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boutit goods iii this way front wholcsale houses in different

lt,.. bi Canada. In this respect he is no worse titan many
otha.. An honorable imjlrter d.re not object, whiile dis-
lon etable firis encourage il because the cati thus get favors
wonrih thousands of dollars annually.

1 he arrest aid conviction of MIr. Watters shows the wis
dtn, * of pîuttinig business mien ii the Governtimietit. An inex
per iced tait must depend largely upon his assistants, often
themiselves without the nlecessary training.

Atn exptrieiced business mait, such as lion. MIr. Wallace,
vdi nlot allow his deputies to rui things. lie will know the

wiv and wierefore of everything. lie wili iot take chances on
ani g. This is why lie lias maide a success of lits C(ontroller-
sip of (ustomtîs.

Slie developments in this case also show the iecessity of a
Iuiini >n Board of Appraisers, such as tley have in the States.
\\ith suclh ait organizatioi importers are independent of the
whimts of local appraisers, and they nleed not fear that iniporters
ai otiier points cati get goods in at lower rates.

MUNICIPAL FIRE INSURANCE.

M UNICIPAL inisurance is booming just iow, and ait at-
teimit is being made to mtroduce it into Canada. 'ie

idea is thait each municipality should intisure ail the buildings in
that particular city, town or counîty, and collect the premiuns
as a sMkig fund to cover losses, and if above this to reduce
rates. This plan, il is said, will save agents' commission and
managers high salaries.

A draft bill by Aid. Lamb, of Toronto, is now belore the
Onîtaro L.Àgislature. The bill is called the Municipal Fire In-
surance Act, and provides that the Municipal Council of every
coutty. city or town desirous of adopting the provisions of the
Act miay submttit a by.law to the clectors qualified to vote on
muney by-laws. hlie said bureau shall consist of three men-
bers, to be called Fire Insurance Conimissioners, two to be ap-
poî'ted by the Municipai Couicil, and the third by the .ocal
Iloard of Trade. One of these shall retire annually. The com-
mîissioiers shall deposit $so,ooo each, and shall receive salaries
Of bctweenî $3,ooo and $5,ooo. Ail buildings within the muni-
cipaiity shall be insured in the bureau to the extent of two-thirds
of their assessed value, but the conmtissioners may refuse to
take a nsk on a particularly hazardous structure. The coni-
misbioiers shal fix the prerniums on the properties, which said
prenutins shall be colIected mii the sanie nianner as ait ordinarv
assessment tax.

NIr. Stapleton Caldecott, president of the Toronto Board of
Trade, when asked his opinion of the municipal bureau idea
remarked that he had not given Ald. I.amb's particular scheme
much attention, but that personally he was inclinied to think it
nt sufficiently comprehensive. He did not favor the muni-
cial plan, but lie would advocate the establishment of a Gov-
eniment bureau. The secret of the success of insurance coin-
pailes was the fact that their risks were scattered over a large
Ipart of the world. But one municipality should not insure its
own property, for one great conflagration miglt ruin t.

\'r. P. H. Sims, vice.president of the Board of Under
wrlrs, has also expressed his views on the question to the

fliter. ie holds that the introduction of Ald. Lanib's scheme
wo'uld attack and destroy the credit of the city. Such a scheme

lie says, wotld be uIworkable Imi a congested district hke the
city of Toronto. One extensive coitiagra.tiot nutght runi the
corporation. For safe insurance it was iecessary to scatter the
risks ield oser ait extended area.

A second point iade by \Ir. Siis w. , tat ntider the On-
tario Insurance Act provision was mîtade for citieis, if they so
desired, to fourmi tiemîîselves mto a corporation to effect ilistit-
anc, at a minimum of cost. l'his Act afforded every faciihty
for citizeins to insure thtemiiselves outside of the insuraince coim-
paties, and it would lie wrong to pass another law, iaking il
conipulsory for themlt to do what lthey lad iot seci lit to do
already of tlieir owi free will. IL would be a mianifest injustice
to compel every property owner to bem.tiie a1 shtareitlder in tlte
risks of the uinderwriters.

lit conclusion, MIr. Sits stated that municipal iisurance
would be entirely iiadeiuate lt satisfy the reqluireient, of loan
companies, and parties loaniing miîoney on real estate.

JEWS AS MERCHANTS.

1.1. business men are divided into two classes: hoiest
business ien and dishoiest business nien. lit each

class are founîd men of every race, such as the Eliglisih, the
Irish, the Scotch, the Canadian, etc. But, uifortuiately for
the reputtation of lite jewish race, they are usually fotutd amîong
the class who are the opposite of honîest.

It is clainl-d that a fire which was started receitly in) a cer
tain building in Toronto was in the interest of a jcwislh finit
who occupied the building. The firc was discovered and put
out before it obtained much leadway. It was afterwards founîd
thaIt these Jews lad $5,ooo inisurance on a stock which was
sold a few days later for $i,25o.

A newspaper report says that a fire occurred recetly in
Plum Coulce, Mai. Simîon Goldtaub, a merchant, was burnied
out, and put in his claimît to the insuranîce coiipaiiies. The
inîsuranîce peuple eigaged detectives, who fouind the goods
frot Goldtaub's store in a stable, covered with hay. Goldtaub
is ii jail.

A leading wholesaler renarked to the wniter, the other day,
that a jobber couldn't seil to a Jew for cash without being
" donc up " by shortage claimts, etc. To scll then for credit lie
described as utter folly. lie mentions, as ait example. that his
firit had just received a divideid on one estate whici aiiotintetl
to 7 ier cetnt. lie ntever kntew of their sellhnîg to a persont of
this race without losmng, to a greater or less exteit.

Canada is big ettought and frec enough to accommodate a
large number of any race of men. Biut each race itust create
and sustaint a reputation for hionesty, if it destres to retainî the
rigits of citizetshiip which are so freely given ttder the guar.
dianship of the British flag. Once it lias lost this reputation,
it must become a iatred and a burdei to society. It is to bc
hoped that the jewish race widl never attamî this unenviable
position in Catada.

GOOD ADVICE AND MANY BRICHT POINTERS.

Mr. V. J. Fergisont, Stratford, ait old subscriber Io Tui.
)R Gos REviEw, writes " Herewitht find $a ton subscrip.

tion accoutnt. I find it a very practicail visitor to my ofiec,
containing much good advice and mnany brglt Iointers."


