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study of individual words that we now desire to fasten the
attention of the reader. It is a work of primiary imiportance to
ail wlxo wishi to speak wvith accuracy, but es1Recially to those
-whose mission, business or desire it is to persuade miei eitber
with golden mnouth or golden peu. M\,ost liapl)ily for the
student, the subject is as interestimg as it is important, as will
reaclily be admitted by every intelligenit reader of Arclibishiop
'frelishI's " Stiidy of XVords " and " Tle Englisli Language, 1'ast
and Present, Dean Hloares " Englisli loots " and othier 1,nre
works thiat miigblt be namied. Indeed there are fe-,w boolks more
interestingr and instructive as a conîpanion for a leisuire biour thian
a glood dictioiary-oneý whichi gives the hiistoryf and traces the
ramifications of the meanings of the leadinýg w'ords of the
languiage, and thus reveais thieir litè and power. 0f sucli a
revelation Trench bias well observed thiat "for mnany a youngc
ruan bis first discovery of thie fact thiat words are living powers,
are the vesture, yea even the bod y wvhicl tbioughyts weave for
themnselves, bias been like tbe drc pping( of scales froin bis eyes,
like the accjuiring anotber sense, or like the introduction into a
new world."

"Living powers." Yes 1 tbiat is a truc description of w~ords
given by one of thieir great miasters-S. T. Cole,.,'J(e, wbo on thiat
very g)round urged tbe stndy of thieir derivatiou and hiistory. But
tlheir vital force depends mainly on tlieir being used by those wblo
know tlieir value, and by virtuie of intimate acquaintance, can
choose and marslial tbem Nvitbi skill, always putùing tbe rigbit
word in the right place. It is then that we sec and feel "bhow
forcible are rigbit words."

But hiow is the rigbit word to be known ? Whiat is the true
test of verbal rectitude ? An attentive regyard of the ieading, idea
involved in the word rn//ht wvil1 supply the answer to, these queries.
In tbe passage just qnoted fromn the book of Job, a more literai
rendering of the original would give " words of straigbitness " in thie
place of "righit words," the verbal root signifyîng to be -straigrht,
as we find exemplified in the prophetie comnîand to 1'niake
straighit in the desert a highiway for our God " (Lsa. xl. 3). The
primary idea of our English word righlt exactiy corresponds with
this. To be riglit is to be stiaiglît, even. The common phrase,
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