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way deny the. necessity of conscription, but the Commander-
in-Chiet aud the Broed Arrow have at last expressed an opi-
nion in favor of what the C,M,R. has been thefirstaud hitherto
the ouly journal to advocate. God grant that the English peo-
ple muy in time réedgnize the duty cvery subject owes his
country, When the day of dire necessity avrives, it is too late to
istitute now military organizations, A forgotten clausc inthe
statute book, cach year set aside, is wot @ recognition by the
people af the duty every subjedt owes to his country. Major
Jones we apake of as conscientious, zealons und ablo.  No doubt,
us lus lotter states, the courso he has taken he cousiders his
dut}'.?—ED.] A
** No one who hus ever risen o any great height inthis world
reluos to move till hie knowswhere hé is going,  1le is impelled
in eachatep which he takesdy a force within himselt. e dat-
isfies himselfoniy that the step'isa right one, and he leaves the
restto Providence."~ Froude,.
. ol o-
THE BROAD ARROW AT LAST'—-BETTER LATE
THAN NEVER.

We have loug viewed the idea that the Euglish people would
not approve nor willingly submit to tho Militia ballot as one
of thogp absurd superstitions which seemn to have been accopted
as arguments, so greatly to the detriment of every practical
#cheme which has been put forward for providing a sufficient
defence for the conatry; and if any English Minister would be
bold enqugh to test the question by omitting to ask for a Militia{
Ballot Suspension Act—thercupon putting in foree the Militia |
baljot—we helieve the veil would drop from his eves, not only
with regard to this fallacy, but with regard to many other doubts
and fears as to what-men with reasoning facunities, and thorough-
ly awake to the dungers-which an altered state of seieneo and so-
ciety hias brought upon us, would be prepared to submit to both
for patriotism and self-interest. ith-the ranks of the Volun-
teers thua doubled or trebled at an infinitesimal expense, with
the militia battalious constantly kept at their full strengzth by
a very light ballot to supplement the Voluuteer recruits, and
with our regular battalions also constantly filled, either on the
peace footiug or on the foreiga service footing by meansof vol-
unteering trom the Militin battalious of each territorinl regi-
ment, we should be in a position to keep with the colurs a much
Jarger propurtion of fully trained soldiers than ever we can hope
todo by the unaided amsistance of the short-service system, as
applied solely tu what are now, for all practical purposes, the two
ful’ service battalions of each of our new regiments.

|

"

The Duke of Cambridge hit the right nail on the head
m lus remarks the other night on Army organization.
© As to comparisons between tho Inglish Army and Con-
tinentgl armies,” he said. * our position was entirvely differ-
ent from the Continental position. He had not heard
anyone uss the word - conseription,” and yet it was con-
seription that made all the difference.” To lcar some of'
the Jearned talk about - reserves ™ and * first lines,” ono
would imagine that British soldiers could be calfed forth
by » mere wave of the hand, ora whistle, liko Roderick
Dhw’s Highlanders, The fuct-is, that i’ we are to havo a
stong foteigu army and a strong home army too, as well
as inoxhaustible reserves, some foérm of conscription,
whother called * balloting ™ or by any other name, must
necessarily be faced. By conscription, and by consciip:
tion only, does Germany-produce her largoe force ; and if
we would follow, suit in one-vespect; we must do #o in the
other. Whilo admitting that it was impossible to resort
to conscription for the Avmy, the Duke said he still en-
tertaified o decided opinion that therp ought to be con-
scviptiofvfor the Militia-if it weve necessary in order to
fill up the ranks. :
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Majuba MillowA Lesson in Tactics.

\ To the Editor of the Canadian Military Revier.

Sta.—~Huving soen fany roforences to tho disaster ut
Mujuba IHill, in paped eivil and military; all of which at- -
tribute tha veswdt of that unforfunate event move or less
divectly to bad shooting on the part of our infuntry, I um
induced to ask your permission to state briofly what ap-

car to bo the real oautses of our defeat ag I think a losson
18 convoyed theroby which should bo tuken sorionsly to
heart by all soldiers.

I must promiso that I write with no information boyond
that available in the publit yrints and thercfore cannot
vouch Tor the aceurnoy of the dotails, The Hill eccupled
by our forces appears to havo beén a lofty sumimit on the
pro;l)or right ot the Hoer positions with u cup-like hollow
on the top and having very precipitous sides—and it com-
manded and tovk in flank, though appavently at a vory
considerable range;' tho Boer pos:i’tion. .

Ishall notentorintothie strategical questionas towhellior
the occupation of this Lill Was or Wwits not desirable, under
the then cxisting civcumstances, which, appurently forbid,
(through lack of nutnbers)) any co-oporation by the'troops '
left in front of tho Boers during tho engugement which
must inevitubly have vesulted ; But shall confine my re-
marks to the two following points.

1st. Was the Hill occupied a suitable position for de-
fence ? .

2nd. Was it propetly ocenpied, tactically ? .

Both these quéstions must I think be answered in ihe
negative. ~There is wothihg inorp ¢ertain than that a very
steep slape is tho worst possible fure ground for musketyy
defence, bocanse irs ovdet to firo down such & slope the de-
fondors must lean oves And 50 0xposeé thomsolves laygoly to
the fire of tho aesnillante, aud whon, from its inequality ;
the slope aftords natural.cover to the assailants tho (anget
fram this cause is greatlyincreased. The inevitable re-
sult tdok place at Majiba as it did over and ovor agsin it
the Russio-Turkish war; defenders rather than oxpose
thomselves fired, witliout looking ovor the edge ol the
slope, in the air; hencs of conrso the Boer losses x'\'qré (if
traly stated) absutgly sinll, but this was to be expected,
and slionld not be a matter for the loastsirprise, nordoegit
nced to be acequntéd for by supposing thal our infantiy
cannot uso their rifles, if proper}y posted. :

In the secoud placo we are told that the edgo of the
basin was oceupied by njenut 10 paces interval, the ve.
mainder of tha troops-beiy massed in tho eup shaped
hollow, in reserve. Now tho position was a purely defen-
sive one, no counter attdck from it was possibile, and it is’
therefore quito clear that the accepted rule for posting
troops in such a position should have beon followed; viz:’
that the shooting line should have been given the greatest -
possible strength, or in otltor words, that the men com-
prising it shonld have been pliced a3 ¢lose togethor ay

ossible, consistently with frecdom of use of their viftes,
The voserve was of minor impottsvto;~it was proved to
be usoless, for when the Boers arrived at the snmmit,
there appears to have been'no time fou it to act, they had
been allowed to come tp-cluse in superior numbors with-
out logs, and the battle was therofore, us u necessary ve-
sult: lost! Lt

A minor couse rf failure may, I think, bo found in the
composition of the force, made up, as it was, of dviblots of
various corps, srilors, mavines, and vavious infantry regi-
ments, being, 1 believe reprosented; it could not have had
any efficiont discipline or cohesion.

- Tam, Sir,
Yours faithfully;
G. R. WaLRER,
Major, R.E,

Royat Military College
Kingston, 26th May,’1881.



