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rop r and in sl peeeceary that the praple should
beinstracted in the prindiples of Government
Free acany people upon the face of the Eagh,
overy one amongt ue is expeeted to feel an gn.
tereat in those eubyrets w!m‘l'n fall watlun the pro.
vinee of Polimcal Beonomy, we cach of ns are
rivilegd to alopt opatons, amd may cach of us
e called wpon 10 lorm practical decistone, it s
mportant then that we be governed by reacon and
gl hy expeoricnce, clee may we unwittingly
commit anreelves to ereor, be le t blindfold into the
tronblal wateed of panty sinte, becnme the dup s
of prejulices amd passion, or the pliant tovlr of an
ambitions purpose, fgnorant the while of the res
ponsibility of onr action, and of that obedience
which ic due 1o thoee who ar- in anthory  Fol
towing Dr. Rycreon came one, of Waova . tnat
cansay i= that on a very shoit notice he did his
best. The conclulding Ietnre was one by the Rey,
J. Roaf oflring * practical saggestions on the
mental eulture of Commercial aml Mcchanical
roung men.”  The Rev Leeturer urgad upon his
earere, the practice of all thowe vatues by which
social life i« adornod and by which basiness pur-
mnts are rendered «afe successful and honurable.
His ceay gave a practical direction and a new
value to the whole course, he showed that it was
not by frivaloue of fitful cflorts, thoughtlessly
tr ade and quickly abandoned, that distinction In
any pursuit is to be attained, but by steady pur-
pose andd persevering application, hy constant and
patient industry and untiring devotion, directed by
prudence and governed by honor Lot us hope
that ench an wse may be ‘made of the teaching of
this admarable course of leetnres, and that whilst
we wamily acknowledge the services which our
gucests have renderssd, we give themn that ahich 1
am sure will be ever more acceptable, an aesu.
rance that we willsteadily pursurthat path which
the cloquencers and learning Em’c sotemptingly dis-
playal.  Having trespasend apm your indul-
genee, Idare searcely attempt to submit to you in
any detail, the working of our Inetiute in{tx other
branches.  You will be glad to hear that since
1847 the number of members has neart doubled,
being now MO, Lange addimons have been made
durng the past year to the Library which now
contine 1514 books, aclreted with great care by
the Commiitee with a view to the danction of the
taste of the jamiar aremnbers into channelsofsound
and useful knowletge.  The Library alone
ought to commend the Institute to an extended sup-
Kon, and 1 ¢ suld indulge inthe expression of a
ope that some of my tair hearers whe do not in-
tend to devote their lives to Crochet work and Ber-
lin woul, will penmitour Librarian to supply them
with atew patterns ol the tlowers and fruits of Lite-
rature. Our reading room, regularly supplied with
the heat periodicals and journals of the day both
English and Amertcan (to the numnber of 3) con-
tinues to be well attended and s the source of
much pleasnre and unlity to our members.  The
drawing class too, has, under most able supervi-
#100, been markedly suceessful , indeedd there s in
cvery department most gratitying evidence of vi-
tahity and sucees.  Added to all this I any happy
o announce that we are out of debt, and have a
balance 1n the hands of onr Treasurer, a small
onc ft 14 true, because our duty 1s to extend the
uscfulness rather than to nurse the icome of the
Insitute.  Agreeable, however, as §s the state-
ment which [ am cnablad 0 make to you in these
imyonanl pomts, we have still our troubles; and
as it is scarcely fair that you should join in onr
rejoicing without sharing aleo in our sorrow, we
anticipate your sympathy when we declare that
weare * cab:n'd, crib o, confined” 1n a builting alto-
ther inadequate to our wants, and whose locality

a scrious unpadiment to our progreas. A new
and more commodions building in a beiter situa-
t1on has become necessary to the full develope-
ment ol the powers of our Institute; but forsuccess
in such anenterprive we tnust in somedegree rely
on the assistance and co-operation of our fellow
citizens, and truly, if the excellence of the sab-
Lcct be any justification, I am bold to say ‘that we
ave some right to clatm {t. And who is there
amongst us terested in jts succes, or whoisnot
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b-nefittad by the influence which itexercicce, Did
Birkbeek and Brougham err when they founded
Mochanies Tustuntions, or 1 the cloquent plead.
ng of Catlisle, the ost refined and nccmurlhh-
alof his peers to e distrusted. Who will not
assent lo the aphorisin,

“If (rew me plant nof, vies will fitl3he mind,
And weeds take nj the space fof flowers deeen’d.”

and whn, having acecnt~l will caldly refliiae to la-
bour in such a Vineyand  For my patt, 1 regand
the anpport of surh an Institution as a peative
duty, in the exepejee or peglect of which no «ce-
tional interest o purpiee can be sorved. 1 i jndend
an oasis in the (rm'n, for it i« peutral ground
wher  -ape peither tronbind by political sgual bles
nor pained by eligions controverey —and pursuing
the even tenour of our way, the acquircment o
diseemination of cound and nsefil know ladgge isour
high objeet, and basing our action and our pur-
peses on the goad and hrodul foundation of a com-
mon Christianity, whilst we avoid the Scyila of
acctarianism, we tirn and flee from the Charyhlis
of Infidelity —~The Chairman resumned his seat
amidet great applause.

Mn Pronosaid he had much pleasure in sub-
mitting the resolution cntrastad to him, Lecause
he consklered the wnembers of the Institite should
be grateful to thowe gentlemen who devote their
time and talents for our beacfit. Ee had been
much benefittad personally in listening to the va-
rione loctures of the past scason, and he fet satis-
fied that no ouc who attended these lectures would
rest contented without further examination into
the varions subjects =0 ably diccussed.  He could
not help taking the [rircscnl oppottunity of sayin
that the attendance of young mechanicsduring this
past scason has not been solarge as he could have
wishad it. It formerly was 2 common sayin
that the best mechanics were the most dissipates
men; but he hoped that this saying would now be
found to be erroncous, and that the best mechan-
ics wonld also be found to be the most intelligent

men.  He felt much gratification at the attend-
ance of so many females (clicers) at the lectures

but he regrettad that an Institution numbering
310 members had not a better situation for their
place of mecting, and a better building to invite
theie friends to. With a buailding such as this
Hall it would be a credit to the mechanics of To-
ronto.  Without however trespassing further, he
begged to move the following resulution,

“*I'hat the members of the Torunto Mechanics’
Institute are much indebted to the Lecturers of
the past xeason for the very valuable assistance
which they have rendered the Institate in dissemi-
nating wseful informativn, and in arousing a
tante for the acquisition of knowledge amony ita
members, and the public generally. That ina
spirit of warm appreciation they herewith tender to
thase gentlemen thelr hearty and united thanks.”

Mgr. TitoMas briefly scconded the resolution
which was then submitted to the meeting an;
carried unanimously.

Mau. T. Q. Ropenrtaoy, said he felt called upon
to express the gratitude of those gentlemen who,
as well as himself, had had the opportusity of
addressing the Institute during the past season,
He wished however to dissent to a certain extent
from the resolution submnitted on this occasion.
They were all well aware that Mechanics’ lnsti-
tutes have progressed so rapidly in public favuur,
that they have an entirely different aspect now to
what they once had.  The audiences which as-
semble to these lectures include a great amount
of information and ability, to which it must be
considered a degree of honour to have the privi-
lege of deliver l;g an address, He for one had
felt that so far from requiring thapks for the cf-
forts he had made, that they should rather return
thanks to the Institute for the compliment paid
them in being permitted to enjoy the pleasure of
delivering lecturvs to these audicnces. These lec-
tures are frequently devoted to abstruse subjects
and such as would excite little general interest,
but he felt that in Toronto there was a great a.
mount of intelligence and taste displayed in regard

10 thoee lecturee, g0 much so, that it rendered i1 a
difficult task for a lecturer to «tand up to offer in.
struction to such an audience. A general theo.
retical and ecientific knowlodge ie to a centain
degree necerrary for those who pursiie the mosy
common Mechanical purenits, apd among  the
many ways adopted by society toconvey such infor.
m:uion.&forbanic.«’(nm’(ulcs have been a powetful
means, and those who aro dexironis fur the progrecs
of theit country should feel it a proud and high
boast to he permitted to share the tabour in surh
a canse,—to be thought worthy of lending their
efforts to aid such an Iustitute ~ Under these cire
cumstances he felt the deepest gratitade for the
complitnentary manner in which the vote of
thanka had been pasent), and he fels a sill grester
degree of pride, i posaible, in being permitted to
«hare in such a gratitude.  One lectinre was how.
ever passed over in silence by the Preaident in
the happy enumeration which he gave, Hie tash
{ Incss caused him to pass i, e (Mr R)

v aware that the Presudent was c. it vren ay
very short notice to deliver a lectura before the
Inuitute, amd that lecture was spoken of in the
highest terins as an cffort of considerable ability
and #kill. 'While he has passcd it over in silence
we should take the oppurtunt'y of reconling our
sense of that lecture and of the skill it exhibital
and that it was as deeply interesting and valuable
as those who had ore thae bestowal in theie
preparation.~Applause.

». Honorr, was happy that the lectures had
been eo well attendod during the scason,  He joeg
wishal tv make one observation to the commities
who might undertake to make arrangements for
the Jectures of another scason, Lecturers should
afin more at the disscmination of usctul know-.
onlglc, and if two or three gentlemen who were sim.
ilarly suinded, and whose tastes were alike, were
to unite in giving a short scrics of lectures upox
some one subjeet it would tcod more to the advan
tage of the Institution than the practice hitherto
adopted.~—Applause,

Rev. Mg, Luwae moved the following rcso-
lation: X

« That the members of this Institute view with
much interest and satisfaction the endeavours
which arc now being mnade to establish Mechan.
jcs’ Institutes in many towns of this Province;
and they desire to extend to their distant brother
Mechanics their hearry good wishes for the beal.
thy progress and successtul completion of their
Iagours, trusting that the day is not far distant
when the Institutes of this Province will be ena.
bled to fec! and know, both «ingly and collectively,
that * Union is Strength'”

He cougratulated the Chairman upon the posi-
tion he occupicd as President of this [nstitute, and
trusted that the Institute would progress as satis-
factorily under his presideney as it had done under
that of{h able prelecessor, Professor Croft.  T'o
the lectures of that gentlemen he had often listen-
ed with delight, and he was gratified that a gen-
tlemac occupying a position so honourable should
interest himself in an Institution like this for the
spread of intelligence throughout the community.

¢ complimented the President on the excelient
address he had justdelivered. Thedescription he
had given of the cssays was most adinirable—of
course he wishad to exclude any reference (o his
own lectures, (great applause.) That able ad-
dress had given them all a”chance for im-
mortality, aed he thought that at all events they
should feel thankful, (applause,) He concurnd
most heartily ip the resolution be had the plea.
surc to submit. He rejolced, and he thought
every lover of his country would rejoice in the
efforts made to extend Mechanjcs’ Institutes
throngh this young, rapidly growing, and very
noble coumr{. The intlucnce of these Institutes
when properly conducted is qrc-cmincnlly good.
He had felt in listening to the lectures that it was
gcullarlyheallhful tohimself. Ofcourse it would

out of pface to preach ina Mecbanfcs’ In-
stitate;; but he felt ft'to be a privilege that a lec-
turer who believes in the Bible, and loves to
keep its precious sai'ings 00 his memoty, docs
not need 10 be afraid in addressing this Institate



