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laarned, but tho advices you have reccived.—
‘T'here is nothing more digsppointmg o o teacher
than, after ho has marked out the nustakes mto
which a student may have fallen, bo it astoa
matter of doetrine, or a matter of nstory, or a
matter of philelogy, of grammar, nay, of pro-
nunciation or orthography,—to find th: same
crror repeated by the samo party, as seon as the
fresh oceasion occurs; just as if the cotrection
had never been made. T would say—not exeept-
ing the most unimportant of the subjects I have
just named—yon can hardly, in your recollec-
tions of tho past scssion, do a more uscful thing
than to go over 1 your memory the mstances m
which you wero guarded ngamst any vice (I use
the word in the philosaphical not the moral
meaning) in composition or methad, aud, if any
rectification has been made on the margin of
your cssay, if the memorial of the error is re-
corded in your papers, do not look away from it,

i
lmlh to sot forth the luu--r 10 A manner Inwd to
impress, as well as to struet—1o rouse the
luggish, to convineo the hostile, a4 well asto .

satisfy the favourable car.

Elocution, ton, as belongnng to the thetoneal
art, deserves to be cultivated
the mere embodiment of artificial rulee, 1t 18 not
indeed to be identified with oratory —the oratory
of the oul,
teacher of rhietorie, does not so strenuoudly ar-
gue for it, aa for what is more cssential to the
christian advoeate—Seripture knowledge  and
godly sincerity.  But all wige men must agree
with him in recommending, as ho does 1n s
« Chrigtiana Doctrina,”
of apeaking well. Such art 19 but the applicat
of the principles of nature, reason, and taste,to the
enuncation of truth with the best effiet, and the
removing of all offensive habig of utterance or
gesticulation. It is agreeable to plulosaphy, as

If constdered as |

Augnstine, though once hamself a .

duo attention to the art |
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mny int.. the other exireme in queat of fashiona:
ble wonlds and phrases  ‘I'he warks which con-
tinue to please fram age to az, are written with
perfeet simplicity , winle thase which eaptivate
the multitnde by a display of weretricions or-
uaments, 1f, by chance, they shoulid survive the
fashinns to whuh they are accommodated, reo
mun only to furmsh a subject of ndicalo to pos-
terity ‘Fhe partrait of 2 beantiful woman, in the
fasluanable dress of the day, may please at the
Cmament it s painted 5 nay, may perhaps please
more than  any that the fanev of the arist
could have suggested , but 1t s only i the
; plancst and sumplest drape ey, that the most per.
feet furma ean be transmitted with advantage to
fuinre titnes ™
In the remammng part of his addreze, Dr
Willis -k the wpportunity ot 1 commending to
the yonager ttadents, as well as thuse of the
. Thealogy elase, the pernsal m summer, of tho

do not consign it to oblivion, but look at it ®is well argued by Dugald Swart, when treatag | Lagyn Collectanea, recently cdited by bunself

rather till your mind has taken on the inpress. !

Nor seck to efface tho professorial nota, till
you havo first, with stern resotution, blotted ont
the fault ; and I do not say vowed, but determin-
cd, at all costs, to amend and reform in that
particular :—

Quintilio si quid recitares; Corrige, sodes,

Hoc aicbat et hoe: melius te posso negares

Bis terquo expertum frustra: delero jubebat,

Et male tornatos incudi reddere versus ¢

Horace speaks of poetry or verso-making and
of a rigid eritic’s demands, but if, in such mat-
ters, tho critic was ao oxacting af labour, how
little should wo grudgo the needful application
in secking what is correct in far graver affairs.
Again:—.

Qui studct optatam cursu contingere metam

Multa talit fecitque puer, sadavit et alsit.t

1 feel that it is necessary still to call for nuch
attention to tho preliminary subjeets of study as
well as to those which aro strictly theological.
Ia this [ know T speak the earnest wish of all
your ‘Teachers, and especially of iy respected
friend, Professor Esson, whoso absence owing
to sickness, I have to regret. Most of you
had the epportunity of listening, tho other day
—to-day also, indeed—to the fine maxim of
Augustine, that learning should be conscerated
to roligion, as the spoils of Eaypt were to
tho God of Israel.  And admitting, he justly
says, that much waa vain in the philosophy of
the ancicnts, and deceptious in the arts of their
sophists; yet hesitato not to enrich yourselves
with what is good and useful: wsor lot truth
vo at a disadvantage with crror, by your ne-
glecting those 1! ctotical rules which they have
tov often converted to the service of a bad
causo, but by which it becomes the advocate of

* If you recited anything to Quintilivs, heused
to say, corrcet this I beg “of you, and this. If
you said that you could 1ot dobetter, having tried
two or three times in vam, he would ordor you
to blot all out, and to give your badly polished
verses to be remodelled.

1+ No ardent youth, can reach the goal for

which he pants, without much labour, suffering,
heat, and cold.

of the assuciation of 1deag, to aveid what may

conneet our subject or canse, in the hearor's or '
reader’s miad, with what is low and vulgar on |

tho ono hand, or too nicely accommodated to

tho demands of capricious fashion un the other !

hand.  “In the same manne:,” ho says, “in
which an article of deess acquirea an appearance
of clexanco or of vulgarity, from tho pemon by
whom it is habitually worn; se a particular
mode of pronunciation acquires an wr of fashion |
or of valgarity, from tho person by whom it is
habitually employad.  ‘T'he Scotch accent is
_aroly, iu itself, as good as the Lnghsh, and,
with a few cxceptions, is as agreeable to the
car; and yet how offensive dees it appear, cven
to us who have been accustomed to hear it from
our infancy, when compared with what is used
hy our sauthern neighbours.  No reason can be
given for this, but that the capital of Scotland is
now become a provincial town, aud London is
the sear of our Court.” (Porhaps we migle add
other reasons, though no doubt deprulding on
that assigned by tho philosoplier.) * The distine-
tion which is to bo found in tho lan;:uages of all
civilised nations botween low and ypolite modes
of expression, arises from similar cauxes ‘T
this influenco of association on language it is ne-
cessary for every writer to attend carefully who
wishes to oxpress himself with eleganco. For
the attainment of correciness and purity in tho
use of words, th. rules of grammarians and crit-
ics may bo a sufficient gwmde s but it is not in
tho works of this class of authors that the higher
beauties of style ave to bo =tudied. As tho air
and manner of a gertleman can bo acquired only
by living habitually in the best saciety, so grace
in composition must bo attained by a habitual
acquaintanco with classical writers. I>'Alem-
bert tells us that Voltairo had alwavs lving on
his table the Petit Carémo of Massilon, and the
tragedies of Racine; the former . fix his tasto
in prose composition and the latter in poctry.”
[Here Dr.Willis named Sowh, Tillotson, Barrow,
Whalker, and Witherspoon, as sermon-writers
uscful to be consulted for style ; and Addison for
classic Enghsh gencraliy.] “In avoiding,”
contimues Stuart, “cexpressions which are de-
based by vulgar use, there is a danger of run-

Fhe reading of these sclections frumthe Fathers,
"had constituted, he saud, an agrecable vanety
dunng the present seasion.  Distinguishing be-
tween the use and abuse of such wrniings, ho
sud, 1 am far from being a worshipper of tho
Fathers. 1 would guard you agamst an unduo
reverenco for antiquity.  Bacor said truly, that
these modern days are really the days of tho
| Church's or the world's old time, rather than what
is called antigquity.  “I'he mon of long gone ages
! were children, when we consuler the advantagea
possessed iy oure,  Soagig, af we lnuk ta the pro.
wregsive developments of seience, and the large
accutnulation of historical experience. St
those men of old Lad advantages of their own.
They hived near to the days of the apostles.—
They are witnesses to us of carly custonig.—
| ‘Their testumony on fasts pertavng to tho lustory
j of Christiamaty and s evidence 18 nvaluabls
"T'hen, for the sake of defending our holy relygion
from those pretensions of Popery and Pusoyisu,
whieh have sought sauction from ancient names,
1t 18 well to be able to separato truth from crror
in the question of authonty ; and a knowledgo
of the very crrors of the Fathers, enables us to
counteract the effects of an excessive deferenco
to therr opinion or example.

On tho questions of Church government, wo
ought to he able to expose the partial and hasty
deductions, which aro sometimes founded on
garbled quotations, and the suppression of their
qualifying statements.  Aund there are choico
picees of eloquence in the pleadings of the anciont
apologists for Christianity, which are worthy the
admiration of overv scholar. Who would not bear
with the hard African Latin of Tertullian, for
tho sake of coming at last to somo such cloquent
passages as have been adduced to-day in your
recitations? Minucius Felix, again, is worthy to
bo read to the latest times—for the arguments
so fo. sibly put, and in so fino Roman language,
in defenco of the Christian religion, and in ex-
posuro of tho absurdities of polytheism.

Cyprian, coming somoshat later, shows that
the ©hurch had in his days begun to succomb to
the pretensions of hierarchical ambition. But
they whn quote this Father on the side of dio-




