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DYTorit XXV. Dit. FEfRIER, CAliOX4IA.

fi mppetirs, Chat during rite reigîi of wVilliniîî HLI, certain flws werc
enacted sffectiîîg tlic Roitîim Calliolics in Gre'at Pniîir. lFî'ery Pqiwisli
priemt who prirsurietl te exercge lus office, andi rvery licrseil cf this re-
ligion taho tsndruek Chme charge of yotath, was liable tn hierpetual iiîîprii.
Panument. lii genî!ral, Romafn CRthlihis were inicapablc of jiîirclinsiig
cuuottes, or drceiving thin by inheritance, wiiiiotiî teskiîg outls inconsigtcnt
wlib h eir religion. Somne or tlicse "eerc di<ntiiee, indeeti. were ecarcely
ever eonoeced, ye bid been allowcîI to remain as a demi! <citer on the
ett book.

Bat, in 1778, it tordi preposcuil to intreduce a bill tas Parlinment le repeal
tIsas iulernt mîhiegl aloa otsolle 1m..This, howeven, produectif

greatasnn,espeimlly îhrouglieutSeolad. The GOsheral Aseembl>' îook
op ib malter, sud Et wua moiret Chat thein commiWein bc instmuceil Io
wateh dovre the intercala cf the Protestant religion ; and, aoutit il b.
neosury,lto cmuit an extraordintry meeting tuedette such sîeps as might be
deemded expédient. TUe subjeet oceslonci! keen discussion ini tbe Ast-
9mbl>'. Principal Rebertson, whobe influence was ChUen great, opposeil
th. motion, aud it was rejectéol. Ife i!eiied CUai thie Protestant religion
wau la amy danger fromn <hc propose! alteration cf the laws again4t lPapitta,
wble bch regarde! as "B anguinar>' nt cruel," andi sucb et notbing but
ti he.ei ini whieh the>' were pammdet coul! juatif>'.

Sou.t cf the Synode connecîtid with the Eâtabliilimreat, took îîp the
subjeet, sud paswet trong resollulions condemnator>' cf the bill. The
Anti-Bargher Sj'ned lifîed up tbeir îetiiony ngainst il, sudi rite Daîrgher
Synu! joined la <Uc general moyeinent. The latter prepareti anti pub.
lise! a warning agninat i'opery, on <his occasion; n quotalion or îwo
freaid wbicb wihl exhibit tUe views aind feelings cf the godl>' ministers cf
uh Chareh at ibis perioti; andi, in particular, wili aifori! proof thant îlîey
hla net follriwed out, praciie.illy aot lat, thec hUerai aentiiente long ago
expresse! b> the Asmociate Preisbyîî.ry, in glieir inswliers <e Mr. Nairn's
Feasons cf proleal.

ISous ni the agent@," ilie> cm>', Ilof thé~ luin of sin, capelle! hi@ own
territories, fer meditious practiea, h>' th kiîîgs who ]lave given Ititî power,
liave bld <hemacîvea in ou, Protestanît iollantis; anti beiîîg psseascil cf aIl
Chat muhtilty anti crmftineas wliich ennuIes the tleceiver tu inîpose upon the
ignorant and <ie weak, iiidusrrtiously watch ever>' oîiporluniry cf ereepiog
inie boume, and lemding captive silly wenien, laden wiîi ainae, le! awoy
wiîh divers bte, eer leamning, anti neyer able ta comne ta rite kaowledge
of tbe trutb. Your weaktiess on his aitde is net imaginsry, youn danger
la ramiand greml. At lis alarming juncture ct tinte, when it ie generaîlly
aîlowed bhat peper>' Es atianciîig. witb large strides int rte nation, that
nurseroua converts rite brougbt ie uith communion of tUe Cliureli cf
Roue, we durst not be sitent ; but, anlinateti wish v.eal for sesunti doctrine,
ami! implicil>' of worsliip, discipline, andi manners, we juilgeti ourselves
peeullanl>' emîleil upon, as ininisters of the Gospel, le make rie moat
vigorous oppohoitieiî in eur pèiwer to tic enerîîachîing evil, b>' atteipting ai
oesoable andi close application of scripture irsîtUs, for inanircsting to tUe
judtguent, tUe truc mtale andî contion cf rte Roman Caîbolie Chureh,
which glories la ber ahame, i0 teaching the doctrines anti commantimlents
cf tmen. Et !Iano secret Chîat there lasa great number cf einissaries cf. the
Ch-burIhcf Romie,dciagîiise in Scotiani!;, anmI,,sbould tbey b. allowed,

auppele!,mmd ountenmnceîl im tIhe public exercises cf teir nýIi gion, b>' a
eIeWrmiion mmong us, wUc cala tell what luarvest a c!ergy se nurnereus,

ao.a.ite, and sc well futaisbci witlî argumets te work oii vulgan, uneti-

,rcmed. and! unprinciplei! îîîiîds, iiay bic able ta make ia a country nlow,
-.bmoqh the prevalence ef infidehil>', ignorance, Itaxur>' anti venialit>', sa
-mach despoileti of mit religion, anti feeling die wanl cf ICI Andi, when
tbcIr nualbes and powers are inocrerase, cas wc douhit but ilîey will re-
enoier <be spirit cf titeir religion, andi aet accordinigl>' 1"

IT. m leuer@ would aem ta he grounties: anti, ai mn>' rate, tlie
tolermadoa of the Popisit religion WUas.Uodid the w57 to inereas%: th*e hikehiboti
or the4r bos remUas!d. .Oic prdeemmora in the Churcli were nioch in

usedas a <b prie.. WEhi litl~ hght wbictihî l beni ibrowvn on

the truc nature of ite office of the civil magistrate by the Audociate Pres-
lîytery, it bal- not reched apracticai rrs-ult in tbis later generatuon. 'lit
principles of incolerance andi persecution are evidvnîly titaintainei n the
quoeutiorns just given.

Thelle lnws agakinst the Papiste liaie beeno long repealcol, sud ypt what
i iijury lifte beem ustaînci! ini Scoiland,ur any other country, by pcnuoli<îing
evcry indlividual to worship Goei according t0 lits own conscience t lIii-
midi nlature lttkes long ta Icarn even by ralîcrience. The principles of
Kniox andlobis co.ndjuturs, in guppre&ing by pains and! penalties thie exer-
cise or Ille C:itholic worallip,rt not cnly lîtjusi but impolitic. In Irelanti,
wherc Popery lias hecto Po long nuit s0 mucli opposeti by civil dioabillilles,
it lias prevaileil, whereaa wlîerc it We *oleraîcti. or, as we dîshîke the word,
wlicte mnen of <liai religion, ut whlîî di wc expîress our unqtunlifitil con-
deiîimion, are unmoleste4d, and alla ;ed ta conîluct their woship wheurer
antd ho whstevcr meulier <bey p!catk ht will bc round lu the long mun Chat
error ie oliaken, if nlot destrnycil, andi Chat trul prevails. It appeaus Chat
up tili nearly the ver>' opening of thc New Light eentroversy, the anti-
qîîateti notions concerning the magistrate'. peoter predcmluaied. XI wae.
tO saine extent, as in the natural worli!. where tUe thîickesi darkneaa ia

id i mmedmntely Co prcceuic the carliest dawn cf day.
In Ireland, <hi. blanchi of thie Secession continueil Io prosper. A new

Preshytery walg formeti in 1777, niskisig three in tis country. which were
ail %iiit in subordination to ite Synod i n Seotlanti. itî at this liais iho
Tiast petitionsi! to be erectieto a Synoti b>' <bemselves. Their requst
was favourabl>' eniertained ; andi, to preacrire a frieni!ly intercourue bie.
tween the Synode ini Seotland andi Irelanti, t following proposais were
mate-

1. A députation or twc membera to be sent ever>' yesr, alternately,
ron tlie one Synoîl to the mtier. 2. The Studenisof Divinit>' eonnecici!
with bath Synod&to be traincti up untier the fumne 'flcologieni Professer
appoinîcti b' site Synoil ini Scollanti. 3. Tho"e portions of thc minutes
of caci Synoti, referrin.m to nînîtera of imnportance, ta bc transmitted frott
one Synod ta <ie other fur brotherly review. 3. Sliculd one Synoti latent!
to pas. an set or generai andi lasting eoner, il ali hbe remitîci!, in the
forti or an ôverture, to <Uc other. for their friendly remmîks, belore il bc
inally atiopîci!. 5. Iloth Synods to mncei ini a Gencral Synod, oie every

sc yen yearit, or- ofiener if nccessnry, andi cYfjt7hh'dt Cime in Irelad.
These proposais were agreed ta by the Irish breiren ; andti eiir Synoti

was appoînîid te hiolira tsirsr meeting ind Monrtghan,on the Oth Octiber.
177.9, andi "14 firtî.ara Meeting of bath Synotis ws to bc beld li
Glasgow, on the' lirai Tueslocf May, 1786. Thtis metting was bel! at
the t<une nppointetl,lut it does flot appear Chai tUe IrnsU brethrea attendeti,
andl it is doutîbfnl whîethîer an>' general mccting cf the twe Synode eiter
<uîok piace.

In <ite year 1782, there was al proposai front erne cf the congregationa
untlcéibe inspection cf <his Synod, le enîien'ouir tfotrni a union with the
ailler branch of <ite Secession. Several petitilîns were tranemittect te tUe

rSuipreine Court ait tbis sulîjet,. The proposai wos consiilered in a conî-
iîîittee cf the wliolc lieuse. But the movement was premnature. Tho
Lords lime lii net yet arriveti.

On rte mare occasion, t00, an overture was presenîci! b' thie Preabyter>'
cf Glasgow, prayiîîg'for moine alteration on a few questions in the formula,
tn rentier il more simple. This was donc after a transmission te thic
Jiffercliî J'resbyîeiies. But Et Es worthy or notice, andi te us &-ea sur-
prisling, that the change sought and! matde liait net the elightest connectien
wiîhî ithe pow-'- cf the civil magistralte in maltera cf religion. On tbis
subject stili ail were sileni.

But, in May' 1784, a preaocher cf the namie cf David liepbam mddremed
the Synod 1 b>' letter, expressing bis meruples concerniog the doctrine cf the
Confession on the lieni cf civil magistracy,mand,E in te meane, delicing
t0 take furîher appoin<muents. IlThe Syrnoi! agreed le withhold appoint-
nients front him, andi enjoinci! the Presbyter>' of Dunfermline 'te demi wita
him, inorder b reclaim Uim from bis mistakes." Whatevermoigbl be tce
sentiments of individuals cf this Syjnod, ye<, as a bod!y, the>' were, ait tbis
period, probaluly almost ne fanr behini! in scriptural views, on tbis head,,as
the Ftec Chureh in our own day. but, whilit the>' tartr fai more exceu-
sable wbend we thuik d. the prevailing opinions and prejudicea cf tb.çir
dindes, 'e eem, aIse te have ba!l mach more candeur sud' chant>', for it
appears tlîat Mr. Hepburn bai! moon beensou ft aîsfled as ta acceptof
appointinents, ail, sliortly afterwarti.,,o bce orclaimed to the HoI>' Muilmtry

the consifficiau àlirtob&bteriait JUA£Abiltt. Loci.


