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did the ostrich feel the weight of the
burden, than he began to run as fast as
possible. He carried the two boys several
times round the village ; and it wasim-
possible to stop him, except by.placing
some obstacle in his way. This sight
pleased the French gentleman so much,
that he wished it to be repeated. So, to
try the strength of the birds, he directed
a full grown negro to mount the back of
the smaller ostrich, and two others the
larger one.  This burden did not seem at
all to trouble the birds. At first, after they
had received their load, they went off at
a pretty brisk trot; but soon they expand-
ed their wings, as if to catch the wind,
and moved so swiftly that they hardly
seemed to touch the ground.—Stories
about Birds.

The Extraordinary Number Seven,

On the 7th of the 7th month a holy ob-
servance was ordained to the children of
1srael, who feasted 7 days and remained 7
days in tents : the 7th year was directed
to be a Sabhath of rest for all things; and
at the end of 7 times 7 years commenced
the grand jubilee; every 7Tth year the
land lay fallow; every 7th year there
was a grand release from all debts, and
bondsmen were set free. From this law
may have originated the custom of binding
young men to 7 years? apprenticeship, and
of punishing incorrigible offenders by
transportation for 7, twice 7, or three times
7 years. Every Tth year the law was
directed to be read to the people. Jacob
served 7 years for the possession of
Rachel, and, also, another 7 years. Noah
bad 7 days’ warning of the flood, and was
commanded to take fowls of the air into
the ark by sevens, and the clean beasts by
sevens. The ark touched the ground on
the 7th month, and in 7 days a dove was
sent out, and again in 7 days after. The
7 years of plenty and the 7 years of famine
were foretold in Pharaoh’s dream, by the
77 fat and the 7 lean beasts ; and the 7 ears
of full and the 7 ears of blasted comn.
Miriam was shut up 7 daya to be cleansed
of her leprosy ; the young animals were
to remain with the dame 7 days, and at
the close of the Tth to be taken away.
By the old law man was commanded to
forgive his offending brother 7 times ; but
the meekness of the last revealed religion
extended his humility and forbearance to
70 times 7. * <¢ If Cain shall be revenged
7 fold, truly Lamech 70 times 7. In
the destraction of Jericho 7 priests bore 7

trumpets 7 days. Oa the 7th they sur-
rounded the walls 7 times, and after the
Tth tim2 the walls fell. Balaam prepared
7 bullocks and 7 rams for a sacrifice § 7 of
Saul’s sons were hanged to stay a famine.
Laban pursued Jacob7 days’ journey. Job’s
friends sat with him 7 days and 7 nights,
and offered 7 bullocks and 7 rams as an
atonement for their wickedness; Job’s
family consisted of 7 children. David, in
bringing up the ark, offered 7 bullccks and
7 vams. Elijah sent his servant 7 times
to look for the cloud ; the ark of God re-
maired with the Philistines 7 montbs.
Saul was ordered by Samuel to tarry at
Gilgal 7 days ; the elders of Jabesh re-
quested Nahesh the Ammorite 7 days’
respite. Jesse made 7 of his sons pass
before Samuel ; the men of Jabesh Gilead
fasted 7 days for Saul. The Shunamite’s
son raised to life by KElisha sneezed 7
times. Hezekiah, in cleansing ths tem-
ple, offered 7 bullocks, and 7 rams, and 7
he-goats for a sin offering. The children
of Israel, when Hezekiah took away the
strange altars, kept the feast of unleavened
bread 7 days. King Ahasueras had 7
chambermaids, 7 days feasts, sent for the
Queen on the 7th day. Queen Esther
had 7 maids to attend her; in the Tth
year of his reign Esther is taken to him.
Solomnon was 7 years building the temple,
at the dedication of which he feasted 7
days. In the tabernacle were 7 lamps;
7 days were appointed for an aionement

upon the altar ; and the priest’s son was.

ordained to wear his father’s garments 7
days. The children of Israel ate un-
leavened bread 7 days. Abraham gave 7
ewe lambs to Abimelech as a memorial for
a well. Joseph mouined 7 days for Jacob.
The Rabbins say, God employed the power
of answering this number to perfect the
greatness of Samuel, his name answering
the letters in the Hebrew word, which
signify 7, whence Hannah, his mother, in
her thanks says, ¢ that the barren had
brought forth 7.>> Solomon mentions 7
things that God hates, and that the slug-~
gard is wiser in his own conceit that 7
men that can renderareason. The house
of wisdom in Proverbs had 7 pillars. The
vision of Daniel was 70 weeks. The fiery
furnace was made 7 times hotter for
Shadrach, Meshach,and Abednego. Ne-
buchadnezzar ate the grass of the fields 7
years, the elders of Israel were 70, the
blood was to be sprinkled before the altar
7 times; Naaman was to be dipped 7
times in Jordan; Apuleius speaks of dip-
ping the head 7 times in the sea for puri-
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