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HE Select Standing Commîîîittee on Agriculture
and Coloi.ation met, Mr. Bain, chairman.,
presiding. Mr. A. G. Gilbert. manager of

the Poultry Departnent, Central Ex)eriieital Farm,
was called and addressed the conimittec as followvs :

Mr. Chairmnan and Gentlemnenî,--I have very great

pleasure in meeting you again and laying bcfore :. au
that portion of the experiiental work of the past y ear
tat is new or comparatively so. \When I had the

honor of 'appearing before your connnittee last year,
I was requested to select fifty liens as imnclh represen-
tative of the barlvard fowls of the country as possible,
and see what I could muake themt pay in a year ; iii
otier words, to handle thein to the best possible ad-
vantage, the whole to be ain object lesson to the farn
ers of the countr" In order to nake that statenient
as concise, intelligible and satisfactory as po1sible I
have prepared the following data in tablc forn. u lich
Von vill perhaps allow nie to read and afternards
iake ainy further explanations necessary . I appeared
before the conittee on the ioth of March last year
and the experiients commnîenced on the i st of April
fAllowing Fifty liens, representative barnyard fonis,
were selected as follows • Nine silver laced Wy' an-

h'lie eggs laid by the fifty his during the year
vere as follows

April . . . . 571
Sa ....... 540

June 317
JuIY. . . . . 242
Atigust ............
Septeinber 61
October 77
Novetuiber 344
Decetiber. 577
January. · · - 693
Februarv . 6x
March... 5S6

Total 4.773
It will be noticed in the above tlat the egg pro-

duction n\as greatest at the permod of higli prices, and
least during tue iiontlis of August, September and
October N lien prices were at their lowest. Di intg tIh
imontis of lowv prices the sitters were liatching out,
or hiad latceled out broods of chickens. The object
was to have chickens growing at the period of low

prices. In otier words, wlien eggs w"re cheap, as
cormpared witlh witer prices, thev were us.ed to hatch
chickens front. and the cock rels of these chickens were
sold as breeders, or could l have beei .old for marke'.
purpo.se., at jo cents per potnd, the puillets being re-
sen ed for n\ ittet lay ers. Another ob3ect anted ait
and successfully aut.Lonplislhed u as to get the liens over
tleir moult. uhich i. their season of non-production,
at the tile of lou\ prices. ýJuly , August and Septeimt-
ber), and to have tlem laying again when prices vere
good. The success aclie ed is siowii in' the 344 eggs.
the output for Nmember, lien new laid eggs were
north inl Ottan a 2 cents per dozen, and tiei we have

(lottes, seven white Javas, andfi thirty-four mnixe or 587 egg in' )e.uember, when 30 anid 35 cents per
coninon liens. Anong tic latter were even Ply- dozen w as paid in the saine city of Ottawa for the new
nouth Rock-Dorking crosses. li inaking the above laid article. Vou %%Ill also notice that we lad troin
selection ny object vas to have stock of the proper age the fifty liens 6)3 eggs iii January , 600 in February,
and in suich condition as would likely mîake withA proper and 586 in Mardi, when the experiment ceased. So
handling, of course, the best winter layers ; tat is, we had the greatest egg yield of the y ear at the timue
yield tlheir product when it was vorth mnost. To have when prices were at thîeir best. Surely this course of
a certain inmber of thoroughbreds, so as to compare procedire is north imintating by those iarm'ers wvhxo
then with the mixed liens, and fromî which I could nake no effort to have their hens laying during winter
raise male birds to sell for market purposes, or for and obtain their product in the spring or suiiimer.
breeders-the pullets being, of course, retaiined as when prices are at their lowest. Six hundred and
future layers. ninety eggs in January show nearly fifty per cent.


