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TIIE31ES FOR CoNVI.ISATION.
Thoeu is perhapb ne departmnent, cf Chîristian

life ami influence suisceptiblen o? greater iniprove-
nment tItan daily conversation. At the flimuly
incils, la the evcaing circle, and lui thte social la-
tervals o? business, the watcliftl Christin viiI
id niany ojîportunities te give a profitable di-
rection to, the course o? fauniliar reniant, lit
order te do this, tîxere is ofîcu requisite some
proviens care und preparation.

At thîe present day, tliere are several thenies
of conversation often introduccd, ivhicb, as tbey
are generally hiandled, are uaprofitable. One is,

tale d(octrine o? Millerisi'm. Unless suo person
is rcaily anxious to obtalu lîglit uipon lt, or nceds
soute aid agninst its delusien, ive tlîink it.liad
botter bc shunned. It is alnîost impossible ln a
xmxed company, te sectire for it a serions treat-
ment, and if tic ordinîîry witticisms are iadulged,
un(i ludicrous anecdotes retailcd, ive inay be
trifling, ore ive are awaîrc, wviîl the salvation of
iminortal seuls, or indîîlffia iu flippant remarl.s,
-whîicli ivonld ho as appropriate te the doctrine o?
the lest great day, as te the baseiess predictieus
o? Miller. Snicb conversation is neot favuuruble
te spiritual religion. Wlien the sîîbject, is ln-
troduced, the cure c? the Christian should ho te
use it as a patli te miore serions ud substantial
doctrines, or te a contemxplationî o? those grent
and precieus promilses whiclî respect the restera-
tien of the Jews and the conversion of the ivorlId.
Qr it inuy serve as an occasion o? remark on our
latter end, andi the inconceivable liiportance o?
lieiag alwaiys rcady te lacet eîîr Lord. uîlîa hoe
tçallb for us in the :oeiiî hîoîîr cf deatîx.

Anoîier topie juàt iîowv îrcviuit, ib the fre-
quîi;c3 cf fcarful iamurdutra, la cor lanid. The duty
pf liai in geoui rulers, efficient it% as, und prompt
officers e? jubtice, is one %vhicli cvcry co slîoild
feel, becautse aIl aie deeffly interestcd la liaviîîg
our landl clcanscd frein thxe xîaavengcd blood of~
the iiiuocciît. But the details o? evideace, as
broîîglît, before ùur courts, aîîd the varions local
circuaistances and varionîs conînections o? the
deed, siionui bu carefulli- avoided as inatters cf
coîiini cons erbatiuii. bitey excrt, an ci ii effect
liv fiîîiiliainiziiig Ic iiiiîid %Ii tlî ubbcciaticas cf a
cerrtiIttiug cîsaracter.

Ab at gencral ride, it la inipertant alsoto aseid
Most ef the comne ruinirs of thîe day. Maiiy
o? ilîcai aniait te no nmore than unprofitablc
gossipi respectiîîg iea ia public life, or tise pri-
vate cliaracter of indivi<iîals ini ordinary socicty.
Jice, clîcy degcîîcrate liet s*taadal-iiiisrep)rc-
seîitaticiis o? the abscent unîd defcncélcss, and oc-
casion xnany basty expressionîs %vhiicl iaflict un-
nlccssallly a la.st4ing injury vîpon sone o? our
feliowi-lIîelî.

It is nitifficicat, nierely tu bliun the cii, but
it îa oîîr dîîkyý te vicuccrige and ascore thîe good.
Thl>c iaci ries cf niotiera, sciencee-tc reports,
ti? inteliigcnt traidctrb-tse labeurs anid traý elb
o? or iia-sioitariua at differtat %tatieius, flic
therne cf some nonv and profitable bock niot 3cet
ecnerally circulntcd-the nature and uses o? the
fine-arts-tlie bistory o? our country and o? otiser
lands-the p)roepects of thse churh of christ-
thse doctrines, ýrec:cpts, prophecies, anid promises
of thse Bible, its gcograipiy anid biogaph;-, its
bcautv of style, auid exuberance of eiidence--
thse ca o f h umaaity everymbisre, however de-
praied cr promoîcd-tse-e are some cf tise ample

and teemin- fields ivlicli invite uis to read in order
te thlîil iiiid thiak lui order to converse in au
cutertaining and instruxvtive nianner.

It is becatuse tîxere is so Iîîîwîî levlty of mmlid
commuin amng su maniîy prollessing Clîristiains,
thint ive have se mnuch contemptible nonsense
deait out by iladies' in, and se niticli silly sin-
pering and giggling aîaiong tiiose iv'lîo are capable
o? runîking aiiig rational beings, if they wCre
oufly aware of tiieir pow'ers.

ô encrail improveînent lu conversational habits.
!s a 110%erful Mecnus of elevating society. 'Often
it is in allimated conîversation that the sehoalar
obtains biis profonndcst thouglit, the rhetorieiali
bis pnrest illustration, und the business tuait bis
inost practical lîiats. Conversation sheuld pro-
serve the toile of liindncss. It siîould be inade

th istuica c eprssng benevolent affec-
tions, in ail thieir vrt',tenderaess, and cIe-
gance.

Conversation shonld flot ho loft te float a-
tiîrally along, althoougb violent interruptions aad
changes are to be geaeraily avoidcd. An active
Miina of ordiaary skill, vigilant for doing good,
wvili find sufficient occasion to grivé a ne% direc-
tien te the course o? talk wvhen it is degeiieratii,
in some remnark tbat, is Made, or Somle circi-
stance ivliicli %vili uaturally occur.

'J7hoýse,ý iowever, ivlîo wvish te do good in con-
versatIon, must net bç overbcariag or officions.
Thcy iaust ivait for lheprcper cime, nuid clieriah
the mnanner of niodcsty, as weli as cuitivate cor-
rect and forcible lu"'g. Yet ilaodesty
must flot decline to âlnP*s$, but a certain

<freedoni, livclincss and promptaesq, is essential tu
a plisat (oinpnioila the social cirelp.

ae pleasantempanio an extruct front Cowpler'%
poent on conversation, whicli it ivii1 be proflible
te rcad eatirely through. for those iî'he %visli te
do good to their fo]lowv-men, andi glorify God ia
flic use of the tongue
"And first, let ne main charge me, thxat I inean

To clothe la sable every social theine,
And give good company a faee severe,
As if they mlet areuad a fatbcr's hier ;
Fur, tell boute men, that pilenburt ail their bent,
And laughiter ail their %% urk, ib life înii.slint;i
Their iîibdî,ia burets iato this sage reply,.
'llien nxirtlî is sinî, and Kc bhuuld alisays cry.'
.To fiad the mediumi asks soute slîare cf it,
And therefore 'tis a Mark fools neyer bit

l3ut thougli ]fe's valley be a vale o? tears,
A brigliter scelle heyond that vale appears,

wleetoyiith a ligit tbat neyer fades,
hos iean scatcred rocks and opcning

shandes;
And iviilîe it shows the land the soul desires,
The lanuage cf the ]and aise cksinspirc.

SThus tuuùcbcd-t, the tongue reccives aacred sensi.
0f ail that %iaà aburd, prufane, impure ;
Illd %% ithin nmedcst lietnda, the tide o? speech

Ptru- i ourse that triat ana nature teacis.
No Ion-er labours more>' te produce
The po'np of sotind or tinkie %vitbout uise;
Whecrevcr it vldthe salutary streani,

Sprl ht i ad Ircsli, curiches every theme;
ShSo aIl tise happy man possosscd before,
The gift of nature or the classie store,
Is mnade subserv lent to, the grand design
For which Heaven formed the faculty divine."
-Aco York Ecxg1ist


