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Uï. - Carter children were cnjoying their vacation
more tllan any vacation thus far in their younig
lives. A pleasant oid far-hiilouse sheltered
bhem ,by night; a large, roorny barn was their

resort on rainy days; while ti>e great, ivide out-

of-doors was their grand playground the rest of the
tiine-and neyer a sumiier had such sliort nig,,hts or
s0 few rainy daiys ! They exptored the rneadows and
the pastures, sailed their.tiny boats on the pond, and.,
foltowed the wvinding brook to its. fountain-head, and.
cimrbed the highest hilin the ueighborhood, feeling
as mzacli ekultatioui as they 3vilt feel in later yefrs
wYhen they scale 31t. Washingo'n or even Mont Blanc.

Upoi n e'of their expeditions they discovered
wbnt they were sure nmust be a woodciuek's hole.
Such a sLate of excitemnentà!aý they were ti jown into 1
Only Tom, Mininie, and Sadie ivere of the pýarty;
Jamie bad genle to the -village with his uncle, but
wvould ,oin ýhem later.

'We miuet get that woodchuek, !el s-.id'Tçm.
What's the good?" II sked Minnie.

"WVhy, everybody gets -a woodchuck when they
have a chance!"I

"1mbti what for-are they good to eat?»
"No, 1 guess fot; but thie skin is good for strîngys

.- it's awful tough, and niakes good, strong strings ta
tde thingý,slwith 1"I

"EHumph! I should thînk t-vw iv ould do just as
weil for us,", Persisted Miine.

"Maybe we could seil thlé rzkin. lfaybe the cat
would like the flesh. Anyway, we've got ta get that
%voodchuck V'

Then begaiî the. discussion of plans. Sadiewas for
digging the animal out-she bad brouglit lier spade,
and she wa.s sure that itl couid he done; buf after. they
liad aIl taken a -Lurn at thé hule, they gave that plan
up as inipracticable. Tom said:

WVe'il have to smnoke him out I W. wii rait
Unitil janîle cornes, and then W*e11 try that pù:n, " and
Tom seabed hiinseif on the top rail of a neighboring
fence ta wait the arxivail of bis brother.

%wont help."
What's thc reason lie woli't help ?" a akcd Tom.
>Bcaua;e he is a Band of Meucy boy, and he wifl

Say we ouglit ta jet the wuodchuck ïive.1"
'« onsense! lie will be juat- as ready for the fun as

the *test of us, " insisted Tomn-; but, truth to telle
Nvas not so sure in his ieart as bis words implied.
. resentiy jamie carne mnnning across the filid, and

'was sooartzade acquaîited with the state of affairs.
"If you'il stay here with flic girls and watch the

hot 'i u ack the house and get matches, and
we7il soon bave the oid feit'w o-iit 1.Il said Tom.

1 I don'î sec any sense or any fun ir. that,"- me-
spcaded the newcorner.

TËhereupon- a iîe~dispute followed, a good-
natured dispute, but iý dispute nevertheless. The
girls- went over tc, Jamie's sidc of the question, and
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2'HA T 1W0OD CHItTCE Toin> flnding he was to have no supporters, abandond
the 4schenie of smoking the woodchuck out of bisý
hole. Thleu lamnie exclairned:

1I ainiost: forgot-Cousin Sue is waiting for.us tu
go after cat-tails; but 1 nust take a ,look at his nia-
jesty's mansion l" and lie mn across' the fi,'. ta the
spot that the others liad indicated.

Taking off his haf hc mnade a Iow bowe saying
"Good înorniiig, Mr.. WVoodchuck 1 »"hy don't you

ask me to waik in? )Don't you kniow; that 1 have
saved your life, and can't you showv a littie gratitude! "
But as Mr. Wuodchuck d'l -1lot respind ta the friendly
overtures, Jamie rejoined the others, and they were
soon telling Aunt Mary about the woodchuck, and
'Tom was încliined Io be veýed at the others because
they iwouid xiot fait in with his scheme.

Il Don't you think it wouid have been good fan,
Cousin Sue?" -lie asked. Z

IlYou boys make me think of a story that ià toid of
Daniel Webster and bis brother," Ilaie Cousin Sue.

W~i1l you tell us'the story?"-I saïl Minute.
It is somethîig like this: -

.'The brother hiid catught a woodchuck and was in-
lending to kilt it. but -Daniel b -cged and ,pleaded for
the anirnal's; life. Not being able to corne to any
-agreement, the boys referrcd the niatter to their
father, wlir, told them that tliey might caci argue
their cause before biai, ud iliat lie wo'>Id be the
Judge, and would decide- which iiad the besat- of thp
e&guxnent. T'ne brother began. ]3ointing Io the
pour, frightened, shrinkiug littie prisoner, he ý;et
forth the reaBons why the ;nimal sbould forfeit itt
life.- He told how lt injured the clover and th*
cabbage patch, and dwelt upon the -value of its skId
for dornestic purposes. It had now been cauglit and
iniprisoned, after considerabje trouble, and he asked :
IlWould it floet -be an act of foliy to let any se nti-
mental weakness hinder the course of justice?»" The
Judge Iistened to the clea.r, ringing tontes, the cool,
logicai utterances of bis eider son,_ anid thought that
lie. had miade out a pr<etty strong case agai'nst the
prisoner. Then 1fr was Daniel'a turn. Ini a voice tliat.
trembled'with ernotion, lie took up the cause of the
woodehnck. H-e gaid that; life. was God given, thnt,
when once taken, it could neyer, never be restùred.
Hie argued that, except in cases of sterm necessity,
iaan bas no right to deprive even a woodchuck of
life, lie pictured the essentiat meanness c;fthe thought
that superior inielligence or superio;r âtrength could
Jbo 1lawfully used for the destruction of the weak. rie
scoùted the idea of barmn dont to the crops by a few
teaves being nibblea.te sustain life, and coming back
to this therne, the riglit of every creature -to life and
liberty and.the pursuit of happiness, he pleaded so
eloquetitly the èause of the woodchucc, thaf, in the
middle -of bis patbetic appeal, tii. Judge, forg',,tting al
the dignity of the o'ffice, starbed up with tiie tears roll-
ing down lis cheeks,îand cried oui, "lZeke, Zeke, you,
let that woodchuck go. 3'

1 thinik," added Cousin Sus, "that Daniel We~bster
was a«Rand of Mercy boy!

Tom was stili fur a few minutes, then he said,
&Cousin Sue, 1 zm giad we did not smu1ýe out the

woodchuck,"


