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but in the breeding yards. Before they were m—

spected by competent judges with a view to ad~

mission into the Stundard, no attention had becn
paid to the shape of the comb.  False feathers, al-
though tolerated, were regarded as defects, but the
original breeders had considered a single comb
sufficient, no matter what shape it might assume.
The above named faults, so long ignored, had be-
come parts and parcels of Javas—in-bred qualities
which were very discouraging to one who could
appreciate them, one who had fought defects and
knew the result of careless breeding.  Faults will
always crop out in the progeny of the most care-
ful watings, and they will always multiply in care-
less matings. Javas are posscssed of so much
vigor and stamina ihat perfection in any point
will reproduce itself to an encouraging degree. I
have noticed this particularly in combs. Crooked
and otherwise ill-shaped combs are very common
in the original stock, and ave the worst faults that
I have bad to contend with, yet a vigorous male
bird with & fine, straight, evenly serrated comb,
well mated, will always produce a very large per
cent. of good combs. In mating for other fine
points the result will be the same, and we must
always select for a combination of perfect points.

Mottled Javas are the result of crossing a pure
Black Java-cock with a white hen. The latter was
selected from a yard that had been bred true to
color for & number of years, but unlike any starnd-
ard variety. In general characteristics the Mottles
differ from the Biacks only in color, which should
be broken black and white throughout, the more
evenly marked the better. The color of the
shanks should be broken yeliow and blue, or yel-
low and black, but solid color of either hue will
cften appear. Either is tvlerated, but perfection
consists in the yel')>w and dark blotches. The

bottoms of the feet are always yellow, corzespond-.

ing.to the color of the skin. In. color of p]umage
I like to see, as much as possible, feathers parti-
ally black and partially white, espccml]y the
hackle, saddle, and tail feathers, yet solid white
and solid black feathers are not considered faults,
‘The markings should be distinct. Instead of the
two colors running into cach other, in the shading
off or pepper-and-salt style, black should be clear
black and white should be \vl}xte Yet mixed col-
ors, black and white, are nd evidence of bad breed-
ing.

I always advocate a high standard, and strive to
reach. it, and at the same time I wish toavoid over-
estimating the breed.

Black Javas have been bred in for nearly thirty
years, all crossing having been made from differ-
ent families of the same stock. About ten years
since fifty per cent. of foreign blood was introduced,
which resulted in \Iotthd Javas.

only been bred in onv-third as long as the former,
still they seem to lack hardiness. T have no trou.
ble in rearving the chicks, but the old fowls are not
as free from disease as the Blacks, and the same
cave bestowed on cither proves far more profitable
in Blacks than Mottles.
ent evidence to pronounce against the latter, for
my first experience with them was as encouragzing
as with the foumer. I shall still try to bring them
up ‘to my idea of what they should be, for they
possess enough merit to justity the effort,

In selecting breeding stock, choose vigorous
Lirds, with straight combs, evenly marked plu-
mage and clean shanks. Crooked combs, red or
brassy feathers, and pin-feathered shanks, are in-
bred qualities which will sometimes appear, but
birds possessing them should always be sacrificed.

J. Y. BICKXELL.
Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 5th, 1884.

This may not be suffici- -

. T
Préparing Fowls for Exhibition.

. . Continued. .
Feeding for exhibition is the next feature or |
item tp be attended to. . i
Where birds are always fed plenty of good solid !
grain vary little additional feeding is necessary, ;
still I would indulge in just g little. At about .
six weeks before exhibition the birds may be se- .
lected, and kept by themselves, It ix a good idea o
to seleot several more than is intended to be ex- |
hibited, as soms may fail in prcpamtlon or not get
into desirable condition. By havicg them sepa- .
rate you can give them a liftle extra food without : 5
treating your wholg stock to the same. 4nd they .
can be kppt .cleaner. I have found corn ,meal,
baked, and damped with xmlk one of the very best i
artigles of food for thlSpurpose I have also used-
with.satistactory results sunﬁower spgd anda ca.tﬂe- '
food prepared by some fium in the \vest,, at London 1
Lthink. R
When, iowls‘a:e, he;pg tpus qyerﬂ,d a lltﬂe tmc- i '
fure of iron in, dcmkrp Swater has g good, effect ‘as!
s wood scoa.ls;J ponnded and mlxed thh ‘soft fecd p
The laiter, in. wy. opinion,, 15, the bette\ For
grain I de not;think good wheat can be xmproved
upon for health,~ It onght to be scatteled among
chaff, or butter, forest. lcavus, as they are always: |
free from dust and do not pack down like chaﬁ
cte. " :
It is an ad\antage to have a feedmg—shcd ab-‘ '
tached, tq.cach building or shed, having a southe.- '
ly exposure. Here bll‘ds can, be allowed out to
scratch and eat till thex are satisfied, when they
will return to their.pen thoroughly warmed up.
My experience is that no bird can be stuffed or!
over-fed with any descuptxon of food, whcthexf
«hard” or ¥ soft,” ) without inducing coarseness. I
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