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oue, or that te Bible, the truc, aource of knowlModg concerning it, iii difflcult of
accoss. Tiso reverite of thih Io the case. Tho dccl arations of Sci-ipturo regard-
ing the Churc, narc Most simple and clear; iiud if thoy appear otherwise, if. is
boc.aiuse thoy have bccn oih.%cured by " <leceitfîl lindling," by human reuderiug
nnd interpretationx. Iluman Iciarniug and interpretation have c. rtlnl
ent.angled tluii question %vitb amnzig inger.uity. They have ereated a lali~H
for thc ntudent of Vhoicgy into which it ivt difficuit to penetrato, and Dut of
whieh it je bard to escaipe. Our fipaýce IVIlI fot permit un Vo disoues what lins
been written by lcarned mon, or dat -lins bcen exprcssod ini the public coufes-
siong cf Clîrist-ondom about to Chiih. Ail that we cain <lo iu tis wvay in te
state, %withnut comment, ene or t%ýo:o<' the most prominent defluitions which
have been given of the Churcb, by.Wnfý cf introduction to our brinf Scriptural
connideration of the question. .:

Tho Roman Catholie definition: q~ given by Cardinal l3eliarmin: "Tho
Ohurch in the seciety of mon uhjitcd' by the professon eof eue and the
same Christian faith, anmd the coinmunron of the P.Mmo s:arameuts, tînder the
governnment cf legitimato pastors, a•d espocir.lly cf the only vicar cf Christ here
on earth, the Roman Pontiff."1

Tho Tm. ctarian definition, as given lhy'>almor in bis IlBook cf tise Chureh":
"The Church is the whoe sooiesy, -of Christians throughout the world,

including all those who profets their -boIicf in Jusus Christ, and who are subject
Vo lawvfui pastors."

The Augsburg Confession says : "The Church in the cossgregation cf the
Saints lu whicb, the Gospel le cerrectly'f.atght, anmd the sac-amonts are properly
administored."

The Articles cf tho Church cf En land Bay. "The visible Churcli cf Christ is
congrogration cf faithful mon iu wh ich the pure word cf God In preached, ani

the Sacra-ments be duly administored, according Vo Christ's ordinance in al
those thingB that cf necessity are requisite Vo the s.-me."

Th estise Confession says: Il1. The Catholie or universal Church,
which is invisible, consists of the whole number cf the eleet that have been, arc,
or shall bc, gathered inte eue, under Christ thc head thereof, anmd in the spouse,
the body, Vthe fulluess cf Him that fillet.h aIl lu ail. 2. The visible Ohurch,
whicli in aise CaVbolie or universal tinder the Gospel, (net confined Vo eue nation,
as before the lnw,) consis cf ail Vhose througheut the %vorld that profess the
truc religin, together with thoir <shildi-en, and ie the kingdom cf Vhe Lord Jesus
Christ, tCbe ouse anmd family cf Qed, eut cf wbich there je ne ordinary possi-
bility cf salvaticu."l

'e miglit muitiply definitions, but these are sufficient te, show the nature cf
the doctrinal statements which, lu the coufliets cf modemn times, have been made
ooncerniug the Ohurch. The quention Vhen i, which cf these, or whether any
one cf these, ie the truc definition, or couVains ail that sueh a defluition should
include 1 Thîis question canot be detei-mined by mere prefereuces or arbitra-y
beliefs. 1V must be Vried by sonse aeknowledgred standard that will ho satisfae-
tory Vo reuson and conscience. Where then, shall we find sucb a standard?1
NoV certaiuly in the decretais of Popes, the decisieus cf Councils, or the tradi- [
tions cf Christiartity. These are aIl fallible as our own judgments are. They
have only at the beet a "jus huinanun ;" aud while their wisdomn and antiquity
nsay, Vo sème extent, wiu our respect and admiration, Vbey are and can be ne
substitute for the "jus divînum.," which alone we cau acknowledge iu a inatter
cf this kiud. We muet, therefore, appeal Vo the word cf Qed, whieh, as the
revelation of spiritual thinge Vo the 'iorld, ln thse only standard for the determi-
nation cf such a controversy as this.


