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suro next day to bo lodged in the prisons of
La Force, the Madelonnettes, or Saint Lazare,
which was only a station on tho road to the
Placo do la Revolution and the guillotine,
Refractory dancers were treated in the most
off-hand manner. QOno day the Parisians
were celebrating the victory of Fleurus with
dunces on the site of the Bastille: & quadrille
hud been formed, in which there was a partner
short. One of the Masters of the Ceremonies
addressed o young man who stood looking on in
the crowd, and requested him toact ns vis-d-vis.
¢ 1 cannot dance,” was the answer,

“ That is to say you won'l."

6] tell you{ can't®

“That is nousense, you can dunce well
cnough if you like.”

| can do notbing of the kind.”

“Then you must be a cursed aristocrat who
despises the amusements of the people, und is
vexed at our victories, You must follow me at
once to the Section (a kind of police court), and
I shall know who you are.”

With these words he took hold of the young
man, and with the assistance of the rabble, drag-
ged him to the Section, where, unless his ante-
cedents were of the very best, in a republican
point of view, they no doubt made very short
work of him.

But after the full of Robespierre, and the
changes conmnected with that event, there was
again a violent reaction. Balls were organized
in every part of Paris; ceverywhere the joyous
sound of the cornet, the fiddle, and the clarinet,
invited those who had servived the Reign of
Terror to join in the “mazy dance,” and they
willingly answered the call. The splendid
garden of M. Boutin, u_fermicr générul who bad
been guillotined for selling damp tobarco, was
opened to the public under the name of Tovili,
and this was the first public ball.  Next a simi-
lar cstablishment was got up in the Champs
Elysees. It was called the gardens of Marbeuf,
and probably few of the dancers remembered
that the delightful spots in which they were
tripping it “on thulight fantastic toe,” had cost
the life of their owner, the Marchioness of Mar-
beuf, who bad been guillotined for no other
crime but that she refused to metamorphose her
beautiful gardens into potato-fields for the bene-
fit of the ‘¢sovercign people.”

Innumerable other public balls were opened
one after the other.  There was one in the
Elyséc National, the palace which the present
Emperor of France occupicd before 1853, whilst
he was still President of the Republic, There
were Ranelagh and Vauxhall, so named in imi-
tation of our famous London resorts, and there
were Frascati, aud the Pavillon d'Hanovre,
which two last ones were patronised by those
members of the upper classes who still remain-
ed in Paris and had cscaped the guillotine.
Then therc was the Prudo, where also ¢ mewing
concerts” (concerls miauliques) were given.

These concerts were a cruelty wourthy of that
horrible period. A score of cats were placed
in & row on a kind of piano, their bodics were
in a box from which their kcads alune projected,
Each of the touches of the instrument corres-
pouded with the tail of one of the cats, and
when the touch was struck, a sharp blade
pencetrated jato that tajl, and of course the cat
uttered a cry. Although the voices bhad been
selected with duc regard to the different notes
of the scale, yet there was uo control over the
expregsion of their anger and pain, nor of its
duration, so that this ingenious and novel
instrument did not prove & success.

Another public ball was actually iostituted
in the ancient cemetery of Sajut Sulpice. The
gate o it was adorned with a pink transparency,
on which were written the words, * Bal des
Zephyrs & but that same gate also bore the emn-
blems of the former destination of the place.
Tbere were still distinctly visible on it, carved
in stone, a skull with bat’s wings, a pair of cross-
bones, and aa empty hour-glass, and underneath
it in large letters:—

BIC REQUIESCART BEATAM SPFEM XXPECTANTES.

The tombstoncs bad not even been removed,
and the amorous couples sat on the monuments,

not ¢ smiling at grief,” but at theic own giddy
raptures, This certainly was & danco of death
with a vengeance, and the contrast was moro
striking than any of the sombro creations of tho
old painters.  Yet the enormity sactually conti-
nued, until the time of the consulate, when
Napoleon ordered it to be closed,

‘e garden belonging to the ancient convent
of the Carmelito nuns was also transformed into
adancing place, which, from the quantity of lime-
trees growing in theso grounds, was called le
Bual Chumpétre des Tilleuls, The orchestra was
placed againstalittle door, through which scarce-
Iy two years before the unfortunate nuns had
been brought forth one after the other, to be exc-
cuted, and the stone steps still bore indelible
traces of the stains of blood, But the summer of
1794 was magnificent, the sky was clondless, and
the sun shone bright, and when in tho ovening
the pale moon rose in the sky, and peeped over
the dark lime-trees, when the orchestrasent forth
its merry strains, and gauze and muslins, rib-
bons aud fair tresses fluttered in the evening air,
nobody thought of the ¥ pensive nuns” who
whilom wandered under the shade of those same
trees,—

‘Devout and pure,
Sober, steadfast, and demure,
Allin a robe of darkest grain,
Flowing with majestio train,
In fact, the Dansomania had taken hold of all
classes of society, and the majority of those bals
champélres were & complete guccess.

One of the sequels of the events of the ninth
of Thermidor, was that the goods of all those
who bad been guillotined, which had been con-
fiscated by the Convention, were restored to the
surviving heirs, Evea the arrears which the
nation had received sinco the time of the con-
fiscation were paid back. This unoxpected
stroke of good fortune turned the heads of those
to whose share it fell.  After having lived for a
length of time in utter poverty, the heirs of those
who had been executed all at once found them-
selves opulent, and, naturally enough, not a few
excesses were committed. This event just
happened when the rage for dancing was at its
greatest paroxysm. It was natural, thesefore,
that daneing sbould occupy a prominent place
in the round of amusements in which those
newly enriched people indulged.

But as the persons thus favourcd by fortune
mostly belonged to the highest aristocracy of
Paris, they refused to dance with the profane
vulgar, nor did they even condescend to dance
like them, They wished to organise a dancing
clud, something after the style of Almack’s, to
which the vulgar could not be admitted. To
make nobility and rank openly the title of admit-
tance would have been unsafe in those times,
but they made another rule by which tho same
object wagobtained. The majority of the persons
who bad been guillotined were nobles and people
of rank, and conscquently they determined that
nobody could become a subscriber unless he bad
lost his father, motber, brother, or sister, or at
least an uacle or an aunt, by the guillotine.
Hence this dancing club obtained the name of
the Ball of the Victims.

These balls were held during the winter of
1794 on the first floor of the Hotel de Richelicu.
The dancers were all to be dressed in the deep-
est morning, the bangings were cntirely black,
and black crape was attached to the instruments
of thc band, to the chandelicrs, and to the furni-
ture, Not satisfied with thesc indecent jokes,
they also invented a bow d la viclime. This
congisted in a motion of the head which imita-
ted that of the person who, lying uader the guil-
lotine, bends his neck in order to pass his head
through the hole above which the fatal knife is
suspended. And these unparalleled acts of
levity were actually perpetrated by the children
x(;nd relatives of those who bad died that fearful

cath.

The Terrorists, however, were determioed not
to yicld in heartless sportiveness to the Victims,
so they instituted a rival ball, called the Ball of
the Exccutioners, which was held on the second
floor of the same hote), and to which no member
wasg admitted that could not prove his active
share in the deeds of the Reign of Terror.

Tho dancers were all dressed in red, tho
hangings wero red, and red silk ribbons were
attached to the instruments of tho band, to the
chandeliers, and to tho furniture. Perhaps it
may be imagined that when tho, mombers of
the opposite balls encountered, blood flowed,
Quito the contrary took place, owever ; their
bows wers low and formal, and compliments
were exchanged in the “lofticst stylo of revolu-
tionary featernity,

As thero were at the Ball of the Victims nu-
merous younger sons and daughters who, thanks
to the guillutine, had become hieads of familics ;
as tho company was entirely composed of people
who in a few days had arcived from poverty and
danger to opulence and security, so tho ball,
notwithstanding its funcreal appearance, was
exceedingiy gay.

Onec incident, slinost equally ludicrous and
horrible, which occurred at this ball, is re-
lated by Sir Joshua Reynolds in his Memoirs.
During the Reign of Terror, if tho person in-
tended for the guillotine was not to be found,
somo prisoner whose namo was similar in
sound, or who was related to hirg, was sacrificed
in his place, and then the name of the proscribed
was crased from the fatal list, and his death pub-
lished. This was the case with two sisters;
both had evaded their persecutors; but the names
of both were on the list of the guillotined, and
cach, therefore, considered herself the only one
saved. Their screams of borror and astonish-
ment when they met at this ball may be im-
agincd, However, when they wero convinced
that ncither was a ghost, they embraced, and
cach congratulated the other on her bappy pre-
servation. Whilo they wero thus fondly locked
in each othet’s arms, & Master of the Ceremonies
approached them, As the death of the other
was tho title on which eack had received ber
ticket of admission, headdressed the clder sister,
and informed her that now ber title to admission
was faulty, unless sbo could name some other
relation who had perished during the Reign of
Terror. The lady hesitated for a moment, and
then answered, ‘¢ she was sorry to say she did not
think she could.” The samo question being put
to the younger sister, she also roplied in the
negative,

% Then, mesdames,” said he of the ceremonies,
%it i3 my paiaful duty to inform yon that you
arc no longer members of this ball.”

The two ladies stared in silent astonishment
and chagrin.

“It is delightful to bave found a sister,”” at
last cried the clder, takiog her younger sister
by the hand; “ but it is a sad thing to lose
one’s right of admission to these balls.”

Onc other benefit of the reaction which fol-
Iowed tho events of Thermidor was the, resur-
rection of the toilet; for in the dark days of
tho Terror, to be properly dressed was equiva-
leot to wearing a royalist badge. But after the
fall of Robespierro the ladies strove with each
otlier to make up for lost time, and by profuse
indulgence to forget the horrible times when
they were deprived of silks, satins, velvels, and
jewellery. Hence luxury became most extrava.
gant., But good taste did not preside over the
choico of the gariacats, It became the fashion
to appear at the balls, at the theatres, and even
in the strects, dressed,—or shall we say undres-
sed ?2—according toancicat Greek and Roman
patterns, and she who nearest approached to the
toilet of the,Venus de’ Medici was reckoned to
display most taste. These fashions originated
in a great measuro at the Balls of the Victims,
and for those ghastly meetings cvery part of
female attire was generally curtailed a few inches
more of its already too scanty proportions.

Not only were these Greek and Roman dresses
introduced by this club, but alsoa style of head-
dress, which continued for more than twenty
years after; this fashion was called @ la T¥fus.
Some of the members, not considering the bowa
la victime sufficiently expressive, introduced an
article into the rules of the club that nobody
should be admitted whose hair was not cut closs
to the neck, in the same manner as the execu-
tioner cuts that of the viclims when he prepares
them for the guillotine. This coiffure was at

.| once adopted by all the members, and, as may
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