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LETTER IV.

ON THE AUTHORTIY OF TRADITION.

*'HE reformed religion would never have thought;
merecting as a princtple that the scripture aloney
ecides every essential pomt, if it had rccollccted“

this decisive and unanswerable example, and if 3t
had not lost sight of the ancicnt maxim, to winch

St. Avugustine so often recurs : that we must con- ||
suder as an institution of the apostles whatever we |

Churches without being able to discover its originy

und to be generally believed and observed in the

and commencement.
And if it bad had before its eyes this doctrine of

ikie firs. pges, st dowa by Vipcent of Lerins, iny

these terms . ** We must be particalarly careful to
bold fast that doctrine, which has been believed in

all places, at all times andby all. Forasthe word |

tcatholic) itself plainly denoies, there is notlnng
iruly and properly cathotic, but that which compre-
nends all in general.  Now it will be so, if we fol-
.ow universality, antiquity, and unanimous consent.
We shall follow universality, if we believe that doc-
trinc alone to be true, which the Church cvery
where adimts, \We shall follow antiguity, if we
Jepartnot from the opinigns which our ancestors
and fathers openly maintained. We sholl follow
unanimous corsent, if we adbere to the seatiments
.f alt, or of almost all, our pastors and teachers.”
Andf it would have taken advice from St. John
Chrysostom, who, commenting on the famous pas-
sage of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, expresscs
limself as follows :— Hence it 15 plasn, that ol
thinge were not delivered in writing, but many

therwise ; and arce equally worthy fo be believed.
Wherefore Iet us hold fast to the traditiops of the
Church. 1iis tradwon ; Iet this suffice.””  And of
St. Basil on the mame passage : © Among the
points of belief and practice 1n the Church, some
were delivered in writing, while others were re-
ceived by apostolic tradition in myctery, thatis, in
a hiddqn manner : but both have equat authority as
far as piety is cancerned ; nor are they opposed
hy any one whois but slightly versed in ecclesiast-
cal rites.  For if weattempt to reject, as matters
of little moment, such pointsas were not writlen,
we shall, by nur imprudence, offer a signal inju-

vy {o the gospel.  And again of St. Epipbanius I

who pmoves the peceasity.of tradston. . We must
ook to tradition, says-he, forall things cannot be
d59ged from scriptures.  For which reasen the

.

not.”’
And if it had observed, what particularly merits
observation from its singularity, our very question

the second century and decided as follows :  ““But
you say, (writes Tertullian) cven in speaking of
tradition, some written anthority is necessary.—
' Let us then enguire whether no tradition should be
admitted, unless it be written.”*  (‘T'Lis is precisely
the objection laid claim to by the reformed religion.
lattend to its refutation.) <@ will allow, thatit
Ishoutd not, if no examples of other practicescan

tradition, and the strength of custom, without the
smaltest written authority. To begin with bap-
tism; when on the pojnt of entering the water, we
protest,in the Church and under the hands of the
bishops, that we renounce the devil, and bis pomps
and his angels - after this, we are immersed three
\sopnralc times, replying something more than our
{Saviour presented in the gospel. Leaving the wa.

Hhiis time, for the space of o weel, we refrain from

I|thé daily bath. The sacrement of the FEucharist,

—

only from the hand of him who presides.  We of-
for for the dead ; we annually celebrate the birth o
the martyrs . The day of their death is
the day of their birth to immortality) «Of these
and other usages if youask for thewritten authority

from tradition, which practice has confirmed and
obedience ratified.”

The day would not sufice, {6 adopt the expres-
sion of St, Basil,* were I (o attempt to describe to

¢ The day would not be sufficient, were I o at-
tempt to relale to you all the mystenies transmatted
to the Church without writing. To omit others,
{rom what writing have we thig profession of faith
jin God ; the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (the a-
iipostles creed)i”? had sai¢
jthe saints have Ic us in writing the words of invo-
cation 1 the consecration of the cucharistic bread
and chalice ? For we donot confine ourselves to
those which the gospel and the apostle mention :
we make additions before and after, asbeing of
great importance to the mystery, and which are
come down to us by an unwrillen tradition.” And
again, the following remarkable words occur in
the same passage - <* ‘The apostles and the fathers,
who have from the beginning, prescribed certain
tites to the Church, knew hotwio preserve for mys-
terics their becoming diguity, by the secresy and
silence in which it kept them enveloped. For what
is thrown open to the ear and the "gaze of the peo-
ple, is noYonger absolutely mystericus, For this
reasoniave many things. been transmitted: o us

'
i

i

|

‘l.oly apostles left some things in nriting, and ol!:cml

proposed in express terms by a celebrated writer of |,

be adduced, which we maintain on the sole title of

ter wwe take a mixture of milk and honey ; and from

insfitufed by the Lord, at the time of the repast and
for all, we take in our assemblies before day, arnd

i

of the scriptures, none will be found, They spring

He had said before : < Which of

:)uu all that the fathers have said on the subject o
“tradition.  Tam not surprised that they so frequent-
Iy insist upon it : they were but two or three de-
“grees from the origin of the Church : they hada
I'hear view of the means and regulations that had
!!(cnded to aggrandize and extentdit : they held in
! mind that the apostles, entirely occupied in the mt
,»nistry of the word, had rarely taken up the pen.
and only from accident and necessity ; that thew
. preacking hiad been daily and atundant, their writ
"ing accidental and short; that supposing the ground
of the doctrine to be in their writings, the develops-
:mcnt of it could not be found there also; that fo:
' the detail they must always have recourse to then
| verbal explanations ; ¢hat, even en their mysteries
Wana dogmas, they had in their works designly
{l thrown = certain veil of obscurity to prevent fhc
profane from having acccss to them, whilst in the
| mmidst of the faithful and their friends, they expres
'\"sed themselves openly and without restraint, iu
finc that they never committed to writing the words
“ and prayers with which they accompanied the ce-
Il

lebration of the myeteries. These sacred and often
essential forms were deposited in the bearts and the
memory, and fransmitted from mouth to mouth
more securely in secret. Aftes the example of
their masters, the apostolic falhers wrote little .
they glso had their time taken up in active emplog-
ment, rpther than in composing works : and when
they took up their pen 1t wasscarcely ever-for.any -
other reason than to make knowntostrangers, what
they had heard preached by the apostles. Dayby
day did they repeat it round ehout them to their aus;
dience, and occasionally communicated itat a dis-
tance by writing. In this manuer, in the Church-
cs where the apostles had preached, their doctrire
wag preserved by the succession of disciples to the
apostles, of hearers of the disciples o these same
disciples, and thus frrm one to another. As fui
those from without, it reached them by means of
'communicalious carried on from ons Church to
':mothm- : a steady and active correspondance altes!-
'ted and propagated through the world the instruc

M fions derived from the apostles and Jesus Christ,

!
|

|
i

, without writing, Jest the velgar, becoming too much
jfamiliarized with our dogmas, should pass from fz
ywiliarity {o contempt. e dogme Js onc thag.
jand preacking ancther, Dogmas reqguite to be
kept silent—preatling, o bo public. ~There s,
jmoreover, another king of silgnce,that of obscurity
in which ke scripfure purpesely conceals itself to
Ircndcr the dogmas_ more difficult 1o bo compre
ybended.”  And now, Sir, draw your conclusion,
what this Iearned bishop of Cesarea would have
thought of yous reformation, that l};;fjends %o {ake
every thing from scripiyre and notling jrom tradi
tion. ! o
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