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The Crow.
(Qorvus.)

Tusse birds are found in almost every guarter of
the globe, Over twenty species ave described, somo
of which remain stationary, whilo others migrate from
place to place with tho
changes ot the scasons.
In the preseat article we
have illustrated, and
propose brutly to de-
seribe two of these
uumerous specics.

Tur AMERICAN Crow
(Corvus Americanus, Au-
dabon) was first sepa-
rated from the Eupopen
species by the dist'n
guished ornitholugist
whoge nameis associated
with it ; and there can
ho no question hac that
the 1o xpiuies ate et-
ti ely distet

The Crow is so well
known to even that
mythical person, “every
schoolboy,” that it re-
quires no description.
Generally and moust uu
jutly  persceated, ol
most every man, and
certainly every boy feels
that he has rendered an
important service to
azriculture by the
<laughter of nne of these
wary, Dlack birds.
Thousands are merci-
lessly killed every year
by the use of guns, traps, poisoned grain, and by the
ruthless hands of youug urchins who rifle the nests,
and Herod-like <langhter the innecents in theit
infaney.

It i3 jmpossible to deny that the bird is at times
uuavoidably somewhat of a brigand.  When pressed
by huanger, the instinet of self-preservation goads the
hird to commit an occasional theft, and even some-
times to devour the young of other hirds. We granl
further that our black
fricnd with the hoarse
« Caw, Caw,” at times,
pulls up a considerable
wumbes of green corn
blades that he digs up
potate sets ™ and seat
ters the fraginents of the
disintegrated bulbabout
the ground in a some-
what <lovenly and pro
vahing manne: roed
tad Carther he nt ae
{ equently boresaturnip
s0 full of holes tha
pines  awas
Bt what
feathered
Yive comehine
~p§l(‘ neeaso vl
aud necesgitons villay <
he is vet the magt e
ful and by neficial frop
t agrica’ture that 1l
farmer  hnows Hoar
the Crow g cognsel 1!
be roots up the carn. 1
is Dot 50 much to dv

saned adee
then o
triensd s
ant !

his

vour tho young blade as it is to extinguish that
terriblo pest of the farmer—the wire-worm—
and other destructive insect pests, which lurk
at the roots of young plants and infallibly sap
their vieality In liko manner, potato * seis ™ are
attacked by numerous insect enemies, and it is to
destroy theso that the long, hard beak of our ‘eute
friend is transformed, for the time being, into a * Io-
‘ato-digging-Machine.,” e also occasionally roots

up grass, but then it is for the purpose of destroying
the grab of the cock-chaffer bLeetle—thal most des-
truc‘ive for £y zrass lanle. This rapacious creature
lives (o Upee reany uadergeound. i= faraished with
a huee s omach, a wonderful ecapacity of dizestion,
and a [ rmidable catting apparatus for oblaining iis
fuol wul, by assisting in 13 extermiuatisn. the ser-
vices of the Crow may be belter fmagined than des.
eribed

Agaiu, how jndustriously the Crow gathers up tho
ibe worms and grubs exposed by tho plongh. In this
wportant and valuable service to tho whole com-
munity, the keen cyoe and ready bill of this useful
bird is cmployed from morning till night. Some
faint pereeption of the extent and character of the
bird's operatioes maybe gathered from the following
eatract from Mr. Simeon's * Stray notes on Fishing
und Natural History.”

“1 was walking one
day,” says that sgree-
able writer “ withagen-
tleman on his home
farm, when we observed
the grass on about an
acre of meadow land to
be so completely rooted
un and scarified that be
togh it for granted it
had been done wunder
the bailiff’s direction to
clear it from moss, and
on arriving at the furm,
enquired whether such
was not the case. The
answer  was, however.
¢+ Oh no, sir, we have not
been at work there at
all 3 it's 1o (rows done
all that.” The mistake

*was a very natural one.

far thovgh T have ofien
seen ylaces where grass
has been pulled up by
Crows, yet 1 never saw
sueh clean and whole-
sale work done by them
as on this occasion. 1t
could not apparenth
have been exccuied
more systematically o
perfectly by the most
elaborate *scarifier’
thal Croskill and Ransome could turn out. On
examining the spot afterwards, I found that the
objoc't of the rooks, researches had donbtless been a
~mall white grub, numbers of which still remainecd
izt the ground a short distance below the surface. In
the following spring Inoticed that the part of the
ficld whera this bad taken place was densely covered
with cowslips, much more so thax the restof it
Possibly the roots of these plants may have been the
proper food for the
arubs, and therefore
selected by the parent
insect as recepiacies for
her eggs.”’

The American Cyclo
peedia further adds on
the uscfulness of this
bird :  ** Though the
Crow pulls up o few
sceds of the germinating
cotn, his services to the
agriculturist far out
weigh his depredations ;
hoe daily devours in-
sects, grubs, and worms.
which but for himwould
devastate whole ficlds of
young corn : he destroys
inpumerable mice
moles, aud other small
quadrapeds, every one
of wlhich commits tn
times the mischief be
dace he will eat snakes
frogs, lizards and othes
small reptiles, and als
fruits, and vogetables,



