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age, was a mere prison.house for the
time being, until death should strike)
-off his shackles and break lis fetters.
No; this earth was given us for a
restil3g-plftce, for a home. We are to
oultivîLte it, develop it, and make
those with whom we associate better,
purer, bolier. Th.:.re is plenty for the
Mason always to do. There are soj
xnany among us discoutented, unhap-
py, forsaken and despised. It îs the
duty of the Craftsman not to confi ne
bis services merely to his bretîren in
Freemasonry. To tlemn and theirs
be owes his first obligations,' but
wherever le sees suffering that lie1
can relieve, suffering thut lie eau aile-
viate, crusled hopes that le can raise,
there is his place. He may enquire
the cause of the '.eart-breaking so-bs
of the outcast on the street, but it je
not for him to j udge her -ratIer let
him save her. Hie ie not to condemu
the drunkard bourly hastening on the
road to perdition; but rather exert
every effort to drag him from his
downward course. Hie je not to per-
secute the reviler at religion, and
seoffer at morality; but rather to en-
deavor, by example and precept, to
show him how much better are those
wbo, basking in the sunshine of
Truth, are illumincd with the Iight
from above.

We are too apt to talk of the fail-
ures, the misfortunes, tIe errors, the
iideede of others, as if we wou]d

never have committedl sudh, and are
-consequently greatly superior beings.
The millionaire lias no necessity to
steal a loaf of bread; the man who
bas neyer taeted wine, neyer has ex-
perienced the craving, the wild, mad
*craving, for drink that at imes pos-
Boesses the inebriate ; the man sur-

roundedl by home comforts, with lux-
uries, educated and idolized, is not
likely to le tempted as the street arab
and the homeless wanderer, born in
penury, amidst the filih and destitu-
tion of our large cities. We have no
right to cc-udemn. so readily as we do;
we mnust judge by surrounding cir-
cumestances, from birtli upwards; edu-
cation and home influence are the
potent shapes that mould to a certain
extent the career of man, ard Mason s
therefore should be very particular
in this respect. We should Leadli our
children to honor and reverence the
Deitv, we should teadi- tliem kindness
of heart, w e sliould teadli them prac-
tical clarity, we should teadli tiem,
the lessonS of Freemasonry, by prac-
tisingy its tenets in our daily lives.
Mfasonry je pra.ctical in every particu-
lar. Theoretical Masonry is a mere
system of hypocrisy, and consequent-
ly does more liarmn than good.

Masons, thereforo, who are really
in earnest are constantly seekiing for
"more light." It is impossible for
them. ta stop, to stand stili, in the
study of Masonic knowledge. Mani,
with hie puny intellect, with bis funite
thouglit, can neyer grasp the real, the
true nature of the Godliead-the In-
funite; but as lie studies, as lie perse-
veres, the liglit of that Godliead pene-
trates hie sou], and develope it.
Thus, and thus only, can le hope to
comprehend the nature and character
of the Divinity of Trutli. This is Ma-
sonry proper, and iL matteris not how
many degrees a muan lias, or to bow
many Orders a man belonge, if lie
does not uuderstaud this secret of our
Fraternity, he bas not grasped the
hidden mystenies of our Syrabolism.
Masonry teaches a man te so liy-e on
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