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earth’y subsistence at the cost of the purity of ts |

Church, wid the tathfal diechurge of vur embassy
from Chrisy! '
o Yet unothet danger to be avoded by us is the
Indulgzence of « spint of diccantent with regard to
-tho mensure of grace that the Loid may be pheased
fo vouchsate to us.  ‘There s a pasabruy of think.
Sng it lews than at netaally as. ‘The Tard will be
offtnded if we take up the et that lus presence
Snoeng us iy bound np with the brethren we huve
Jost. ‘luey were, andeed, blessed imstruments of
goad 5 but they were not our fountan of hemvenly
mfluence.  ‘Ine Jord alone 13 the tountn ot life
and salvation { und we cught not to doubt that he
is with uw sull.  'The pronnse, ¢ Lo, T am with
yon slwayy’ 1y given 1o tho hunblest of his people :
and our aceess 1o lim and to his fulness 13 free and
immediate, sud independent of uy Inerarchy of
office or @fts. Tt muy not-by_wmweavonable for us
also to remember that there is's passibility of des-
pisie the duy of sl thungse  Wo ere if e are
satisticd witts small things, und do not seck after
rreat 3 but small Qungs should’ preserve us from
despondency.  ‘The tine of harvest i< joyous, to be
swa 3 and happy aee they wha gather w the
gheaves.  Dat the time of the sevd 18 fint m order,
und we eannot have harvest without it. We may
lament when we see no geaeral awahennas, and
when revivals are few and partisl i the Churel g
but it would be hasty and unwarzanted to infer that
the Lord hath forsaken v, Days of preparation,
duy s of patience, days of lttle frnt, st have their
course 1 when they have taed our faith, and love,
wud zral for o wlile, they inay usher in upon us
days of power. Sooner than we look tor, such
days iy come 3 svoner than we dream of, it may
be said to our Church, ¢ Singr, O barren, thou that
didst not bear 3 break forth into singing, thou that
thdst not travinl with chuld; enlarge the place of
thy tent, and let them stretch fouth the curtains of
thine habitations 3 spare not, lengthen thy cords,
und strengthen thy stakes?  “Fhen the new songan
our mouths shzll be, < Who are these that fly as a
cloud, nud us doves to their windows?  *’Fhou
hast incrensed the nation, O oz, thon hastin
vreased the uation 3 “I'hon art glorified!

« Qne datizer more remants to be noticed.  Ttis
the danger of division muong ourselves. Wlhiile our
controversy with the advenaries of the evangelical
causc in the Establishment wasacuvcely carricd on,
it had an iutereat which must have aleorbed every
tendency. to internal disputesyand it Ieft no tune to
disputc ‘them.  When mcu are ocenpied  with
qutestions of real magmitude, questions of minor con-
sequence are let alone ; and those who are in the
att of putting ull they have in peril for a sacred
principle, which they hold'in common, seldan full
into contentions with cach other. Bt the love of
controversy for its own sake may spring out of the
neceesity for controversy ; it may spring oud of that
necesaty, and be fed by it A controversial passion
inay be found to survive, when®a great and vital
controversy is ended 3 and Jittle and unprofitable
controversict may rise up to yratify it. A glorious
controversy between the Church and heér enemies
may be followed by un inglosions wrangle between

. oncscction of the Church and another. If we open
- thie page of history, these rematks will be abun-
dantly confinnéd.  What was it that happened at
tlte period of the Reforination from Popery ™ On
the Continent, the warrior who, with one accord,

% had fought the Battle of the gaapel, strove among
"+ themselves after it was dine 3 and the unity and
strength of the camp of the Reformation  were
broken by unhrotherly schisms. “In England, they
who fought side by side aginst the Man of Sin, on
such questions as the anthority of Seripture, the
mrediation and- merits of Christ, and the idolutry. of
the Mass, next fought amainst each other abonut
. forms, and vestments, and attitudea! O, scenes
xe Mot welcomo to Rome, but sorrowinl 1o Him
. whome members were niven asunder ! What hap-
“poned in Bcotland at the period of the Reformation
from 'relacy ?  ‘Ten years were spent in close and
strong fraternity, and noble things were done. sAn
Erastian and anti-Evangelical herarchy was cast
~Aewn ; our precious Confcasion of Faith and Cate-
chixns were adopted, and solemn covenants were
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sworn to bind this Church and 1ation to the cause
of Chnst for ever. But, munclhmtely thereatter,
the brethren, whowo united cflorts had uccom.
plished these achicvemnts, were divided by inter-
nal discords 3 and they, who used to uphold the
banner of ¢ Christ's crown und covenant’ together,

hustened, some us resoltioners, and somo as_ pros’

testors, to rally round seetarian uud rival standurds.
And whut happened at the petiod of the fint
Scecasion, & hundied veury ngo!  Thesfathery
of that movement had scareely given forth their
testimony  against a degonerate and despotical
Church, aud ot rid of thar connection with it,
when a mirerable buraess ousth cane across their
path, and split thent into hastile fuctions.  Surely,
my futhems and brethren, these striking facts ave
full of warning to us.  Surely we are warrauted to
way, i the words of Scripture, thit *theso things
happened for examples : and that they were writ-
ten for our admomuon, wpon whom the ends of the
world are come” " * 4 . . z

RO}'.-\L BOUNTY, IRELAND.

Faly lost year Mr. Lubonchere, Cluef Seeretary
of Ireland, was plied With repeated and carnest
applications from the Moderator of the Presbyterian
Church 1 Izeland, for o relaxation of tho Rule

respecting the Royal Bounty, which requires that
every nunister receiving it, shall receive at least

I £33, stedling, from his congregation.  ‘Fhisrelaxa-
i

tion was roaght on the gronud of the impovernsh.
meat of the people, by the fuilure of the potatoe
crop.  But the Cluef Secretary was determined
not to concede, even to importunity, without in-
vestigauon.  He mstituted an mvestgation ; und
we now present to our readers a Repart of the re-
suit, prefuced by the Cluef Seerctary’s Jottor to Dr.
Morgan, Moderator, dated July 14th, 1847 :

Sir,—With reference to seve: . communications.
boti pereonal and by letter, which I have receved
from you. epon the subject of tho suspension for
this year of the rule regmnng cach Presbyterian
mmster in Treland to be pmd L35 by his congre-
gation, n or fer that he may be qualificd to receive
the Royal Bounty, 1 have to say, that after
mabimy the fullest 1mquiry into the subject, Tam not
of opuuon that I onght to 1 i a Te
which conld only be justified by the most urgent
and undeniable necessity. *

1 am awarce that this decision has been already
nolificd to yon some time age by Mr. Mathews;
but it secs to me desirable that'it should by ths
official Ictter be put upon record.

T 2, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

{Srgned) 1. Lavovciene.

REPORT ON THIL ATTLICATION OF TIIE REV. DR. MORGAN.

In reference to Dr. Morgan®s application of 12th
February last, transmitted to me by the Chief
Seerchary for report, 1 beg fo state, that some weeks
thereafter I forwarded to the scveral Presbyteries
printed fonns, to Le filled up with th§ customary
statistical accowsits of their various congregations
for the_year: ending 31st March, 1847: Such
forms afe annually issued in Match 3 and to follow
the same course again appeared the hest way of
collecting the facts necessary for a decision on the
matter.  Very shortly afterwards, many Preshy.
terian mitisters in Ulster intimated to me that their
congregations had not paid them the requisite €35
of stipend, relying on someo newspaper announce-
ment to the effect, that, from the distress in Ireland,
Her Majesty’s Government were this year to
authotize the issuc of the Royal Bounty without
regrard to any particular payments by the people to
their ministers:  Floet no time in undecieving them
on this pointy stating xlso, that unless the stipulated
amount wad paid up ns usual, Bounty would not
be isrucd to the ministers of the defanlting congre-
:gation. This, of course, led to much explanatory.
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! however, in the stipend being paid by all the con.
! pregations bound to do s, exCept - two cases,
which are still under consideration,  And the uge.
gregate nmount of stipend for the yenr endigs 31st
March lust is not now less than for former yeas,
.when no fuilure of crops could be compluined of,
Under thess circumstances it is submitted that the
request should ot be complied with,

But us the eatract from Dr. Morgan's letter of
28th April, indicates the possibibty of this applica.
tion bemge subnutted to Govenunent, with reference
to the year endig 31st March, 1848, (notwith-
stunding every appearance of an abundant harvest.)
1t becomes iy duty to go more into detal, in ro
far merely as the subject imvolves a grant of public
otiey.

A Return is annexed, (the fitst of the kind,)
showing the population and payments of cevery
congregaton belonging to the Ganeral Asseasbly,
beng the bedy on whose behalf Dr. Morgan apphed.
I thes there are 451 congregations acconnted for,.
paying ultogether £18,447 of stipend, or about £10
u yeur each. ‘Uhe number of families is stated to
be 86,450 ¢ and multiplying them by five, (which
s about the truth.) the total nmnber of pessons
will be 432,230, And if the sguregate stipend bo
divided by them, the average payment by each
individual to his ininister, is forty-one farthings a
year. ‘Fhe pepulation connected with the General
Assembly hus been frequently aflitm-d by parties
representing it, to be five, six, and even cight hun.
dred thousand. ‘'he mutenuls for the present
census have, howerver, been furished tome by the
several Presbyteries 5 uud should they have inad-
vertently made an vnder-statenient, any increaso
of numbers must proportionsbly diminish even the
very low average rato of payment given above.
No'donbt there are many poor in so large a de-.
nomination 3 but, ax is Kuown to every oune ace
quuinted with Ulster, there itre also great namiiers
of prosperous, wealthy fumilies. It is, Nowever,
unquestionable, thut for about the lust forty vears
no class of Christians have been in the hubit of
paying so little to their ministers as the lity of the
several Presbyterian Synods, endowed by Parlin-
mentary grant 3 and did the =ame partics reside in
Scotland, England, or anywhere except in Ircland,
they wonld have to contsibute a far Jurger umount.
‘The cause of this is cusily shown. ’

From 1690, when the Royal Bounty cormenced,
down to the year 1803;-the grant was annually
dwvided, share and share alike, among ull the nuuis-
ters of cach Synod § und as it wasonly at intenals
of many years that the Irish Patltament made any
additions 1o, it, each newly-formed cougregation
brought a new minister on the grant, and thereby
reduced the share previously received by the othar
ministers.  ‘These minsters assemnbled in Presby-
tery, are the partics who ccclesiastically organico
a new congregation 5 and previous to 1863, they
would form noug, unless there was u sufficient body
of people vinderfaking to psy the new minister an
amount of stipeiid considerably more than, £33.
Bt in 1803, the grant was largely increased, and-
dwided into three classes—certain conaregations
being placed in the fint clase, entithog their winis-
ters 10”8100 a year of Bounty; others, in the
sccoud class, entitling thema to L£75:7and the
ministers of the third cluss receiving £30 a year.
Newly-formed congrepations were to be further
provided for by. udditions to the grant, without
diminishing the share of the existing ministers.—
Undecr the operation of the system up to 1803, the
congregations had been trained to'pay their minis-
ters libesully s and a change to the worse in this
respact never being appreliended, no stipulation
was in the arangements of JE03 made by Govern-
ment, requiring the payment of stipend as a con-
dition of obtaining Bounty. But that arrangement
began in a few years'to operate most prejudicially 5
congregations were from time to time formned
without regard to their pavment of stipend, for
Bounty could be got without it, or without lessening:
the share of the other mninistene. What used for-
merly to be the smaller part of the minister’s in-
come, becaine in this way its chicf part; and an
opinion gradually gained ground throughont the
congregations; thad it was ot to them but to the-




