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ing down to :figures, we have. at jeast. 185,-
502 out Of a school populat4on. Of 495,756
who virtually receive no education at ail,
and why ? Is it because we as a people do
not value education? Not at ail. What th-en?
It-must be because we believe that it is flot
iiecessaryi in order to be educated, that our
children attend school regulariy. How
many parents bring the teacher to task for
not advancing their children, flot at all
thinking that the teacher only sees
lhebn once or twice a week ? Vet these
parents believe it is the teacher's fault, be-
cause such slight progress has been muade,
or because.their Mary or James is stili in
the*Third Reader.

Ive will.not.further enlarge on this sub-
ject. And ivhy shouid we ? Has not th--
,world always been governed by.fallacies and
is it flot ýdeiightful to aliow society to nur-
ture delusions ? But.delusion 's that.irmpede
the .progress- of mnankirid, that peeyent the

,attaijmeut of that gojal toWards -which the
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«IlWith a ionging look in lier weary eye
And a halfunconsclaus sigh,

She gases out on the fresh green grass,
And.the glortous azure sky.»

It was a warm june evening. The
scorching sun of a. Canadian. sumnmer was
just disappearing bèbind -the horizon. 'The
rosy milkniaid.was out armned-with lier pails;
the vanious animals who.had panting sought.
a covert during the day had .resumedl their
accutomned- sprightliness ; the.gent1e -hum,
ofth"e.mingled. rural sounds camnefloating,
agreeably. on-the. soft .evening; breeze ; and-
the. nodding:foiestclad . in rich'est.vestrnen.s,

seemed to lie wafting..the adoration, of al
nature to the great Creator.

And in her quiet littie rooin, at this
soothing hour, sat j enniè -Faithful the teacli-
er of the section. Neat and. tidy in-appear-
ance, of gooci figure and'intelligent face, the
mont casual observer -could' not but detect a

shade of care on*-hérhanddsôme-countenance,
She-had novz>been r:6early SIX month-s teach-
ing the Mud Valley. school, one of . the.
largest in- the Ditdcét. The average.atte-
dance had beea -over seventyjaùd4the-pupils
wereof ail.grader, from thre A--B-C .~s
to. the highest -form of -Our .PûbllcýSchô6lÈ.'
The-schiro 'housé wu. -scarýe ly large
enaugh to -acýoimdate fiftY pupils coni-

great and good have long bent their ener-
gies, we would like to protest against -and.
if possible explode. We must advance.
To stand stili wouid be wrong. To retro-:
gade ivould be unpardonable. Teachers!1
it is your work to sound the toscin of tnie
progress. Yours shou]d be the excelsior
cry of eniighteurnent. We look to you with
bright hopes for the future. If you fail our
best hopes fail, and for the trust betrayed,
what shall be the penalty ? History oniy
can tell. But rest assured the country ex-
pects much at your hands. To you she
lias committed those on.- whom. her future
depends. What you make thiern, you bnake
her. Are they intelligent, self-reliant and
progressiveP Then is she the same. No
higher can she rise than the height to which
you. elevate her future citizens. The work
is a grand one. Prove youtrselves noble
educators of a noble country, for no- higher.
reward you can have, and no greater ne.ed
you ask.
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