174

The Mome and Foveign Wecord,

July

and deep devotedness to the cause of God,
must have been seen by all who becamne ac-
quainted with him,and is sufficientiy evinced
by his labours on the mission field. That
he was o man of extraordinary perseverance
and indefatigable energy, is doubtedby none
who know anything of his history. That

he had in a high degree those qualifications,

which, if bodily strength had been granted

him, would, under God, have rendered him

a most successful missionary, is the opinion.
of every missionary in the South Seas who

knew him. This want of health from the

time of his arrivalin the New Hebrides, how-
ever, neutralized his zeal and yendered hiy
efforts apparvently fruitless. In fact his
whole missionary career was one continued
struggle with discase, and his periods of
greatest strength after his arrival, were only
the deceitful rallies, marking the progress
of the slow but sure destroyer. After the
expenditure of so much labour and means
on his part in preparing for the work, and
after-so heavy expenditure on the part of
the church in sending him forth, and main-
taining him, the results may not cqual our
expectations, yet we have reason to bless
God that under the cirsumstances he was
able to accomplish so much, and that we
can sce ev idence that his labour has not been
in vain in the Lord. And though we had
scen no fruit whatever, yet this would be
1o reason whatever for discouragement. Iy
is one of the most common appointments of
God in his chuxch that one shall sow and
another reap, and we doubt not that the
good seed sown by Mr. M. shall not he frait-
less—that if he Juboured other men shall en-
ter into his labours. “And he that reap-
eth recciveth wages, und gatheregh fruit un-
to life cternal ; that both he thatsoweth and

Ae that reapeth may rejoice together.” God

may sce fit to-try our faith by delay. < Be-
hold the husbandman waiteth for the preci-

ous firuit of the carth, and hathlong patience

for it, till he receive the carly and the latter

rain.”” Let us be patient therefore, let us

have faith in God, and pray the.Lord of the

TYarvest to send forth other Iabourers into

his harvest, and give them tp reap an abun-
dant Inmcst of qmﬂs. We fecl assured that
t'he offmngi of our cliurch to the God of mis-

sions on the New Icbrides field shall not be,
in vain.  All the tears by which this mission
has been watered, the Lord hath put into
his hottle—every sigh breathed for its deso-
lation is written in his honk—every prayer
of faith has come up to the carsof the Lord,
of Sabaoth; and Ged i not unrighteous to
forget the work of faith and labows of love
of our devoted missionaries. The contri-
butions of the church are to hira ¢ an odour
of a sweet smell, a sacrifice, acceptable, well
pleasing unto Ged.” But far outweighing
all our pecuniary saeyidices must be reckon-
ed these dear departed, Ms. Johnston, M.
and Mrs. Gordon, Nr. and Mrs. Matheson,
whose lives hinve been freely offered to the
service of the God of missions on these is-
lands,  ““ Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of hissaints,” and shall five such
lives he as nothing in his sight, or be with-
out fruit. Oh mo, “precions shall their
blood be in his sight,” and crying for mew
cy to the perishing heathen, will yet be ans-
wered in salvation to them, and blessings to
the church.

MORE MISSIONARIES WANTED.

There is now little or ne reason to hope
that more than two Missionaries will leave
our shores in the vessel which is expected
soon to sail for the South Seas. There is
urgent need for twice a3 many more in the
New Hebrides ; and the chureh is both able
and willing to support this pumber. Our
treasury has never been empty, however
heavily drawn upon. Our people have ne-
ver turned a deaf ear to our pleadings on
behalf of the perishing heathen. Sister
churches have acted most liberally towards
us, giving us not enly their kind, christian
sympathies, ever:precious and welcome in
our days of sorrow, but also substantial aid
in the shape of funds.

Three young men, broughtwp and trained
awmong ourselves, have slready fallen in the
high placcs of the held—fgxllcn in the noblest
of causes, and not without winning the fade-
1655 palm of real victory. I any one of
us ashamed of Jonysrox, or Gorpox, or
Matnuesoy to-day? Do weneot bless Ged
| that he bus hovoured our church to send



