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Bees in Winter,

.

' §GME HINTS ABOUT BEES IN CELLARS OR OUT-0F

DOORS,

F bees are wintered in cellars'or umierground
repositories of any kind it .would be much
better it Bome absorbing materinl were used
over the frames, and directly agninst theuk

* just over the oluster of bzes.

There is a great benefit in keepmg the bees
dry, by ubsorbmg all dampness that arises
therefromy hence, in cellar as well aid out.door
winteriug, this will be found » great benefit.
This oan rendily be accomplished by letving the
cover off and placing & chaff cushion ‘on’ the
hive instead. .

1t is alg ost impossible to winter bees success-
fully in cellars that wre used for other purposes,
such as those used ander dwellings for keeping

* vegetables and ather commodities for family
use The unceasing interruptions by entering
and re-entering will.prove an- annoyance to the
bees to such anvextent that trouble islikely to
follow. This is agaiust’ the most .important
point in successfully wintering bees. and that is
perfect quietude during winter,. both in and
o1t.of-daors, aud our advice is to those whoido
not have cellars or caves especially for bees, and
‘for no other purpose, to winter out:doors.
Cellars, properly arrangad, are no doubt ahedd
‘of any other method of wintering, but every
point iy gonnection must be strictly adhered to,

Bees in nderground repasitories shouldre-
main iu them the entire wint=r, in an undis-
turbed condition,and, if their condition willal-
fow, they should not be vemoved thereirom
much before the first of May. If they are ‘put
out before this, cold snapsare very hard on them
and muy result in thewr destruction. If they
are found in such condition, .as their confine-
ment longer is impossible, they may be put out

" on a fine Aay to give them a purifying flicht and

placed bick in the cellar -fhereafter. Thxs is
the-only safe method of’ha 4dling them. Thus

. i¢'Bes are in proper conditi ou in the fall when

plaiced into winter quarters, butlittle work dur-
ing winter i required, although o few details
oannot be dispensed with. They musthave an
overseet;’p keep everythmg in its groper place.
Bees wintered ont-doors should have protec-
tion from the cold of winter, and as it isnow a
very nncommon thing to ﬁnd them in any other ]
way, it is not wecessary to] say anythingon the
method of protection. During winter, upon days
that they can-fly, it 1s verynecessary to have
prepared alighting places for them about the
entrafce, 49, on such weather as the begs are

weather turne suddenly turns cold and chilly,
and hees coming ia fall at ‘the enttanca. and it
they cannot travel directly into thé hwc by
nieans of & sloping bank of some, prepared )
material, or & boaxd, they are loat, bemg unahle
to take wing a second time to gainan entrance ;
hencest beaiecessxty of un alighting place. This
Fmay bo'made by bankjng up of earth to.the
entrance of the hive. A rovering of siwdust,
sand or s.ravel is very x.ood to . dover the.
snrface. .

Snow aYout the lu\es wxll do no haam, oven
if the hives are towlly covered. Many arev -
foolish in removing snow from the entrances of.
hives during winter, thinking that the boes
will suftfdcate. There is nu danger of this, I
is more of a protection, and should not be
meddled with.

Any warm day when the bees are flying fred.
iy, they may be examined by the apiarist, but
only onr such days. We should not, however, ¢
put off until spring to make examinations, but
take advantage of the occadjon when a warm
day comes. If we fiid that any colony lncka’
stores daring wxnter, we cun furnish them food
in the sho.pe of candy, but ouly in cold \veatber, :
when syrup feeding will not answer, Sy rap
will have a tendency to préduce diarrhoes; thus
candy only should be used. The candy shoulﬁ
be made from pranuluted sugar, and plo.ced
over the frames. A. M. Duff in City and coun~ |
try. : s
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Gclden-rod.

1s TRE GOL’II)EV-BOD A \’\LUAB.LE HONEY-PLANT.

WONDER if «oldeu‘rod is not greatly over- -
@ esumate(;lﬁ)?bﬁf-men. So it seems to me ’,
In this Idcality I consider it of doubtful

value to.bee-keepers. T have waiched many
times to catch & bée upen it, but not more than ™’
once or twice have I geen a bee touch it; and
then it deserted the flower as though it had
made a mistake.

The other day I walbked 2 half mxle toa moh
bottom where was un abujdance of golden- ro_d O
in bloom, but with the %asual disappointment.

I sgalisappointment bacause Ithave often wishe-,
1% see bees working mpont it. The name is
asgociated with the poetry of rural life, is rich
sentiment to every bee.keeper, and 1 have often .
sought for the fulfilment of cherished hores an&
life-lony desires—but in va.m, i
- I wonder if it ¢an be that jn other locahtfea '
it does really respond to the kiss of-dpis Melli-
Jica. T hope so. Or is “the barrenness only:.

,.a.ble to takea ﬂ:ght, it often ocours that the

compamme, aznd on’ acconnt of “the greatez
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