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THE BIBLE AND THE TEMPElIANCE QUJESTION.

BY W. H. WITRXnOW7 M.A.

IPÂIT IL.

THE, advocates..of win.e drinking quote, in defence of the systein,
the accusation brought. aýgainst our Lord, of being elamian glut-,
tonous and, a wine-bibber.>* No -one supposes that the :first of
these charges was true, then. why the seconid? The text is as
inucli a sanction qfgluttony as off wine drinking, both off which.
the Seriptures expressly forbid., Qur Lord. also lent the aid off Ris
own exaýmple to. th~e cause off total abstinence.. We readthat i
the agouy of Ris passion, amid the pangs and throes of dissolution,
wheu Ris exhawste.d frame wau parclied with thirat,. Il They gave
Him-to. drink, wine mingled with myrrh; but He .receivcd it not.":

The, use of fermented wine, even.in the -celebration off the holy
eucharist, is a departure from Scripture precedent, for,,asý we. have
already seen, al leaven and ferment were. abolisheid froin theicele-
bration of t.e-Jewish passove r, and therefQre our Lord couId- not
have used intoxicating wine in the institution-off Ris, La.st
Supper.

The passag,,e in Matt. ix. 17, ý« Neither do men put new wine into
old bottie's, elsethe botties break and the vineý runneth, out.." lias
beencited as implying. the common use.of fernentedwinei Evenif
it did, there is here no sanction given to, th~e custom; but >. Les
takes the ground that the contrary iay be ýi.nferred from the
passage. Ile ýse.s that fermeintedl wine wi)[1 hurst the Etoqgest
bottie,. or even iron-bouud casks. that new wina. if, pi# i4to old
bottles. would be -the more lUoely to ferment f'rom. the deposits -of.
tartar and gluten on their- sides, aud tb.attherefore Ilnewv wine"
vas put into "new bottles » -to preserve iii from fermentation by»
the complete. exclusion offthe air..

We sometinies hiear the, maudli sentimnent., that. vine is -a
good creature off God, and therefore to be ieceived with thanke-
giving."- .Assuxedly the wine commended in 'Sripture is on1e of

SMtLtt. xi. »9.


