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obtain admission after repeated knocks,
we tried the lateh, which yiolded to
our touch, and we entered a small
rour, the window of which only ad-
mitted so much light as to +how us
that it Lore marks of poverty andl
wretchedness, At first it seemed asif
its inmates  had deserted it: but a wo-
man who was in bed, and seemingly
under illness, gave a faint reply to our
iuquiries, when we went to pursue our
visitations in the neighborhood.  We
afterwards obtained some information
respecting the family we had just vis-
sted.  The father, wio, although earn-
ing vespeetable wages, spent these at
the public bouse, and nct only when
intoaicated, but when sober, was the
tevror of the neighborbood ; he was a
man of violenee; and report laid to his
charge the darkest erimes.  The wo-
man who took charge of his family
was not his lawful wie; she was the
<hild of respoctable parents; she had
enjoyed the benetit of a good and‘ re-
ligiuus education, and had been a Sun-
dav Sehool teacher herself; but all had
becen ineffevtual bamiers in the way of
solf-will aud headstrong passion.  Tn
an agony of sclfreproach, she had
made an attempt upon her life; and it
was from the offects of the opium with
which she had sought to perpetrate
the rash act that she was now suffer-
ing. . .
Some months after this, I had again
oceasion to visit the same house, in
eonsequence of the absence of the boy,
who was one of my Sunday scholais.
He was a meck, quiet little boy, of
pbout six years old, perhaps, and, in
the midst of a crowd of other children,
goarcely noticed. The plants of God's
Jauting are too Jowly to rear their
sads among the tares, whose ranker
growth often overshadows and conceals
them. The child had been absent for
soma Sabbaths; and on calling to en-
quire tho causeof his absence, I found
.bim dying from tho effects of measels.

Too weak to sit up, he received mo
with a faint smile of welcome and re.
cognition as he lay in bed. The wo-
man in aitendance gave me s.mo
particnlars vegarding him,  Shortly
before his illnessy, he had come home in
much concern one Sabbath from the
school; the subject of 1he lesson hud
been the nature and necessity of regen-
eration, and the words of the teacher
had gone home to his heart; he re-
turnel anxiously putting the question,
“ What shal} T do to besaved 2 Ha
attended with new interest to the in-
structions he received at the Sunday
Schiool, ere sickness remoyed him from
it; anel there is reason to believe thay
these were not in vain. When 1 saw
him he was two wenk for conversation;
but the faintand broken replies he gave
to my enquiries satisfied mo that a
wark of grace had been done in his
soul. T prayed with himjand as he
had been accustomed to do in the Sun-
day School, 1 heard his lips murmur-
ing the prayer after me. When I
called next day, I learned that he had
died during the night.  Shortly hefore
be breathed his last, he enquired ear-
nestly whether Jesus would receivo
him; and being assured that he would
on 1o account east away any that came
to him, he expressed his desire to goto
him; and on being asked whether he
was not sorry to leave his father and
friends, he, in his owit artless language,
replied, “ A wee hue” A very littlo
after he expired. I could not help
reflecting on the mercy that had
snalched this child from the brink of
perdition, and removed him from
scenes of wickedness that could scarce
have failed to contaminate and destroy
him. He was indeed a brand plucked
out of the fire. The woman who at-
tended him, and who gave me some
particulars of his history, said that the
boy had been in the habit of telling
her,on his return, the substance of
what he had heard at the Sunday



