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GlINER.\L MISSIONS TIE CIILRCII'S
FIRST DUTY.

AST suimmler it was my pris ilege to at-
tendi the Lambeth Conference. Objec-
tive facts have a peculiar power in
bringinîg the trutls of life home to the
mind and enabling us to reai/ize them-

that is, to feel their reality definitely. Such a
realization regarding the present growth and
future destiny of the Anglican Communion
came vith this gathering of Bishops fromn
Iingland and Amîerica, fron Africa and Asia,
from Australia and the islands of the sea. And
it vas an experience never to be forgotten,
sinply to becone familiar witli the faces and
voices of leaders who are doing God's work in
ail parts of the world, froi tle snow fields of
Alaska to the jungles of Africa.

The spiritual climax of the conference vas
not reacled uintil tle day before the final ad-
jourlinent. When we caie to that part of the
ecîc clical whiclh related to Foreign Missions,
and whein, in answer to some objections regard-
ing overstatement, t.e Archbishop of Canter-
bury spake out his deep convictions regarding
this subject, lis words rang out like an echo
of New Testament tiles. Whei, in clarioi
toiles, lie proclaiied tlat, in his judgicnt, the
primary commIiissioni of Christ to His Church
was, ' Go ye in/o a/M hi wor/d and preach /he
Gospel lo the who/e creation " (Revised Version);
tihat our own Church, notwithstanding all she
lad done in thie past, througli lier Foreign and
Domestic missionîary societies, liad not, as vet,
begun to discharge the responsibility that the
Lord had laid utpon lier, and tait she was still
far below the level of New Testament energy,
it becamle evident at once that lie liad expressed
tle dominant thlouglt in every breast.

The experiences of that hîour were bewilder-
ing in their ftullness. It was as tiough ta
suddei flash of liglht lad cone revealing the
thloughts of ail hearts. II was iothiiig less
thain a revelation of the supreme ain of tI'
wlolc \nglican Communion : and .n the gh w
of the moment, Bisliops froim different parts of
the world arose and said that if ther lad come
froi their far distant dioceses for nothing else,
the inspiration of this one afterinoon would
repay theni for tleir journey to Lambeth. . . .

As the Archbishiop of Canterbury trulv said,
tle Clhurch of to-day lias not beguni to rise to
the respoisibility that our Risen Lord laid upon
lier before le left this earth. If this is true of
the Egilislh and Colonial Clurches, it is 10 less
true of the Aierican.

IHlere in ic Unitcl States, we have devoted
ourselves to thie developiment of parochial life,
and have far outstripped the Christian bodies
arounid us in mîaking those parislh clurches
whose spires rise above our towns and villages

real spiritual homes of tle people ; but that
wlicl was once a righlît discerinmieit of tie
tiies and a true aim, is now in danger of paw-
ing into an exaggeraion. Ve have gracualy
glided into a oine-sided way of thinukinîg Im
which the riglht proportion of things lias been
lost. We have gradually grown more and
more deaf to the voice wlich rings through the
ages:" Go re intio a/I the wore/ am/ />rc<h ///
Gosp>el o i/we whoe <veaion." . . . .

Read the statistics put forth by hIe laie
revet Ld Dr. Langford regarding the hunîdreds,
yes, ihiousands, of parishes of our own Ameri-
can i Churchi of these Unlited States which con-
tribute absolutely notlhing to tle work of the
Doiestic and ForeigNl lissioiiary Society, and
ymu will find tliere an appalling proof hîow
largely this spirit of parochial selfisliness per-
vades our Church.

Then coie back to tle warninîg of the IHead
of the Cliurcl : " M that finde/h his /ik sha//i
/ose i/." Teli selfis'h motive alwavs deleats
itself and writes its own deatl warrant. No
parisl Cani expect to grow and prosper whichi has
no thîought of tie great world beyond its own
border. It muay unselfi'shly uplift those of the
immîîîediate neiglhborhood wlio are beneath its
own level ; but ile spiritual life of its inner
circle of communicants is paralyzed and dyinig
at ie top. . . .

'lue spread of Clrist's Kingdon on earth
does îlot depeid upon mlîonley, it depeids uponu
free-will ofTerinlgs. "Te gift withiout the
giver is bare." Tlhe oie thing needful is to
inspire people to give as God lias given Io
themn. Go back to our Lord's first inissionarv
charge, and you iwill find in it the stroigest
emnphasis laid upon self-sacrifice, self-denial for
Clirist's sake, the necessity of entire self-con-
secration to -lis service, but no reference to the
need of iaterial support. We are told, indeed,
thia the laborer ik worthy of lis hire ; but the
Apostles are sent forth witlhout purse or scrip
or change of raiient to teacli thei, and all tle
Christiail ages after thîemî, that the wvhole
dependence of the Church is to be upon Christ
IH imsel f.

Tien, read the history of the New Te-taient
Clurcli as it is given in tie Acts and Epistles
of tle .\postles. Ii no subsequent period lias
tie growtlh of the Chiurch beeni so great, the
milissionary spirit so intense, the multiplication
of conîgregatioins so rapid, as ii those first
thiirtv vcars after the Ascen'ioi. The reason is
obvious-the power of Chiurch workers, in tlat
day, hiv in the fact that tley- were ceaselessly
looking up to their reigninîg King, wlo iad
proclaiied '" Ail power is givel to Me ii
Ileaven and on earth," and thenî, gave theii-
selves up, with a complete self-surrender, to
I-lis service. . . . .

For us in -n\erica the cause of missions


