
THE owL-.
thie flghtin', whîiere's thie guns, where>s the
killin> an> stabbin' an> glory ? 1 wvould>nt
-je a woin soger.>

TIhe three doîts openied tlieir eyes ivider
at îlîis outburst, as if to take ini the full
nia-intude of thie idea.

Dave>s riglit,» said tlîe father approv-
inglv ; '- they>re only wonîen sogers, after
al, but sonie kno% hiow to fîghit too, I
reckon, an> tlîey>re on]), takin> a rest now.
'l'lie fig-litin>'s goin> on ini the States.

Fhiey>re liavînl a ilighity hiot tinie of it, too,
an> crowds of boys are leavin> Kingston
every day to join ini."

Dave>s face kindled, aud. lie looked
down the Kingston rond as iar as tlîe
horizon, as if lie wvould like t0 burst he
bars of distance and lealp headlonig into
thie battles.

CIWe ouglît to go, too,» said Dab,
boldly. and 1David, still bolder, v'ez-
tured on the more daring reîîîark:

"This place is too sinil for sucli a ging-
as we lie. We could inake soniethin'
figlitii> and send it home to min an> dad,
instead o' starvin> here on 'taters and>corn.»

Tiiere %vas a gasp fron ecdi of the boys
at tlîis bold opinion, and an expectation
of seeing D)avid laid senseless ai. ieir feet;
but the father only lauglied scornfuily and
started to isi feet.

CEnougl-i o> nions-ense,» said lie, "Ian>
off to 3'er work ! It>s w~ell enougli, to talk,
but thie idea o> yoti lads tarnin> yer
owvn livin', or standin> uî, to figlit along-
side o> mien!1 G>lonig, ye babies.»

'lle boys accepted îlîis estiînate of thîir
abilities with tle nîeekness natural 10
tlieni, but David gruiled ail tlîe afier-
noon in secret, and nianaged to coninini-
cate lus own deiant spirit to bis broticrs
before niiglîîfa]ll. It 'vas inipoWsiNe that:
the fever wvhichli ad seized hiold on tliese
young hearts slîould escape the notice 'of
tlîe niothur, but slîe did not sec any evii
consequences froin it, and it troubled lier
flot al al].

The stray hunter who had once brouglit
inmportant news to Luke, stopped one
niorning, on blis way tirougli the woods,
to excliange a word of friendly greetirig
with jael.

FI1-amîily ail togetlier yet,> lie said, Ilan'
ail weill?

" Ves,» said Jaei.
Yer very slow in takii> up a good
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chance, ma'am. 'Spose the w-ar shet down
on a suddint, whar'd ye be? "

"Four strappin' boys," continued he
sadly, IIgrowiti up useless in this hole,
when they- miiht be earning piles o' nîoney
for ye down South fightin' wiîlî the
X'anks.>'

FEvery nerve in jael's body tingled sud-
denly witlî a new, unknown pain, and a
strange fear shook lier strong body like
an ague. \Vas this the key to the excite-
nient whicb bad sei-;ed upon lier boys ?

CI on't you go puttin' sucli thoughits
into theni chicks o' miine,> she said, with
repressed passion ; CIdon't you do it,
master George, or it'll be the worse for
ye.1

"'Ohi! it's done," said George laughing,
"but I reckon they have'nt got spunk
enoughl to face gun music. I told Luke
two weeks ago, lie could git twO hundred
dollars apiece for the boys in Kingston,
an' lie's a foni if lie does'nt take it up.»

1-le wvent away and leit Jaei standing
bear-lieaded in the sun, yet chilly as if the
winter's snowv lay on the ground. \Vbat
blackness was tliis cotiiing over lier dark
life ? WVbat new~ sorrow %vas tlîreatening
lier, wvho and, suflered. so xwuch ? They
miiglit have heard lier loud cry of agony
hiad tlîey been less wrapped up in the
subject of their going into the world, or
seen lier as she fled across the fields. They
were too excited to notice lier standing-.a
few yards in their rear, but talked on until
the wvhole story 'vas burned into bier lîeart
and Luke lîînîself liad pronounced lier
sentence, %lîen lie said Zgaily:

IWell boys, we'll try it anylîow ; to-
nîorrow ye shall start for Kingston, an' if
ver courage does*it iizzle before ye get
there, ye shail stant for the war iii soldiers'
clotiies iii two days.»

A shîout of rapture froin thie boys, and
the opening verse of a hymn froni David,
were rudely interrupted by the stern, w'ild
figure wliiclî strode in anon- thein silent-
]y. Ail but David and her liusband
shrank froni lier.

CI Wby, J.-e],** said Luke in surprise,
Cwhat>s the niatter ivith you, woinan, be

you gone crazy ?»
CiNaw,» said Jael, flinging out the %vord

like a bullet fromn a gun, 61you and the
boys are dlean, -stark îîîad thougli What
is't you would do with'eni, Luke ?


