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TIHHE CANADA TARMER.

curred in sending them to market, and by beingable
to keep the fand in o fertile condition with manuve
purchased at a low price, when, if the same sy-tem
were followed at o considecable distance from amar-
ket, it wonld be ruinous. It may he laid down a8 a
weneral rale, that crops cousisting of plants whose
modve of growth and cultivation tend to the produce-
tion of weeds, should not follow in succession : that
crop3 whose culture admits of the destauction of
weeds should be cultivated where we cultivate
slants, which favour the production of weeds ; and
turther, crops whose consumption relurns to the soil
a suﬂicfcnt «quantity of manare, should be cultivated
at intervals, suflicient to maintain or increase the
fortility of the farm; that crops cousisting of the
samo or similar specivs siiould not follow In sucees.
sion, butshould return at distant intervals, as the
case will allow ; that whea land is to be laid to grass,
this should bo done whex the soil is fertile and clean.
Thoe cultivation of the soil, like every ,other otcu-
pation of life, is subject to its reverses, and it would
seem, judging by the past few years, that {he patience
of the farmer has been put o @ test equally as severe
as that of any other cligs. His main deprmndenee,
that which most readily aftorded him the ready means,
the wheat crop, has almost failed, and {he question
has heen seriously asked whether it wonld not be ad-
vantageons to abandon its cultivation for 4 limited
period, with a view to extirpate that mach dreaded
cnemy, the weevil 7 Before decidlng in the aflirma-
tive upon a question which so vitally affee!s our very
existence, would it pot bewell to inquice whether the
farmer himself does not in a great measure contribute
to the result by not pursuing the best system ealenla-
ted to check the ravages of those insecels, which
threaten that crop with universal destruction. 1t is
well known that early sown wheat islessliable to the
ravages of the midge than that which malures later,
and it i3 equally well known that the weevil and
other insects commit the greatest depredations on
low, wet land. Hence the necessity for a proper
system of draining, which will cnable the furmer to
select the most advantageous season for sowing his
seed, and to make every cffort to increase its ecarly
maturity. The soil of this conntry is well adapted to
the growih of wheat, although there are some ficlds
in every farn move suitablo than others, and it is to
them we must confine our attention. Let that por-
tion of the farm least favourable to wheat be culti-
vated with other crops, which, when consumed on
the farm, furnishes the smost valuable manure.  This
must be used to enrich the soil for wheat, Ir tbis
conrse were adopted, 1 have no hesitation in saying
that Canada, as u wheat-producing country cannot be
excelled.  Many adopt the plan of plonghing tn their
clover, preparatory to tis wheat crop, but it 1s a well-
ascertained fact, that manure furnisbed by decayed
clover is not as al)propri:\!c a food for wheat as the
excrements of anlmals living on clover 1t contains
too much carbonaccons matter, and while the nitro-
gen of the clover furnishes by deecay the required
ammonia, which not ouly increases the crop but ac-
celerates its maturlsy. the carbonaccousmatier, which
greatly preponderates in clover, is of little value,
and.bas @ great tendencey to retard the growth,
Another great source of evit to the farmer, and one
wl:icb could readily be removed were proper efforts
to be made, is the increasing growth of that scourge,
the Canada thist}e, which acerps particularly indi-
genons to our soil.  Year after year we are compel-
Ted to witness its gradualincrease, and in wmany parts
of the country’ we find it has become master of the
soil. Itis ncedless to attempt to poinf out a remedy
for the extirpation of so great an evil, which so long
as it can find onc farmer in a community who will
not wage war agalnst it, is sure to increase and mul-
liply. Nothing but Legislative enactments with un-
litnited power will cheek its onward progross. It is
to be honed that tho Act lately passed will be rigidly
enforced by every friend of the farmer.
Our attention has lately been called to o disease of
a highly infectious character, which has exhibited it-
self among the cattle of the mother country. It has
already assnmed immense proportions, and is spread-
ing itsclf in every direciion. Like that dreadful
scourge, the cholera, it has aroused the .cnergices of
the people and forced them to adopt cvery possible
r¢medy to arrest its onward progress. A to its ori-
gin, whetber imported from otber countries or other-
wise, it i8 impossiblo to speak of any degreo of cer-
tainty. Tho attention of tho "Government has been
dirgeted to it, and measures are being adopted to as-
cerlain how 1ar the discaso at present prevails, and
every cffort is being made to arrest Its progress
Happily wo have o far escaped so drcadfal o olague.
but it behoves usto guard against it in overy possi-
blo way, aml Lamn pleased to be able to state that
already our Legistature by the wise forcthought of
the Pres.dert of the Board ot Agriculture, havoopened
i3 cyes o the imporiance of tho matter, and pPassed
an Act which it will he onr duty to see sirietly en-
forced. The symptoms of the diseago are now clearly
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understood, and as they manifest themselves in a de-
cided manner in it3 carly steges, no farmer, however
ill-informed in other respeets, can plead ignorance in
this case.  The sympioms are thus described, and of
the orders issned by the Privy Council,

e Greddopression of the vital powers, frequent
shiverings, 8 aggering gaut, cold extremities, quick
and shoit breatbing, drooping head, reddencd eyes,
with a discharge from them, and also from the nos-
trils, of a mucous nature, raw slinking places in the
inner side of the lips and out of the month ; dimrhoea
or dysenteric purging.”™

While this conutry has suffered much in thepast by
the failure of the wheat crop, and a snccession of un-
favourable geasouns, it cannot but ho observed that
the people have not relaxed their energies, but, on
the contrary, have cxperimented greatly in other
branches of industry, from which they are reaping
the most satisfuctory results,  DBat o few years ago
the cultivation of tlax was looked upon as an experi-
ment which must result in loss, but the industry and
perseverance of its carly pioncers have overcome all
the diflicultics by which they were surrounded during
its first Introduction, and we at the present time see
it ranking among the first of our staple productions,
not only in extent but al-o in profit. The cultivation of
flax bids fiair to mark an important era in the history
of this conntry, as a new field of profitable industry
to our farmerz, and as & means of lncreasing the pros-
perity of the country, we have the most satisfactory
proof= from the reports which are annually made by
the gentlemen who have made it their partienlar
sindy.  We are greatly lndebted to Mr. Donaldson for
the great int rest manifested by bim in pointing out
to our people generally throughout the country the
great advantage to be derived from s cultivation ;
and from the claborate and very satisfactory reports
made by him to the Board of Agricnltare, we have
abundant evidence that the farmers are becoming
alive to its great importance.  The best proof that 1
can offer is the fact that in 1863, there were 3,000
acresundercultivation in Canada, while in 18635, from
authentic returns, we find there are upwards of 10,-
000 acres.  An impression has heretolore prevailed.
that it wounld be impossible to produce that finer kind
of flax which could be brought into competition with
that of other countries. The impression hasbeen en-
ticely removeid by o comparison of that grown in
Canada, with that of other ¢countries, and at the pres-
ent time we can produce articles manufactnred from
it which cannot be excelled.  Itis clearly ascertained
that the flax plant will grow to perfection where ce-
real erops can be cultivated, aud with cven less ex-
hausting effects to the soil than wheat.  With o soil
generally adapted to its cultivation, with all the fa-
cilities of modern machinery, and with o market for
the sale of the manufactured article, we have every
reason {0 hope that our farmers will look forward to
the cultivation of flax as onc of the most profitable
occupations. The leading points to be observed in
the successful culture of tlax, bhaving been so fully
and ably discussed in Tur Caxaps Fanyer and other
periodicaly, I would be but taxing your indulgence
by attempting to offer any suggestions.

There 13 another branch of industry which las
within & few years been found productive of great
benefit {o the farmer, the magnitude and rapid exten-
sion of which few are aware of. I refer Lo the manufue-
ture of chieese. It has been the custom to manufacture
only that which was required for the consumpiion of
the farm, but the great demand for exportation, and
the faciiities which are afforded for its mauufacture,
bave encouraged the establishment of fagtories in
many of the townshi{ys in Western Canada. That
these factories have been found proftable in the
United States, wo have positive proof in their rapid
iucrease and with alarge cxtent of country pecaliarly
adapted tn the dairy bhusiness, wo have every reason
to hape that they will be found equally so in tins
couutry.

We have roason fo feel grateful that the harvest
just seeured is the best we have had for 2 number of
years, and that the prospects of the farmer, wiuch
have so long been naything but hopefal, are bright-
enlng.  Tor this, no doubl wo are indebed to the
propitious seasoi, which has brought the crops to
cariy matarity There is danger. howerver, that this
sudden prosperity may be produciive of cvil results.
It is to be foured that the Lasbandman, clated by the
suecess of tho present scason, may bo induced to try
the expeorintent of sowing @ greater exient of land
than he has done in previous years, relying upon
having similar success in years to come. S5 much
Leing dependent i the success or failure of crops,
and every branch ot business heing aftected by the
prosperity of the agriculturis, it is a muatter of regret
that we bave not somo valuable moaus of ascertain.
ing tho true position of the couniry? The Grand
Trunk Raitway Compq.n?' has already, as in ormer
years, made a very satistacto ou that portion
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of tho country contiguous to its 13106 and it wonld be
well if some similar blan could be devised by which

a_report contd ho wade {o embrace the whole 1'yw-
vinee.

No person, not even the casual observer, can have
examined the Exhibition thoroughly without having
heen struck with the abundant evidence of the won-
derful growth of the manufactures of this Provinee.
Much hag already been eaid of agriculture and of the
beneficial vezults flowing from the improvements
therein, but it is almost impoasible to conceive that
manufictures could have wade such extraordinarvy
and rapid strides as they have duaring the last few
years.  Everywhere we see the mechanieal skill and
gening of the country being consiantly developed.
Whether we examine minutely the lavge and ponder-
ong machinery of the steam engine, or admire the in-
genuity and «kill exhibited in the construction of the
sewing machine, we cannot but come to the conclu-
siont thatthe mechanies of this conndry are destined to
play conspicuous parts in the future of this country.
The fmmense water privileges, the abundant supply
of fuel, the extraordinary and rapidly increasing de-
mand for every kind of agricultural implcmene the
great growth of home manufaciures and the cheap-
ness of the Jabonr, all offer such inducements to the
nmechanie, that we cannot but become a great manu-
facturing country.

While congratulating ourselves upon the advance
made in agriculture and manufctures in the past, we
cannot lose sight of the fact that our continued pros-
perity is threatened by the interruption of that treaty
with our neighbours, which must be admitted by all.
has conferred inestimable benefits upon the agricul-
turist of Canada. It is impossible to estimate the
evil econsequences which may be entailed upon us by
its abrogation ; and while it nay be advisable to use
every legitimate means to cffeet a venewal thercof,
even by mutual concession, it still behovesus to be
prepared to meet the emergency by openingup new
channels of commerce, and sceking a marhet where
we can advantageously place the productious of our
soil in competition with our neighbours.

The visit of our ncighbours from the Maritime
Provinces at this opporéune {ime has added much to
the interest of the Exbibition.  They have had «
favourable opportunity for taking a bird’s-vye view
of Upper Canada from an agrirultural and mechani-
cal point of view ; and it is to he hoped that the ac-
cumulation of the products of the enterprise and
industry of our people will not only have removed
any unfavourable opinion they may have herctofore
formed of us but have fully convineed them that their
brothren of the Inland Provinces have withln them-
seives all the clements necessary to the fultilment of
their noble destiny.

I cannot close this address without expressing my
heartfelt thanks to the members of this ascociation for
the kindness they have shown me during the time 1
have held the distinguished position of I’resident, and
in retiring from that oflice it is plcasant to know that
the mantle will fall upon a mosi worthy suceessor.

Mr. Rykert as retiring President iniroduced the
President for next year, Mr. McGillivray, Glengary.

Hon. D. Cunristir, Brantford, then called for three
cheers for the refiring President, the new President
for the Queen, &e , which were heartily vezponded to,
2l the meeting then dispersed.
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Manufactures and Machinery at the
recent Exhibition,

The Great Western Raulway people showed a fine
fot of railvay machinery. They had a very nice
skeleton or working dizgram of an engine, several
anles, a Lurge driving wheel, a pair of cylinders, ea
and engine springs, o couple 6! domes—one of them
of very pretty polished brass—a variety of guages,
bolts, nuts, &e. Perlaps the most interasting artiele
in their assortment was a duplex gafoty valve—a con-
trivance which makes it imposzible to * lock’ the
satety valve—thie fastening down of one valve leav
ing tac other free {o act.

n stoves, there were not mauy competitors. J. G
Beard & Hons, of Toronto, had a largo assortment -
probably a score. Some of theiy cooking stoves were
furtashed with very fine copper furniure.  They aisoe
showed a porsable forge, 2 verandal chair, and some
ornamental castings.

Copp Brothers, of Hamilton, had also o fine assort-
ment of stoves iiere. They showed a large hotel
stove, weighing over half @ ton, aund 2 fine cooking
stove from o Canadian pattern.

Joseph Mariel, of Carlisle, exhibited a handsome
spinning whbeel.  Adam Strathroy showed an im-
proy ed spinning wheel, which gecmed a neat picee of
machiaery.  Wilam Glendillon, of Ingersell, also
exlibited o spinnivg wheel. .

Joseph Sharman, of Stratford. showasd an iron
ctimping machine. Sclway & Iredale, of Toronto.
exhibited n quantity of hoot Iasts.



