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by 'vhich tic Act of Union biad been
carried, and perbaps did miucli to contirin
the Grand Old Mnssympathies for the
Sister Isle. Taken ail in ail there can be
no reasonable dissent from the Dublin
F,.reeilan /wunial's assertion t bat Mý,r.
Fitzpatrick IIhas rendered valuiable service
to Irish National literature and the Irish
National cause."

i i -There is a very sympathetic article
iii a recent numl)er of the 1?osaiý, on the
late 1R'ev. James J. Moriarty. Tbough
but an unassuming- and Iîardi-w'orked parish
priest, Father Moriarty found timie to
enricb the religiotîs side of Amnerican
literature with several excellent doctrinal
%wor L-s. 1 have îîever been able to unider-
stand %vby bis books bave not hiad a more
extensive rcading. F'ather 'Moriarty is the
Auiierican Faber. Tbere is notbing cold
or reî)ulsive about his treatnient of points
of Catholie doctrine. «- Ail for Love
and "Stuimbling Blocks made Stepping
Stones " read like novels, thiough tbey
discuss the bighest. points of our- creeci.
CWayside Pencillings " and Il 'l'le Keys

of the Kingdomn ' are as poetic as thieir
titles. Their glifted author tbrows around
bis subjects sucl a wvealtb of glowving
iniagery and such a delicate charmi of
style tbat the mnost abstract topic appeais
to us witb a deiniiteniess and concreteness
that are simly overpoiveîing. Father
iMoriartv died in 1887 at the early age of
fifty-tire - literary efforts biad beeni but a
recrentioîî with hin), for likze the poet-
priest of the Soutb, bis feet wvere more
used to the lowly steps of the Altar,
than Io the liCrilotis hieighits that lead to
l>arnas3us.

12 -At last after vears of unexplained
and, to the general public, unnieces.sarl*.and
unreasonalile delay, a îpoet-laureate lias
been nained for En-gland. It is difficult
to disrover with %Yhat feeling the appoint-
ment of this new officiai singer has heen
received by the English people. The
general conspiracy of silence regarding
the lauireate miay be due to bis poetic
rnediocrity or to, bis rgin for Alfred
Austin is both a poor poet and a Roman
Catholic-nicither ot wvhich isa quaiity to
conmmend bimi with tlie people of "the
tighit little isie." Coming after WXords-
wvorth and Tennyson, Austin is certainly
a disappointemient froin the point of view of

poetry, tbougi ive bave simply returnied to
tbe standard tbat existed for generations
previous to WVordsworth's laureatesl. Lt
is, mioreover, doubtful if Austin is not
as deserving of the lionor as any of bis
contemiporaries and completitors. Taken
aIl iii ail lie is infinitely tireferable to the
indecent and scoflitng versifier, Swinburne;
lie is not more conimonplace or prosy
tban Sir Edwin Arnold ; and lie will bionor
tbe position qtîite as biglîly as 'William
Watson's too often turgid verse could
possibly bave donc. Coventry Patmore
or Aubrey De XTere, tlioughi undoubtedly
4Cof less desert " tlîan Tennyson, w'ouîd
have %vorn Nvith credit the laurel, agairi

greener froin the brows of lîinî tbat
uutercd .nothiing base." But reasons of
enate decreed that the crown should rest
on another head.

It is a r.îatter of real pleasure aîîd liride
tq us to sec one of the ancient faith
officially recognized as poet laureate. Two
bundred and seven years have elapsed
silice the onî1y otîier Catholic laureate
jolin [)ryden-was simiîarly lionored, so
even leîigtl of deprivation would seem- a
suticieit ground for our laying claini to
tlie title. Buit the fact is that Catbolics
wverc very proiiiint amnongst tbose wbo
were nientioned as possible successors to
Tennyson. NW hile Swinrburne, Mkorris, Wat-
son and Sir Edvin Arnold almiost exhiausted
the Protestant list, Aubrev D)e Vere,
Coventry Patniiore, Mrs. MNeyniell and
Alfred Auistin lieaded tie Catholie
contingent, witli Lionel jobinson and
Franicis Tlimpson finding considprable
public favor. A glance at tlîis array of
naines shows liow in England even the
'Muses are nîoving Romneiards. There
neyer wvas a timie !ince the days of Blessed
Thiomas M.\ore wblen English poetry was
so coniî)letely at the service of Romie.

Alfred Austin, England's< laureate for
better or for worse, wvas borni at Head-
ingly, near Leeds, in -1835. H-e received
lus education at Stonyhurst and Oscott,
froni whvli latter college lie took bis
degree nt tie University of London in
185-, and four years later wvas calied to
the Bar of the Inner Temple, But the
iawv was distasteful ; at the agte of eightcen
lie had already shown the kent of *his
nîind by tie publication of the Poenî
CcRaridolph "; bis life wvas to, be dedicated
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