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There is a singular tionse in Southiern Cahiforua,
‘The tree is an mamense ane, doors and waindows have
been put in the hoilwed vat anade, and the house 1s cight stonzes lngh,
about as lugh as sowe of the New York private houces wall probably get to

tnside of a tree.

"A WELSH CLASSIC.

BY B, 1. BALLARD.
An unlettered clergyman wanting a place,
{His manners weve genial and pleasant his face),
Reccived a kind letter inviting him down,
To preach to a church in a large country town.

The town was uneunltured, old-fashioned and plain,
The principal business was havrvesting geain,

And none of the.chureh members ventured to speak
A word of the Hebrew or Latin or Greek.

For this very reason they wished all the wore,
A scholar well-grounded in classieal lore s
While a candidate might just as well stay away,
If he didu’t quote Hebrew at least onee a day,

The divine about whowm this add story was tald,

By the * Times " of Manhattan, was cunning and bold,
And knowing they wished for a classical man,

Though he didu't know Latin, he hit on a plan.

“or ke thonught, ** We shall see how much shrewdness avails,
Though I cannot read Greek, I'm a native of Wales

If o few Welsh eapressians 1 cautiously use,

It may 1ival the Hebrew in pleasing the pews.”

On the critical day, with exceptional grace,
With wellaattuned voice and well-contralled face,
He read from the Bible a passage or two,

And remarked, ¢ My dear friends, this translation won't do.

To he sure 'tis correct, hut if heauty yvou seek,
Hear the rhythmical sound of original Greek @
Then boldly a medley of Welsh he recited,

And marked the ctieet on his hearers benighted.

The children gazed up with a wondering stare,
Their mothers assumed an intelligent atr,

While the deacons all nodded, as much as to say,
That Greek was by far the more excellent way.

A still bohier venture he hazarded next,

By a curious way of announcing bis teat:

* These words, as my hearers have noticed of course,
Have lost nearly all their original force.

In the Hebrew how clearly the thought flashes out,”
Aud more of his Welsh he proceeded to spout §
When what was his horror to spy neur the door,

A jolly old Welshman, just ready to roar @

Overcome with remorse and foresceeing the shame,
Exposure would bringg to his reverend name,

The preacher’s mad impulse at first was to run,

But the Welsinnan's round face so brimming with fun,

Suggested a possibile plan of escape,

Which none but & terrified parson could shape ;
He bravely confronted that dangerous xmile,

And coolly continued his serion awhite,

‘Lill at length without stiowing the least agitation,
He rallicd himself for a tinal yuotation:

“The rendering here is decidedly wrong,

Quite ditlercut thoughts to the Chaldee belong ;7
Then Welshman in pulpit to Welshman in pew,
11 the barhamus dinleet they alone knew,

Cried ** Friend ¢ Ry the Iand of our fathers, I pray,
As vou hope for salvation, don’t give me qiray ™
The joke was g0 vich, the old Welshman kept «till ;
Asud the classieal parson is preaching there still,
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It has been baily

. REVIEWS.

Recerriox Day, No. 8. New York: . L. Kelloyy £ Co. 30 cents
The third number of this quarterly issue confirms the impression of i
thorough practical value. It contains fresh and original dixlogues, re
citations, declamations, and short picces in poetry and prose, to mee
the constantly recurring needs of schools and gatherings of any sort
public or private. Al the selections are casily conunitted to memory—
simple, without being childish.  Itis of excellent moral toue, and calen
Luted to be an immense belp in school work,  The dialogues are readily
wanaged as regards aceessories, requiring little or no stage furniture,
The requitements of both young and older pupils are provided for, and
the work is suitable either for public or private schools. “The outward
appearance of the hook is most attractive, being tastefully bound in
paper covers printed in dwo colors. 1t is fortunate for teachers that a
fresh supply of such good material may he obtained quarterly at the
small cost of 30 cents a number,

PLANT ANALYSS ;5 OR Book or Prast Descrirtioxs : By GEonce G}
Grors, M.D.  Science and Heaith Publisking Co'y : Lewishurgh, Pas;
This Jittle publication consists chicfly of 2 number of sets of blank forms.
bound together in convenient shape for use by, botanical students. Each?
form when filled up will contain a full deseription of a single plant, the:
deseription embracing particulars regarding tise root, stem, leaf, inflor. -
escence, calyx, corolla, stamens, anthers, pistil, fruit, and seed. There:
are also hints to the teacher and the pupil on the proper method of pur-
suing botanical studies ; a handy list of botanical terns in common use 3
and a list of subjects suitable for essays.  The book will doubtless be
found a useful adjunct in cvery hotanical class where real work is being
done.

Tnoymrsox’s Grerk SyyTax; a Syntax of Attic Greck, by F. E.
TuoxrsoN. M.A., Assistant Master at Marlborough College. Riving-
ton, 1883, On first thonght one is tempted to anathematize the anthor
of a new book on Gieck Syntax: we may, however, cousolg ourselves
with the considerntion that since *“in the waking of (bad) books there
is no end,” the producer of a good book is beyond the pale of reproach,
thongh it cover the weil trod ground of Greek Syntax. We have had
many treatises on this subject since the days of Dionysius Thrax, and
it is far from probable that the one before us will be the last. To the
difficult task of making an old friemd welcome in a new guise, Mr.
Thompson has brought not ouly sound and ripe scholarship, but aiso
class-100m experience.  And his class-room expelience has apparently
taught himn that, so far as boys are concerned at least, it is advisable
to divorce Grammar from Metaphysics.  Metaphysics and theoretical
grammw are inscparable 5 but theoretical grammar involves compara.
tive nmamar, and the study of comparative grmmmar implics a move
than passing acquaintance with the results of philological research, bt
the averge school life of our boys is too short to admit of their becom-
ing experts in philolugy.  Accordingly we think that Mr. Thumpson
has displayed great wisdom in approaching and clucidating the diflicul-
tics of Greek Syntax from the practieal side.  He has indeed given usa
practical book, and one which we cau heartily recommend asa thor-
oughly teliable tade mecun through the intricacies of the most rhyth.
mical and fieaible lauguage the world has known.  Qur sole regret is
that ** want of space” prevented onr Author frowm treating of the Parti-
cles 3 had he dealt with them ax he has dealt with the Prepositions, his
work would bave been bevomd criticism.

MAGAZINES.

THE NoRTiE A%ERICAN REVES for March, contaius the following articles :—Is our
Civilieation Permshable, by Judge . A, Jameson ; Agviculiural Politics in England, Ly
William E. Bear : A Defctiocleas Sea hoand, by Gen. 11 A Smailes ; Neither Genlus nor
Martyr, by Alice Hynewman Riune, The Story of a Nomination, by W. Q. Stoddard §

! Litcrars Rearrectionisia, by Charies T, Congdon : How to Improve the Mississippi, by

Rolrert 8, Taplor, and the Censtituhionality of Repudiation, by 1 11, Chamberlain and
John S, Wise, M.C.  Nearly all there titles explain themsclies.  Mes. Rhine's contribu-

bebrand by, Thed o this straaght up and dewn house is & Iadder,  tion and Mr. Connlon's are able amd interesting additions Lo the vast bdy of magazine
and w0 is each pair of stairs; and outside of the top room is a balcony, [Vitcrature that has been crohed by the pullication of the Hies of the Carlyles. Mr
shaded by the tree'’s leaves.

Stoddard’s paper pitcs a valiablo account of Lincoln's nenination.



