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uses ; to trees, and plants and flowers;
to the metals and other minerais which,
fromn their properties, are iii constant
us'e. It is Physical Science for bidren ;
for it leads them to observe the pheno-
mena of the beavens, suni, moon, and
stars, the seasons, with the liglit and
heat which make the changes of the
weatber, and the propeities of the bodies
which form, the miass of matter around
us. Tt is Domestic Ecoàomy for eidren;
for it exhibits to them the things and
processes daily used in their homes, and
the way to use themn rightly. Tt is Indus-
trial and Social Economy for eilidren
for it describes the various tradles, pro-
cesses in different walks of art, and the
arrangements as t() the division of labor
which society hias sanctiouied for carry-
iug these on in harmony and mutual
dependence. Lt is the Science of ('om-
mon Thiings for children ; for it disre-
gards nothing which can corne under
their notice in their intercourse with
their fellows or their supexiors. Ai-d,
finally, it is 'Geograpby for clijidren;
since it hias favorite subjects of illustra-
tion in mountain and river, forest, plain,
and desert, -iedfeent cli mates of the

earth, with their productions and the
habits of their people, the populous City,
and the scattered wigwams of the sava-

1 have dwelt, perhap)s, too long ou
this systenu of instruction ; but miy apo-
logy is, its great. importance, and the
necessity there exists for making it more
pop)ular iii our sehiools, both City and
country.

Froni this systein arose the " Couver-
sational M ethiod " andi the '' Oral Objec-
tive Method, 1' by a comibination of whichi
it is now proposed to dispense with the
use, of text-books altogether. Buru up
ail the text-books iii the ýcouiutry, sav
these reforming enithusia"sts; they £are a
nuisance, a hindrance, a deadening clog
on the car of educational progress. Makze

a huge bonfire of thern, and let ail the
genuine, ý' go-a-bead "teachers lu the
country clal) their hands, and sing pawans
of joy around the tiamies, and tixen let
them wclcome in, withi acclamations of
delight, the new cra that is to banishl
forever ail text-books frorn our sehools.
Look back, they say, at the great men
of antitquity, those intellectual giants
the productions of whose migbity minds
have come dowu t.o us, the wonder and
the admiration of every age. What text-
books, they ask, did Plato, Plutarch, Py-
thagoras and Socrates make use of ? And
who lias ever since equalled them, as
Teachers ? What inîethod of teacbing bas
ever yet excelled the Socratie ? Who are
the leaders of tboughit, who the great
edlucators of the wôrld to-day ? Are tbey
not the imitators of the greait masters of
old ; are they not the men who originate
uew ideas, strike out new liues of thought,
and devise uew methods for themselves?
Who originate inventions in machinery,
or make discoveries in science? Are tlîey
the inen who stu>i(l1y 1liind down their
rninds an'd eyes to' perpetual gazing on
rags remodelled and covered witli prin-
ted letters, thmngs call text-books ? To
put suchi que8tions is to answer them.
lu a strain soinewhat similar to this, (10
the advocates of oral instruction, pure and
simple, put forth their dlaims for recog-
nition ?

Thieir theory is not a new mie, nor is
it wlîolly imipracticable; on the contra-
ry, it lias been long iu use, and with the
1)est resuits: and, although some of the
arguments now used in favor of it are
visionary-such as tbe burning of the
text-books-yet others of great weight
can be adduced in its support.

Oral instruction, or instruction by con-
versation, ivas so peculiarly the method
of Socrates that it is known by bis na-
me. Many eminent teachers, amnong
tbemn, Pestalozzi and Falleuiberg made it
their chief instrarrent of imparting in-
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