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On those aucd othor grounds whichi wv
taiglit stite, ive set our1selvcs in opposition
to the dcrriincdl attenipts of ececlesinstical
relers to break down our froc unsectarian
ichool system, and substitute for it thre
eeparztte schoot systein of either Ontario or
quebee.

IVRIIGS PEIiPETRÂTED.

WC thini, that there is just cause for
complaint against the Roman Catholie
, tlihûrities l'or the mode in whiclî they
carry on tiroir varffa-re against tire cduca-
nt institutions oft' de Lower Provinces.
bhey wvould dcstroy the constitution of tire

tuntry iii order to bury frce unsctarian
hcools beneatit its ruins. They would use
le poiver of Ontario and Qucbee te de-
rire us of the riglits sacredly guaranteed

us by the compact of confederation.
id ive fée that thre conduet of those Pro-

'lîanîs ivio for niera personal or party
*rrpees nid and abet therm in their uncen-
itional attacks is in a vcry special mita-
er reprehiensible.

lie Costigan resolution lins been agnin
.re the lieuse of Commuons, and we
te witnesscd the humiliating spctracle of
ïMsators %vlho after spcnding many thou-
-L- of dollars te settle the constitutional
estion 'wlich secures the rights of evtry
rince over its owa educational mnatters
à vlich they fully endorse, neverthieless
-h sîrangec inconsistcncy voting for a re-
brfion -vlichl prayed for imperial inter-
ince %vii sacrced provincial rights. And.
=r noiv told by the highcest eclesiasti-
authorities ,of the country that this pro-
of worrying thoa Bouse of Commons is

Ucontintcd by tire political. servants of
Church etoflRome tili the constitution
1 lbe se ancended that the free unsecta-
scliool systeni of te Lower Provinces
1 bc liroken <lown.
Le neiv Province eof Saskatchecwan,
=var to the spirit of the constitution,
ut cultranjontane dictation be-en sadil)cd

r tic burdeti ef sepatate schools. The
IJIJ ho voted for tins measure in order te

at future trouble may find that they
r ourtd t infant Province witlh topes

wai which îvhen it reaches vnanhood iL
it brek wvith indignation arouscd by the

-lic which it lias suffered.
e canot behold these cuceronchitas
Our constitutional rights withont en-

2 gan eniphatie pretest againat the
wluchi pcrznits sueli ivrongs to be

-TILE FIELD.

t!w Province eof Nelw Brunswick and
c Edwvarl Island the struggle lias
ccntirued during the past vear with
flX',urable results' to the cauise of frec
Ikfiàa education, aud WC cannot but
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congratulate the people Of thesel two Pro-
vinces on their p)osssng public meti and
seenlar ne%%spapers that Most ably dcfend
and maintain thc cause of constitutiotial.
riglits aud frec education against the ns-
sauits of the enemies of social progress and
of civil and religious liberty.

In Nova Seotia tire subjèct has been dis-
cussed with gratifyring results. The secret
sapping proctss of tire encmy has been te a
considerable extent exposed and couiner-
acted. Your Provincial Committce kuoiw-
ing the activity of focs, and the unreliabi-
lity of those in7power, endeavoured through
the press, and by a republication of the
Synod>s resolutions, witlh explanation aud
appeal, to arouse the frc sehool sentiment
of tire Province, and with, thcy trust, such
a measure of success as would warrant the
fardier energetie presention of the sanie
course. Romisi ceclesiastical influence is
still felt acting very pirejuditially upon the
educational. machinery ýof tire Province.
Ail politic-l parties sceni to vie îvith encli
other -iu their readincss to bid for the
Roman Catholie vote, and dire apparently
prepared te sacrifice the interests of editea-
tion on tire altar of pnrty. The discussion
whichlins tak-en place during the past year
lias ne douit been instrumental iii doing-Î
god. Sevemal abuses referred to in ont
last report have been for the present cor-
rectcd, but the political character of our
Council of Public Instruction and the ituef-
ficiency of executive adntistration are feit
te bc grcat defccts ina the ivorking eof our
system.

THE PRINCIPLE WE MÂINTÂUIT.

Your Cominittee féei that thc only sure
and solid ground on wvhich to stand in this
educational struggle is on thc principle of
froc unsectarian sehools. The churcli thnt
is now asking for a compromise of tItis
prînciple will niever rest short of complote
supremncy over all env institutions. In
seif-defeaice we must ma1ko a stand rîgainsu,
lier dernands at some point, and it is botter
for us to do se on the firm rork of prinei-
pie titan on thc shit'ting sands of expcdiencv.
Unless WC makeC up env mainds te have Our
institutions modeUled aftcr tre fitshioni of
Quebec, or te have our history becomie the
record of a second Spain, ive must be pr(-
pared to unainuein the legal equality of ail
churches, and defcnd env unsectarian insti-
tutions against the aUacs of those Who
would straugle tire spirit eof liberty in order
that they may wicld the sceptre et' despotic
poiwer. If a church or dlenomir.ation as
such pr-esunie te control, the legUsatinn and
goverument of thc counît-y fer its own ang-
grandizement, if it boldlv attempt te inove
thc seculor arm te ovcrthiov aur constitu-
tion and deprivo us of our reliious rights
eof cquaiity, if it boldly proclaun, tire <10e-


