of
Quebee, Montreal andThree Rivers, both
French and Xnglish.

At length in 1341, when the two Prov-
inces of Upperand Lower Canada beeame
united, and consolidated as the Proviuce
of Canada, an Education Act was passed,
for Lower Canada, defining the position
of the two classes of the population, the
one to the other, in the matter of Edu-
cation, and guarding, to some extent, the
conscientious scruples of veligious minor-
ities.

The Common School Act, which was
then passed, recognized these two mam
divisions of the population, which were
often found mixed in the settlements ; in
some cases & Roman Catholic minority
living amongst a Protestant population,
and vice versi. Hence arose the demand
for “* Dissentient ” Schools—or schools of
a minority in religious faith, claiming to

thave their own schools earried on by
itlxcmsulvcs, under the administration of
! Trastees selected by themselves, Roman
[ Cathalic or Protestant, as the case might
ibe. It was a public and legislative re-
"cognitin of the right of comseience inthe
matter of the Iducation of the people.

Dr. Hencker then veferred to the pro-
visions made later under the Act of 1860,
Pwith regard to Superior Education.

The term Superior Edueation covered
a wide class of schools, from the Univer-
sities down to Model Schools ; the Iatter
“heing simply the stepping stone between
the Elementary Schools and the lowest
grade of the Academies or Grammar
Schools 1 which again would be better de-
fined under the heading of Secondary
Education, The Normal Schools for the
training of Tewchers are also included
under Superior Schools.,

The adininistration of Superior kduca-
tion, under the Act of 1860 with amend-
ments thereof, was confived to a Couneil
of Public Instruction, appuinted by the
Licutenant-Governor in Couneil, consist-
ing of not more than fifteen and not less
than cleven members, the Superintendent
of Education being co-afficio one of such
members. A1 edueational grants for Su-
perior Education were recommended by
this budy, but required the approval of
the Governor in Council.

To understand the true position of af-
fairs, Dr. Hencker urged that it must
never be forgotten that within the con-
solidated Proviuce of Canada the majority
in Upper Canada was Protestant, and in
Lower Canada Romanr Catholic. The
representatives in the Legislature from
Cpper Canada were therefore wostly Pro-
testant, and from Lower Canada mostly
Roman Catholic, and the Cabinet was
formed in part from cach Province, with
the like religious representation. The
Governor, appuinted by the Crown from
England, was of course neutral, looking
only to the general interests and not par-
tisan in any way,




